Ten Commandments
Scripture

Ten Commandments: Exodus 20 or Deuteronomy 34
Reference Great Commandment: Matthew 22:34-39, Mark 12:28-34, Luke 10:25-28

Memory Verse

We are less concerned with memorizing exact wording from scripture. Rather we want children to remember the ten commandments:
1) You shall have no other gods before me.
2) You shall not make a graven image.
3) You shall not take God’s name in vain

4) Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.

5) Honor your father and your mother.

6) You shall not kill.

7) You shall not commit adultery.

8) You shall not steal.

9) You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

10) You shall not covet.

Bible Background

The Ten Commandments appear twice in the Bible in Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 34. 

Most Biblical scholars think that the stories of the Penteteuch (the first five books of the Bible) had two different traditions, probably emanating from the two kingdoms of Israel (Israel and Judah). In the time of the Babylonian captivity, when it appeared that the stories needed to be written down to be remembered, scribes combined the stories of these traditions into one narrative. Sometimes this was very cohesive, sometimes it leads to half-explained repetitions. 

The commandments in Exodus are more often used than the ones in Deuteronomy. The differences between the versions are small, but they appear in different contexts, with the Exodus context getting more attention. 

Do you break any of the commandments? Are all of these commandments as important today as they were when they were first given to the Israelites? Why or Why not?
No Other gods before me 
We don’t worship Baal much in American culture, and temples to Isis are basically non-existent. But we do put our trust in other things and turn to them rather than God. Money, for instance, is a big one in our culture. We might also have heroes (sports, music) who we cling to more than is appropriate. Some people argue that we have collapsed a love of God with a love of country. Even statements such as “family first” which while admirable in their way, put things out of order. This commandment claims “God first.” What activities, things, or relationships do you put as more important than your relationship with God?

Graven Image 
This is not the same thing as having another god. Having another god means you worship something other than the One True God. A graven image might mean that you DO worship the One True God but that you have put God in a mold – you have decided what God looks like or acts like, have assigned a name with a limited metaphorical meaning (Creator or Father), and in general do not live with an open idea about who God is. God’s name in the Old Testament was given as Yahweh, which means “I am what I am” or “I will be what I will be.” We cannot know all there is to know about God. A single metaphor is insufficient to describe God. Our art, music, and movies need to be recognized as insufficient depictions of the great “I Am.” What words do you use to call upon God? In what ways does your vocabulary limit your understanding of who God is?
Name in Vain 
“Oh my God.” “I swear to God.” “Jesus Christ” or “Christ” are all thrown about as slang terms in our culture. We say that their use doesn’t mean anything, but that is exactly the point – the use of God’s name should mean something. In Israel, the name Yahweh was not allowed to be said except on holy days by specially chosen priests because they wanted to guard against inappropriate use of God’s name. God’s name should be used only for prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. Using God’s name in vain does not reflect well upon the user, or upon their faithfulness. Substitutions like “O my gosh” are up for discussion. Some think it’s really no better because you haven’t really changed your thinking, you just substituted a different word.
Sabbath Day 
We have reduced the meaning of this to “go to church,” which many of us violate without a second thought if there is a sporting event, birthday party, sleepover, weekend at the shore, etc.  Even if we are weekly worshippers, after our church going obligation is completed, we feel it is okay to run errands, clean house, do all the things that didn’t get done during the week. Actually the real intent of this commandment is even deeper than “go to church.” It is supposed to be an entire 24 hour day of rest and re-creation dedicated to God. Note that in the commandment, you are also not allowed to make use of someone else’s labor on the Sabbath. For instance, going out to Sunday brunch so that you do not have to work/cook on the Sabbath would be a violation because others are working. The Sabbath is Saturday in the Jewish Tradition. Christians changed the Sabbath to Sunday to celebrate weekly Jesus’ resurrection. What do you do on your Sabbath beside worship God? Are all of these things appropriate uses for the Sabbath? How would your life be different if you made a more sincere effort to remember the Sabbath?
Mother/Father 
Honoring you mother and your father is not the same things as obeying them – although there is some overlap. To bring honor on your parents you live your life in such a way that anyone looking on would say “those parents raised their child well.” A child who has a loving mother and father who is trying to do well by them and set down appropriate rules lives out this commandment by obeying their parents. A child with an abusive or negligent parent lives out this commandment by figuring out what is good and living accordingly. (You bring honor to your family name and do not injure yourself because of the mistakes of your parents.) This is the only commandment with a promise attached “that your days may be long in the land the Lord your God has given you.” How do you treat your parents? How does the way you treat your parents reflect on you?
Kill 
Not many kids are involved in murder – but they do engage in “killing the spirit” through teasing or putting others down. They also sometimes disregard their own life, or the lives of others, by engaging in risky behavior. Have you done anything that might kill another’s spirit? Do you engage in activities that put your or another’s life at risk?
Adultery 
Technically, adultery is a sexual act that violates the marriage covenant—when one or both parties are married to someone else. It is not against pre-marital sex. Nor does it apply to situations like being “faithful” to a person you are dating. However, a general statement like “keep promises to people you love” can help children personally identify  the meaning of this commandment. And it is a good opportunity for discussing the shoulds and should nots of sexuality. Children can also understand (some unfortunately firsthand) what happens to a family when this commandment is broken. People justify adultery for all sorts of reasons. Do you accept some of these reasons as valid? Do you see marriage as having to do with feelings, or commitment? Is “love” a feeling or a way of life?
Steal 
For children this can apply to shoplifting candy or toys, but increasingly this is an electronic commandment – illegally downloading music from the internet, loading a computer game owned by a friend, photocopying copyrighted material so you don’t have to buy another copy. These actions are pervasive in our culture, (and often in our churches!) but they are also illegal. We justify this action, especially against wealthy or famous artists, by saying they have enough money already, but when we engage in illegal copying we interfere not only with the wealthy artist or author, but also all the people whose jobs depend on these industries. The 8th commandment is closely tied to the 10th commandment – this one guiding action, the 10th guiding thought. Do you trust God to provide you with everything you need? 
False Witness 
Bearing false witness could be seen in a legal setting, as a commandment to tell the truth about someone when you testify. But it is also a more everyday concern that falls under the heading of gossip. When we talk about someone, are we always sure that we have all the facts? Do we rely too heavily on what a friend of a friend heard or saw?
Covet 
Coveting a nicer car, bigger house, new toys, trendy clothes is such a pervasive part of American culture that we have stopped thinking of it as an evil. What does it do to your life if you are always wanting something (or someone) you don’t have? Whereas the 7th and 8th commandments rule our actions – don’t commit adultery, don’t steal – this commandment guides our thinking. If we don’t covet someone else’s husband or wife, we won’t be tempted to adultery. If we don’t covet someone else’s possessions, we won’t be tempted to steal. Make a list of the top ten things you would buy if you won $100,000. Could you live the rest of your life happily if you never obtained any of those things? 
Teaching this Story to Kids

Vocabulary – adultery, covet, Sabbath, vain are all terms that you will probably need to define for children, with adultery being the sticky one that makes all the teachers uncomfortable. “Cheating” on your husband or wife should help most of the children understand your meaning. 
Broken commandments – unlike adults, children do not have complete power to keep all the commandments exactly as they might like. If Mom or Dad says we’re sleeping in, or going shopping, Sunday morning, the child doesn’t have the power to get himself or herself to church. Help them define how they want to be when they grown up, not just what they want to be doing as children. 

Connecting Commandments – How many murders can be tied to a violation of one of the other commandments? How does the first commandment (no other gods before me) connect with the 10th commandment (coveting)? Isn’t murder stealing someone’s life? Isn’t bearing false witness stealing their good name? Help children understand that these aren’t isolated violations, but a holistic approach to life.
Order of commandments. There is a difference in the way the ten commandments are numbered in different traditions (see following page). In our UCC tradition, we follow the Orthodox-Reformed numbering. Knowing that others count differently is important to know if there are students from other traditions visiting.

Jesus’ Great Commandment (love God, love neighbor) is sometimes connected to the ten commandments by saying that the first four commandments are about loving God, and the last six are about loving neighbor. 

The 11th Commandment – If you were to come up with an 11th commandment what would it be?

Accentuate the positive – Help children restate the “shalt not” commandments in a positive way. Instead of “thou shalt not steal” say “you shall honor other’s property.”

Lesson Summary

Creation Station -
Children will make cement commandments, dividing the ten commandments into “love God” and “love neighbor.”
Fisherman’s.Net -
Children will explore the 10 Commandments CD
Make a Joyful Noise -
Children will listen & dance to songs for each commandment.
Mountaintop Movies -
Children will watch the Mt. Sinai and Golden Calf segments of DeMille’s Ten Commandments.
Moved by the Spirit -
Children will ad lib skits and discuss what commandment is being violated in each.
Temple Courtyard -
Children will put objects relating to each commandment in an “ark” and use them to help with memorization.

The Numbering of the Ten Commandments
Copyright 2003, Neil MacQueen, Sunday Software
	 
	Jewish Numbering
	Augustine-Luther Numbering
(many Roman Catholic / Lutheran 
	Orthodox-Reformed Numbering
(and most other Protestant churches)

	Introduction
	And God spoke all these words, saying,
	And God spoke all these words, saying, "I am the LORD your God."
	And God spoke all these words, saying, "I am the LORD your God."

	1st Word
	"I am the LORD your God."
	"You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a graven image"
	"You shall have no other gods before me."

	2nd Word
	"You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a graven image."
	"You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain."
	"You shall not make for yourself a graven image."

	3rd Word
	"You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain."
	"Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy."
	"You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain."

	4th Word
	"Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy."
	"Honor your father and your mother."
	"Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy."

	5th Word
	"Honor your father and your mother."
	"You shall not kill."
	"Honor your father and your mother."

	6th Word
	"You shall not kill."
	"You shall not commit adultery."
	"You shall not kill."

	7th Word
	"You shall not commit adultery."
	"You shall not steal."
	"You shall not commit adultery."

	8th Word
	"You shall not steal."
	"You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor."
	"You shall not steal."

	9th Word
	"You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor."
	"You shall not covet your neighbor's wife."
	"You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor."

	10th Word
	"You shall not covet your neighbor's wife; and you shall not desire anything that is your neighbor's."
	"You shall not desire anything that is your neighbor's."
	"You shall not covet your neighbor's wife; and you shall not desire anything that is your neighbor's."



CREATION STATION OPTION #2

http://www.dltk-bible.com/crafts/mtencommandments.htm 
Ten Commandments – Creation Station
At a Glance

Children will make and decorate “stone” Ten Commandment tablets, rewriting each commandment as a “Thou Shall” instead of “Thou Shalt Not.”
Outcome Objectives

1) Children can make positive statements for the “shalt not” commandments.
2) Children can rewrite the commandments using a few simple words.

3) Children can connect the ten commandments with the two parts of Jesus’ Great Commandment.

Supplies Needed

Large poster of Ten Commandments posted on a bulletin board (hidden to start)

Paper easel

Several large rocks that might be used in a garden path

Plastic Storage Bags
AMACO Sculptamold
Warm water & Spray Bottle
Mosaic Stained Glass Chips
Aprons
cardboard for each student (about 11X17 size)
pencils, markers, paper, glue
Lots of newspaper

Advance Preparation

Measure Sculptamold in plastic bags, 1 per child
Measure water into cups, 1 per child

Photocopies of commandments for younger children.

Opening Activity

Ask the children to name as many commandments as they can. Turn the poster over to look at the commandments, and find ways to state each commandment simply, changing all the negatives to positives. For example change: “thou shalt not kill” to “respect everyone’s life.” Write these 1-10 on the paper easel.
Explain that the commandments, and all the law, were written on stone tablets, which would have been extremely heavy. Give children a rock to lift up. Ask: “Is it hard to lift the rocks? Would it have been hard to lift the stone tablets? Is it hard to live up to the commandments written on the stone tablets?” 
Say: “I wonder if the reason the commandments were written on stone tablets was to remind us that keeping the rules can be hard?” Explain to the children that they will be making their own “stone tablets” of the commandments.

Read together Jesus’ Great Commandment. Which of the Ten Commandments is mainly about love of God? (1-4) Which are mainly about love of neighbor? (5-10)


Main Lesson

Explain the project:  Sculptamold Stone Tablets

1) Have cardboard, scissors, paper and markers, pens, and glue available as the students arrive.
2) Demonstrate cutting the top corners of the cardboard to make the tablets. Have them write their names on the backside.
3) Instruct the children to write out the “positive” Ten Commandments using their own words on their sheets of paper, leaving a margin around the edges. They should write the first four under a heading “Love God” and the last six under a heading “Love Neighbor” to emphasize the connection to the Great Commandment. Glue these on the tablets.
4) Have children mix their sculptamold using the water provided. Seal in bag and smush it together.

5) Mold it around the edges of their tablet. While it is still wet, they can add mosaic glass tiles around the edges. (Note: you may need to glue some of these down later.)
Life Application

Which commandment is easiest to keep? Hardest? Why?
Say a closing prayer, asking God’s help in keeping these commandments.

Have children help you clean up. They can take their projects home next week.

Journaling

If you were going to write out ten commandments for all people to follow, what would they be and why?
To take home

Ten commandments crossword puzzle
Adjustments for age levels and abilities

Give the children a pre-printed set of commandments to glue down, and work on explaining each commandment rather than restating it as a positive. Otherwise, proceed the same as with the older children. 
If you have extra time…

Test the children’s memory of the ten commandments in order.
If time runs short…

You can begin the process of cutting your cardboard or mixing your sculptamold as you have your discussion about the commandments. Some children actually learn better if they are doing something while you discuss.
Be creative
Can you think of other materials that could be used to decorate your tablets? Feel free to raid the art supply cabinets located in the nursery. 
Instead of mixing with plain water, sculptamold can be mixed with a “dirty” water (a little paint mixed in) to give tablets a gray or brownish tint. You could do this to make each groups’ tablets look a little different. 

Ten Commandments – Fisherman’s.Net
At a Glance

Children will explore the 10 Commandments CD
Outcome Objectives

1) Children have a visual idea of Mount Sinai.
2) Children can name 7 of the ten commandments from memory.

3) Children can explain 7 of the ten commandments.

Software Summary

Program users hike up Mount Sinai. Some parts are photo bubble real life shots of Mount Sinai, other parts contain animated sections which highlight one aspect of the Ten Commandements.
Supplies Needed

Paper Easel and markers.
10 Commandments CD – one per computer

Advance Preparation

There is no substitute for knowing this program, and knowing it well. Program notes are located in the cabinets of Fisherman’s.Net, but you should go through the “Hike” you choose yourself to make sure you can find everything you need. 
We recommend Hike #3 only with pre-teens.

Write out your “Hike” instructions on the paper easel and place it where all the children can view it. Place a STOP at the points in the journey where you want everyone to turn around and discuss what they have seen.
Opening Activity

Explain basic navigation. Read together the hiking plan and explain the consequences for goofing around rather than following the lesson.
If more than one child is at each computer, decide how you will share mouse clicking responsibilities. There’s nothing more boring than watch another person click through a program.

If you are low on adult help, reduce the number of computers being used. It is easier to guide six students through three computers, than through six computers.

Main Lesson

Allow the children to work their way up the mountain using the hiking sheet you have chosen. Try and move around to each computer and ask each child or pair individually what they are discovering. Periodically, stop the whole class, and ask them questions about what they are learning.

Life Application

Discuss some of the key points discovered on the hike.
Journaling

Leave your thoughts in the guestbook on the computer.
To take home

Printouts of songs and activities.
Adjustments for age levels and abilities

You will need one adult per computer for the younger children. Make sure they take turns clicking.
If you have extra time…

Allow children to freely explore other parts of the CD
If time runs short…

Give children a “pass” to play around with the program next week during open computer lab time (5-5:30). This pass takes priority over anyone playing games.
Be creative

These hikes were suggested by Sunday software who made the CD, but please feel free to come up with your own ideas.

You will need to adjust the following suggested "hikes" depending on time available and age of hikers.

Here are three possible "hikes" for hikers who only have about 45 to 50 minutes to hike around Mt. Sinai. Use one of these or one of your own design if your students will only be in the program once (such as in a Rotation Model computer lab). Use Worksheets to Guide Students to Specific Content. Worksheets help guide students and provide a basis for further discussion away from the program. Writing things down as they go through will also help them remember the lesson.

50 Minute Hike #1 -- "Discover & Summarize the Commandments"

1) Begin in Moses' office.... What does he say about the reasons God gave the commandments?

2) In the Monastery... Read the tablets and try to sum them all up in one sentence.

3) Then view the video presentation on "The 11th Commandment?" located on wall behind the Ark.

4) While crossing Chaos Canyon bridge, focus on the second plank "Purpose of God's Law." Come up with another "metaphor" (other than gravity) for God's Law. "God's Law is like _____."

5) View Sunspot in second photobubble about "Stealing." (This relates to the topic in the 11th Commandment video). How does "Stealing" sum up the commandments?

6) View the "Greatest Commandment" presentation at the end of the trail in second photobubble.

How did Jesus sum up the commandments?

7) Take the Cliff Climb Quiz (if time).

8 At the Summit photobubble click on the people in the sleeping bag to launch I Am Yahweh presentation. What does Yahweh want us to do?

9) In I Am Yahweh presentation listen for the kids voices in the middle of the song summarizing the commandments. Have students write these down and discuss.

10) Leave your thoughts in the Guestbook (if time).


50 Minute Hike #2 -- Discover & Focus on Remembering Individual Commandments

1) Begin with Moses' presentation. Skip this if they've already seen it.

2) Find and listen to the individual commandments in the Monastery. Read the general study notes that appear on the Ark of the Covenant.

3) View and discuss/respond to the Sabbath Sunspot and its question in the first photobubble.

4) Go to Chaos Canyon and focus on the "Anti-Commandments" at Chaos Canyon. Summarize the what the Anti-Commandments are about here: __________.

5) Take the Cliff Climb Quiz located in the photobubble after Chaos Canyon.

6) Go into the Summit Chapel and rewrite any of the three versions you'd like, then print the commandments.

7) Go back to the second photobubble and don't listen to the critter ---go ahead and touch the tablets! ...then reassemble them.

8) Go back to the Summit and leave some thoughts in the Guestbook. Skip this if you don't have time.


45 to 50 Minute Hike #3 -- A General Tour of Mt. Sinai with Questions to Answer

Here are some questions to answer as you hike up Mt. Sinai.

First Photobubble:

Monastery: Select one of the questions which follow the videos in the Monastery and answer it here...

Sunspot: What is one special thing you have done to keep the Sabbath holy?

Bridge over Chaos Canyon: Come up with another "Anti-Commandment" (ways of living, rules, or pressures that guide some people).

Bridge Over Chaos Canyon: What is the significance of the bridge's name?

Bridge: According to Psalm _____ Where does your help come from?

Second Photobubble:

Sunspot: What other ways do people around you steal? ...and what can you do about it?

End of Trail: What is the Great Commandment and who spoke it?

Click the cliff side to take the Cliff Climb Quiz.

Third Photobubble:

Whose house can you see from Mt. Sinai?

Cleft in Rock where people are in sleeping bags: According to Yahweh, why should you follow him?

What were the "summary commandments" spoken by youth during the music video?

Visit the Chapel and print the page after rewriting three commandments you feel could use some better wording.

Share the question you wrote in the Guestbook...

**Be prepared to share your findings and reflections with the class.


Suggested HIKES for two or more lesson periods:

1) Explore one photobubble per week. There are certainly PLENTY of discussion starter topics in each, especially in the full screen cloud commandment panels and Bridge Over Chaos Canyon.

2) Do all three "rewriting the Ten Commandments" choices in the Summit Chapel --a different one each week. Print and discuss.

3) Create a Wall Map of Mt Sinai based on the photobubbles and have the kids mark locations after each exploration. Label items and fill in info "about the Monastery," about Mt. Sinai's location and elevation," etc.

To copy any PORTION of this document, drag the desired text with your mouse while holding the mouse button. Then select EDIT | COPY from your Browser's taskbar above. Then open up a word-processing document and select PASTE. 

Suggested Introductory Hike -or- 30 Minute Hike

1) Begin in Moses’ office

2) Visit the Monastery and browse the Ten Commandments.

3) Cross Chaos Canyon

4) Teens and Pre-teens visit and discuss the Billboards and the Great Commandment presentation.

Younger children visit the Cliff Climb Quiz.

5) Take in the view from the top, print a set of the Ten Commandments in the Summit Chapel, view the I Am Yahweh music video.

If time, choose between the Assembling of the Ten Commandments game (back down in the second photobubble) or signing in the Guestbook.

Suggested Hike Through the Entire CD's Contents:

Using the outline and many of the questions provided in it, have students methodically visit all the areas in each photobubble and respond to each areas questions and suggestions. This could take two 50 minute classes or more. You could format your "guide" and questions in the form of a booklet that students must fill out. 


Using this CD with Younger Students:
The Ten Commandments CD was designed with a 9 to 18 year old in mind. However, a good deal of the CDs activities are quite usable by younger children.

I had my first and second graders in for a whirl and they thoroughly enjoyed meeting Moses and "hiking" around the mountain. They needed extra time to navigate with the mouse. With one or two children I put my hand ON-TOP of theirs to help them navigate and click (don't take the mouse from them).

In the Bottom photobubble younger children will enjoy one or two of the Monastery's videos. The questions at the end of each video will need read aloud and perhaps rephrased or skipped altogether. We read a few of the Bridge Over Chaos Canyon's "panels" to them, but some of the concepts were over their heads. What they DID notice was the missing plank! ...and were thrilled to make it across and oohed and aaahed at the rainbow behind the cross. Great discussion opportunities.

The Leap of Faith scripture texts needed some explaining to elementary children. Ask them to define "righteousness," "put right," and "redemption." We chose to use this familiar vocabulary because of the important these verses and specific words have in the Christian message.

The Second "Way Up" photobubble may be skipped for this age group altogether. The Idol" presentations probably won't be understandable to younger children. If you have time and they can read a bit they will enjoy reassembling the Ten Commandments in the Way Up photobubble. My little kids did just fine on the Cliff Climb quiz and thought it was great fun.

At the Summit they enjoyed the vista and we talked about how Moses must have felt up there. They enjoyed hearing "God's song" and laughed really hard at the guy with the backpack's funny comment about "seeing his house from here." We didn't go into the Chapel but it's rewriting of the commandments will work fine for younger kids as long as they have an older child who can type for them.

All in all....I wouldn't hesitate to use the program selectively with younger kids AT ALL...... as long as you have a teacher or assistant at EVERY computer like we did.


Ten Commandments – Make a Joyful Noise
At a Glance

Children will listen & dance to songs for each commandment.
Outcome Objectives

1) Children will improve their ability to remember all ten commandments
2) Children will remember songs connected with the commandments

Supplies Needed

10 Commandments CDs from Faith Inkubators
Props including: body socks, scarves, ribbons/streamers, hats, etc.

Advance Preparation

Decide which songs you most want to teach.
Favorite “silly” songs: Honor your Parents, Adultery Tango, You Shall Not Covet

Catchiest “pop” songs: I Am the Lord Your God, Name in Vain, Steal Rock and of course, the Ten Commandments Rap.

[IMPORTANT NOTE: The Commandments from Faith Inkubators are laid out according to the Lutheran way of counting the commandments. They collapse commandments 1 & 2 into the first commandment, and expand Commandment 10 into two commandments (coveting things, coveting relationships). You will need to explain this to the children.]

Learn the Flintstones ten commandments song. It is set to the Flintstone’s theme song and the words are as follows: 

Learn the Ten Commandments.

They're the rules that come from God above.

Learn the Ten Commandments.

They're the rules that are the rules of love.

God's first, don't have idols, do not swear

Keep the Sabbath, show your folks you care,

don't kill, commit adultery, 

steal, lie, or covet what belongs to

your friends and neighbors,

be faithful unto God!

Have a banner (or large tablets) with the numbers 1-10 written on them. Have the commandments written on large sections of paper with masking tape to attach them OR have blank pieces of paper to write the commandments on (especially if this is a later week in the rotation)
Optional: Have the words of each song on the overhead projector showing on the wall or a screen. This allows children to look up as they sing, and is more fun for them than holding papers.

Have some costumes, or props, to be used for the different commandment songs. For example, for honor your mother and father (a song with an island flair) have beach comber hats and leis. 

Opening Activity

Sing the Flintstones Ten Commandments song or the Ten Commandments rap. If you are using the rap, explain that they do a slightly different version of counting the commandments in the Lutheran tradition than we do at our church.
Encourage the children to name the commandments from memory. If there are any commandments that they have problems remembering, be sure to include that song in your mix.

NOTE: If you are telling the commandments from memory, you may still want to help the children find them in the Bibles, and mark their own Bibles with a highlighter. Knowing where the ten commandments are found in scripture is an important part of Biblical literacy. Even the K-1 class who can’t yet read, can practice looking up verses in scripture. 

Main Lesson

Play, sing, and act out the songs you have chosen. Discuss the lyrics and then play the song again.
Review all the songs you played toward the end of the lesson.

Closing Activity
Test your knowledge. Using the paper easel, see how many commandments the children can name, then ask them to put them in order. Check your results against the Ten Commandments poster. Or use the banner from the opening activity and remove the original commandments. Have the children remember the commandments and tape them in the correct order.
Journaling

Have children write their own song for one of the commandments using a well-known tune. Some ideas include: theme from Gilligan’s Island, Mary had a Little Lamb, or a popular song that your kids really like. 
To take home

Copies of Flintstones theme song.
Adjustments for age levels and abilities

Being mildly out of control doesn’t necessarily mean that the children aren’t paying attention or understanding the lesson. Kinesthetic (movement) learners will get a lot out of dancing or moving to the music, even if it seems that they aren’t paying attention. Try and have a high tolerance for chaos, and let the children have fun.
If you have extra time…

Play the music only versions of the songs and see if they can remember the words.
If time runs short…

You will probably not get through all ten commandments. Don’t try. Focus on learning well those commandments they know the least. 
Be creative

Play a music only version and have children create their own words. Give different groups of children different commandments to write lyrics for.

Ten Commandments – Mountaintop Movies
At a Glance

Children will watch a section of the Ten Commandments movie and creatively wonder about what was happening in these scenes. 
Outcome Objectives

1) Children understand the Ten Commandments in the context of the larger Moses story.
2) Children can name the first two commandments: You shall have no other Gods before me, you shall not make for yourself a graven image, in the context of the golden calf story.

3) Children are introduced to the tension between law and grace through the question “if God forgives us, what is the point of keeping the commandments.”

Movie Summary

Children will watch about 25 minutes of the Ten Commandments CD which covers the time from the crossing of the Red Sea through the receipt of the Ten Commandments and the golden calf incident.
Supplies Needed

Movie: Cecil B. DeMille’s Ten Commandments
Large copy of the Ten Commandments

Popcorn supplies
Advance Preparation

Preview this section of the movie.
Look over discussion questions and highlight the ones you most want to discuss. (You will probably not be able to go through all of them.)

Opening Activity

Invite children who were part of last fall’s rotation to put the story of the Ten Commandments in context: slavery, Moses birth & upbringing, burning bush, plagues, escape.
Main Lesson

Play Scene # 42-end on Disc 2 (about 25 minutes) on the DVD. (Begins with parting of the Red Sea.) Once these scenes are completed, ask the class the following questions:

· I wonder what it really looked like when the Israelites crossed the Red Sea. I wonder how the Israelites felt when they were crossing the Red Sea. 
· I wonder what they might have said to God after they got safe to the other side. What prayer would you have said to God when you made it through the Red Sea.
· Do you think they remembered what God did for them or did they forget? Has God ever helped you? What? How do you remember what God has done?
· I wonder how they felt when Moses was on the mountain so long? What were they  thinking? Have you ever waited for someone who was late? How did you feel?
· What did they do that was wrong? (golden calf) Why was that wrong? (graven image) Do you think they knew it was wrong? Why do you think they built a golden calf? Do you think people have idols/graven images today? (money, music/sports stars, etc.)

· What did Moses do when he saw the people worshipping the golden calf? Was that the best way to handle the problem? Why or why not? Have you ever seen someone do something that could anger God? What did you do? 
Life Application

Go through the Ten Commandments. 

NOTE: If you are telling the commandments from memory, you should still look them up  in the Bibles, and mark their own Bibles with a highlighter. Knowing where the ten commandments are found in scripture is an important part of Biblical literacy. Even the K-1 class who can’t yet read, can practice looking up verses in scripture. 

Can you think of a time in the Moses story when someone broke each commandment? [Emphasize the first two commandments, which were clearly violated in this section of the movie.] Did God forgive them?

Are there times where you have broken a commandment? Which one? Does God forgive you?  If God forgives us when we break the commandments, why does it matter that we keep them?

Journaling

Ask the children to journal on the last question: “If God forgives us when we break the commandments, why does it matter that we keep them?”

To take home

Mt. Sinai Maze
Adjustments for age levels and abilities

Younger children may benefit from stopping the movie periodically and discussing each part. Discuss what will be coming next to help them follow the plot. Read aloud from “The Family Story Bible.” 
Older groups will be better able to discuss ethics questions such as the one for journaling. Younger groups will do better with fact checking.

If you have extra time…

Look up the story of the golden calf in the Bible. Examine how the movie and Bible text are different. What was added? What was left out? What was exaggerated? How would you direct a movie about the Ten Commandments differently?
If time runs short…

You can start the movie at scene 43 – it will start after the Red Sea crossing theme. This will work okay for children who have been able to put the story into context, and will give you more time for closing discussion. 
Be creative

Encourage other ways of expressing what is going on in the movies. For example, ask several youth to act out the golden calf scene, or imagine an argument between a person who wants the golden calf and a person who thinks that is wrong.

Ten Commandments – Moved by the Spirit
At a Glance

Children will ad lib a scene in which one of the Ten Commandments is being kept or broken. The group will then decide which commandment applies to the scene.
Outcome Objectives

1) Children can recall the Ten Commandments.
2) Children can apply the Ten Commandments to modern situations.

3) Children can assess the impact of not keeping the Ten Commandments

Supplies Needed

Game pieces, names of the children, baskets or bowls
Book “Old Turtle” for graven image commandment.

Puppets

An 81/2 X 11 page for each commandment

Some classroom and household “supplies” in a basket, which can be used as needed as props.

Hats, wigs, glasses, aprons, etc. that can be used as simple costumes.

Advance Preparation

Cut out the situations and place in the bowl. The title should not be cut with the situation – it is for your information, only. 
As children enter, have them write their name and put it in the other bowl.

Tape the ten commandment pages around the room

Opening Activity

Explain what it means to ad lib a situation.

Do some ad lib exercises.

Pretend you have lost your puppy and are looking for him.


Pretend you have to chase after an active toddler.


Pretend you are a teacher explaining a math problem to the class.


Pretend you are an opera singer giving a performance.
Read through the ten commandments. If this is later in the rotation, you might want to start by asking for them to tell you the commandments from memory. If it is earlier, you may want to find the commandments in scripture and mark and read from their Bibles.
NOTE: If you are telling the commandments from memory, you should still help the children find them in the Bibles, and mark their own Bibles with a highlighter. Knowing where the ten commandments are found in scripture is an important part of Biblical literacy. Even the K-1 class who can’t yet read, can practice looking up verses in scripture. 


Main Lesson

Explain that you are going to take turns ad libbing some situations where one (or more) commandment is being broken. Explain that the job of the rest of the group is to decide which commandment is being broken in the situation being acted out.
If you have enough children, you can divide them into teams and take turns ad libbing and guessing.

Life Application

Discuss times in the children’s lives where they think they might be in danger of violating a commandment.
What can help you remember to keep God’s law?

Journaling

Write a parallel story. On one side you write a story where you keep God’s commandment and what happens. On the other side, you write the same story  where you break God’s commandment and what happens.
To take home

Memory Game. Explain that they are to cut out the game on the lines, and play it by laying all twenty pieces face down. With a partner, take turns turning over two pieces. If they “match” then you keep them and your turn continues. If they don’t match, then you turn them back over and your turn ends.
Adjustments for age levels and abilities

Ask some other adults or teenagers to ad lib the situations using hand puppets. Let the younger children guess which commandment is being broken. 
You may want to give each group the choice between acting the situation out in person, or using puppets. Puppets make some children less self-conscious.

If your group is shy, have each child perform with you or another adult. They may find it easier to ad lib if someone else who is good at getting in the spirit of things is there.

If you have extra time…

Invite children to invent their own situations for the commandments, act them out, and have the others guess.
Have 2-3 sets of the memory game cut out ahead of time for children to play at the end of class.

If time runs short…

Brainstorm situations for any commandment that you don’t have time to act out.
Be creative

Think of your own situations. 
Write a written dialogue to start each ad-lib, then have the children “jump off “ and finish acting the situation. 



	You shall have no 

other gods before me.

1

You shall not make a graven image

2

You shall not take

God’s name in vain.

3

Remember the Sabbath Day

 and keep it holy.

4

Honor your Father and your Mother.

5

You shall not kill.

6

You shall not commit adultery.

7

You shall not steal.

8

You shall not bear false witness

against your neighbor.

9

You shall not covet

10





Commandment Situations

Here are some possible situations that your kids might be facing now, or might be asked to face in the future. Draw the situation from a bowl. Then draw the required number of names for each scene and ask children to ad lib the situation. After the scene, applaud the effort and ask the children to decide which commandment is being kept or broken (there could be more than one depending on how they play the scene.)

No Other God’s before me
Chris goes over to his/her friend, Terry’s house and finds out that s/he has posters of Donovan McNabb (or another sports star) all over his/her walls. When Chris asks about the posters, Terry starts showing all the things s/he has of McNabb – jerseys, magazine articles, bobble head dolls – whatever you can think of. Terry also tells Chris how fabulous McNabb is.

Graven Image
Read the book “Old Turtle” to the rest of the group. (Each thing has made an image that they think completely describes God. Old turtle replies that “God IS” and that ALL the images and analogies apply. 
Name in Vain
Two friends are talking about something that happened in school today and punctuate their statements with “Oh my God,” or “I swear to God.” Suddenly the voice of God is heard, explaining why this is not a good way to talk.

Sabbath Day
One friend calls the other to ask why s/he wasn’t at church today. The friend who was absent gives a long list of very important things that s/he had to do. The first friend tries to convince him/her that next week he/she should go to church instead of another activity.
Mother/Father
Think of a situation where your mother or father asked you to do something and you ignored them. Pretend to have an argument between a parent and a kid over this issue.
Mom or Dad is talking to the child about something they are supposed to do. The child does it, but is very sarcastic and nasty in the process.

Kill
You are in a car with a friend who is driving way too fast and doesn’t seem to care that s/he is putting his/her  and your life in danger.
A group of kids is taunting another kid, saying that s/he is worthless, stupid and not good for anything.

One person wants to give money to help starving children in another country and the other says not to do it. 

Adultery

A cute girl comes up and flirts with a boy in her class, even though they both know that he has a steady girlfriend. He explains that his girlfriend would be angry and she argues that it doesn’t matter because they’re not married.
Steal
Two friends discuss whether it’s okay to download some music illegally from the internet. 

A mother discovers that her preschooler took some candy from the checkout line at the grocery store.

False Witness
Two friends are gossiping about some kids from school.
Covet
Two little kids make a very long and greedy list to Santa.

Two teens are looking at cars in a showroom, discussing what car they want as a gift when they turn 16. 

Ten Commandments – Temple Courtyard
At a Glance

Children will put objects relating to each commandment in an “ark” and use them to help with memorization.
Outcome Objectives

1) Children can name all ten commandments when given the hint of a prop.
2) Children can name at least seven of the ten commandments from memory.

3) Given a list of the ten commandments, children can place at least six commandments in the right order

Supplies Needed

Balloon Pop: Balloons, candy, parachute
Ark of the Covenant: See attached list of objects

Advance Preparation

Prepare balloons for the Balloon pop game. Note that you will need to make a new set for each week’s game.
Assemble items for the large ark of the covenant (and individual arks if you are using them.)

Opening Activity

Sing the “Ten Comandments” theme song (Flintstones music) as a review.
Learn the Ten Commandments.

They're the rules that come from God above.

Learn the Ten Commandments.

They're the rules that are the rules of love.

God's first, don't have idols, do not swear

Keep the Sabbath, show your folks you care,

don't kill, commit adultery, 

steal, lie, or covet what belongs to

your friends and neighbors,

be faithful unto God!

Let the children see the objects for the Ark of the Covenant.

Explain that the Biblical Ark of the Covenant was a special way to carry the law from place to place. The tabernacle was a special tent where the ark was kept.

To find out what it looked like, read together Exodus 37:1-9; to find out how it was set up, read Exodus 40:16-21.

Explain that instead of putting in stone tables of the law, you are going to put in objects that remind you of each of the Ten Commandments. 

If this is the first week or two, you might want to read the commandments together in Exodus 20:1-17. If this is a later week of rotation, you may try and tell the commandments from memory.

NOTE: If you are telling the commandments from memory, you should still help the children find them in the Bibles, and mark their own Bibles with a highlighter. Knowing where the ten commandments are found in scripture is an important part of Biblical literacy. Even the K-1 class who can’t yet read, can practice looking up verses in scripture. 

Main Lesson

Ark of the Covenant

Follow the attached directions

Balloon Pop

Follow the attached directions
Life Application

Use the journal pages to see how well the children are coming along toward knowing the commandments and placing them in the correct order (see outcome objectives)
Journaling

How good is your memory handout?

To take home

Small arks supplies.
Adjustments for age levels and abilities

For younger children, make sure you play with the Ark of the Covenant first. For the balloon pop game, take turns popping the balloons in order, and then reading (or you read) the commandment listed inside. To test comprehension, have them go to the ark and get out the object that goes with that commandment.
If you have extra time…

Using the papers from the balloon pop, pull out two commandments. Ask children which of the two comes earlier or later in the list of commandments. 
If time runs short…

Take turns popping balloons in order and reading each commandment.
Be creative

The objects in this ark are only suggestions. What else could you imagine using?

Balloon Pop

Supplies

10 balloons

Smartees, or other small candies to fit in balloons

Ten commandments written on small pieces of paper

Permanent marker for writing on balloon

Parachute (or bed sheet)

Purpose

To remember the Ten Commandments in the correct order.

Preparation

· Have all ten commandments written out on small pieces of paper.

· Roll up each commandment, put it inside a balloon, slip in also a candy such as a roll of Smartees, blow it up, and write the appropriate number on the balloon. (For example, roll up “do not covet other people’s things,” place in a balloon with the candy, blow it up, and write the number “10” on the outside of the balloon.)

Game Play

· Place the ten balloons on the parachute and bounce them around while you sing the Flintstone’s Ten Commandments song. 

· When the song ends, call out a child’s name. That child picks a balloon and calls out the number on the balloon. The child then has 15 seconds to tell you what that commandment is. (For example, if the child gets the balloon marked 10, s/he must say “Do not covet.”) 
· If the child gets it right, they can pop the balloon to get the quote and the candy. 
· If they get it wrong, tell them the correct answer, and the balloon goes back on the parachute.

Continue play until all ten balloons have been popped. Distribute extra candy so that everybody has some. 


Ark of the Covenant

1. Find a large box and paint it gold, 

2. Fold in the edges to make the box stronger and leave the box top open.

3. Find poles and either secure them to the bottom of the box, or cut two holes on two facing sides that you can insert the poles into.

4. Find the following objects to be placed in the ark.

· No Other God’s before me – large #1 fingers (i.e. “we’re No. 1—sporting events)
· Graven Image – large plastic (or stuffed) animal spray painted gold with “jewels” glued to it.
· Name in Vain – letters YHWH
· Sabbath Day – wooden church
· Mother/Father – a family picture in a frame
· Kill – toy sword, arrow, or gun
· Adultery – top hat and veil, or other wedding symbols
· Steal – bandit mask or a treasure chest with coins
· False Witness – large lips, toy telephone (symbolize gossip)
· Covet – clippings from magazines, toy catalogs
5. Lay out the items in no particular order. With the children, read and discuss the meaning of each commandment using their Bibles. Have them guess what object should go in the ark to represent that commandment. 
6. Have the children read each commandment a second time and ask them to remember which item was put in the ark. Take the items out as they name them.

7. This time, without reading their Bibles, see if the children can remember each commandment (in no particular order) using the props as reminders. 

8. Finally, have the children lay out the props in the correct order of commandments, 1-10. Have them check their work by using their Bibles.
Small arks

You can also assemble a small ark with similar objects for each child to take home. Go over the meaning of each symbol before leaving.

· No Other God’s before me - #1 fingers (i.e. “we’re No. 1—sporting events)
· Graven Image -- gold animal from charm bracelet
· Name in Vain – letters YHWH
· Sabbath Day – little churches
· Mother/Father – family picture
· Kill – little swords such as you might use for cocktails
· Adultery – wedding band
· Steal -- coin
· False Witness -- lips
· Covet – clippings from magazines, toy catalogs

How Good is Your Memory?  Name: ________________________________________

How well have you remembered the Ten Commandments?

1) From memory, list all ten of the ten commandments in the left column. 

2) Draw a line under the last one you could remember, get help to fill in the rest.

3) Next, using the right column sort them into the correct order.

4) Check you answers by looking up the Ten commandments in your Bible.

5) This week, at home, work on remember any commandments you got wrong, or in the wrong order.
LIST ALL TEN COMMANDMENTS
  PUT THE IN THE CORRECT ORDER

Shepherd Notes
Weekly Responsibilities

Your role is to be the group’s nurturer, who provides continuity from week to week. Remember that the teachers have different students every week and don’t get to know them all very well. That’s where you come in. Some suggestions include: 

· Greet children from your group as they arrive to opening time – try to remember specific things about each one of them, and ask them about their week.

· Take attendance (stamp passports if they are being used)

· Get complete information on any visitors and give that information to the church office for a mailing. Introduce visiting children (and their parents) to teachers, students, and other church members. 

· Make a note of any children who have missed more than one week and either send them a note yourself, or make a note for the church office to contact them. 
In addition you are responsible for:

· Keeping track of each student’s journal and placing journal pages in their journals.

· Reminding teachers to leave time for journaling.

· Running errands, i.e. to get more glue or make extra copies.

· Discipline problems that involve a child leaving the classroom.

· Escorting children to and from the bathroom.
Specific Responsibilities this rotation

Creation Station -

Fisherman’s.Net -

Loaves and Fishes Café -

Mountaintop Movies -

Moved by the Spirit -

Temple Courtyard -

� This project was found posted at rotation.org website. "The Big Ten" ...thou shalt! Lesson Set from Petersburg Pres. By Liz Weingart.�





� Idea came from posting at rotation.org courtesy of trishlynn posted October 31, 2003





