Spiritual Gifts (1 Corinthians 12)
Scripture

1 Corinthians 12:4-12, 14-21, 25-27
Memory Verse

“Now you are the Body of Christ, and individually members of it.” – 1 Corinthians 12:27
Bible Background

In the church of Corinth there was a great deal of arguing. Corinth was a town with a lot of trade and some people were very wealthy. Others not so much, and this seems to be at the root of some disputes about food. There may also have been doctrinal differences. In Chapter 1 we learn that some people claim to belong to Apollos and others to Paul. Paul is offended “Has Christ been divided?” Paul exclaims in 1:13. In Chapters 1-11 he addresses specific concerns, but in Chapter 12 he answers his own question in a way that puts to rest future divisions as well. Basically what he says is this. There are many different gifts. All are given by God and so all gifts should be respected – even if it isn’t your specific gift. Quarrelling over who is greater must not be part of the church. In the following Chapter 13, Paul lists how we are to treat each other, with love.
Teaching this Story to Kids

Children learn best by story, and Paul’s letters are not stories. So we need to create a story onto which we lay this teaching. In the case of Spiritual Gifts, we are going to lay it onto the children’s own story. Go to any playground and you will find a hierarchy in place of who is in and who is out. Some children that we teach will find themselves in the “in” group. Some will be in the “out” group. It is important to remember that both are present. There are no “those kids” only we.

Spiritual gifts are different from talents. Talent is something that you work at – playing piano, math homework, art. A gift is a way of being in and looking at the world that God put in you from the very beginning. Something can be both a gift and a talent – a natural gift for art that is cultivated by practice, for instance. While talents seem to be unfairly distributed, with some kids apparently having everything (remember the kid with good looks, grades, athlete, etc. that you were jealous of – or perhaps that was you!) Spiritual gifts on the other hand are planted in each person. Most spiritual gifts are things that get overlooked by culture – faith, discernment, wisdom, kindness, generosity. Children may be surprised to consider some of these things gifts. 
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Spiritual Gifts (1 Corinthians 12) – Creation Station
At a Glance

Children will write rings of words around pictures of themselves that tell about their spiritual gifts.
Outcome Objectives

1. Children understand that God gives each person spiritual gifts
2. Children understand that different people have different gifts – God does not want us to all be the same!

3. Children can name their own spiritual gifts 

4. Children can name the spiritual gifts in others.

Supplies Needed

Black construction paper 12X18
White pens (good quality, ordered from scrapbooking store, will write on black) or chalk

Picture of each child in black and white (see below)

I am You are handout

Advance Preparation

Pictures

· Take a picture of each child with a digital camera on a plain background.
· Manipulate the image into black and white, or preferably a high-contrast two color black/white image.

· Print out an image for each child with the image filling as much of the 8/12X11 paper as possible.

Opening Activity

{If someone in class hasn’t had their picture taken, see if you can arrange for someone to take a quick photo, download the image, and print it. They should have about 15-20 minutes so this should work. If not, that child can draw themselves in black marker on white paper and then cut it out and decorate as described}

Read the Spiritual Gifts passage 1 Cor 12:4-11, summarize for younger children. 
Make a list of spiritual gifts from that passage. Explain any that the children may not understand.

Explain that there are spiritual gifts that are not on this list. For instance kindness, generosity. Add those to the list, too.

Main Lesson

Pass out the I am/You are worksheets.
Put your name on the top line.

Have the children fill in their own gifts under the “I am” portion.

Then pass the sheet to the left and others will fill in under the “You are” portion.

Continue to pass and write something in.

Teacher and aide, please monitor to make sure nothing unkind is said. Add your own comments to the “You Are” sheets, especially if you see some that aren’t very full.

You may also choose to circulate your own sheet if you are brave.
When it gets back to the original owner ask:

· Are there things that people put down that surprise you?

· Are there things that you put down that the others don’t seem to know about?

· If so, is there a way that you can let that gift shine?

Write some sentences about yourself that includes what you wrote and what others wrote. We started it for you with I am a child of God. God has given me spiritual gifts.

Life Application

Children will cut out the picture of themselves and glue them to the center of the paper. (not too much glue) They should cut it out so that all we have is head, neck and perhaps shoulders, but no background.
Then they will write around it all the way around it statements about their gifts (sentences at the bottom of the sheet.) 

When they get all the way around, they start a second ring outside of the first one. Continue until the whole paper is filled. 

If they run out of things to write, they should start back at the beginning and write the same sentences again.

To take home

Keep the papers, don’t let them take them home. After teaching all groups, make a mural “We are the body of Christ, and individually members of it” and place the children’s images in the shape of a cross some place prominent.
Adjustments for age levels and abilities

For pre-readers, early readers, it might help to do each person’s sheet as a group rather than passing and writing. Leaders can write out sentences at the bottom which can then be copied by the children.
Talk to youth leaders. This could be an excellent lesson for tweens and teens.

If time runs short…

Encourage the children to return next week and add new thing that they have thought of.
Be creative

A cross is relatively easy, but you can put of the papers in the shape of a body or anything else you can come up with.

Name ___________________________________________________________

I Am

(make a list of things you know are your gifts)

You Are

(friends, teachers name gifts they see in you)
I am a child of God

God has given me spiritual gifts.


Spiritual Gifts (1 Corinthians 12) – Fisherman’s.Net
At a Glance

Using Google Docs, children will create a slide show for 1 Corinthians 12

Outcome Objectives

1. Children understand that God gives each person spiritual gifts

2. Children understand that different people have different gifts – God does not want us to all be the same!

3. Children can name their own spiritual gifts 

4. Children can name the spiritual gifts in others.

Software Summary

We will be using two programs on the internet
www.biblegateway.com
Children can look up the Bible passage in several different versions. 

www.google.com sign into trinity@trinityuccpottstown.org
(I will supply password)

Children will make a slide show using scripture cut and pasted from the online Bible and the Presentation option at Google Docs.

Supplies Needed

Loaded software
Bibles

Paper and pencil

Advance Preparation

Become somewhat familiar with Google Docs presentation (but know that the kids will probably be better than you anyway.)
Opening Activity

Begin by going over rules for internet usage. Anyone looking up inappropriate content will lose their computer privileges. This is not a time to do anything personal such as Facebook. They are to stick with the instructions for the lesson.

For your purposes, focus on later verses 1 Corinthians 4:12-21. If you have a large group of mature kids, you can assign each group a larger section and cover more of the scripture passage.

Find 1 Corinthians 12 in the physical Bible, first.
Then show them how to look it up online.

Change the version they are reading. Which one is easy to understand? Which is hard?

Allow each computer team to choose the version they like best.

Divide up the Bible verses between computers so that each group is only illustrating a section that can be spread over several slides.

Main Lesson
Have children add pictures using Google Images or other sounds or media.

Life Application

Take time to play all presentations in the order they appear in the Bible. 
To take home

If they know how, they may email their presentation to their own or their parent’s email address.
Adjustments for age levels and abilities

Try and schedule younger children for a later week. They can add or make changes to a presentation that was begun by one of the other groups.

Spiritual Gifts (1 Corinthians 12) – Loaves and Fishes Cafe
At a Glance

Outcome Objectives

1. Children understand that God gives each person spiritual gifts

2. Children understand that different people have different gifts – God does not want us to all be the same!

3. Children can name their own spiritual gifts 

4. Children can name the spiritual gifts in others.

Supplies Needed

Advance Preparation

Opening Activity

Main Lesson

Life Application

Journaling

To take home

Adjustments for age levels and abilities

If you have extra time…

If time runs short…

Be creative


Spiritual Gifts (1 Corinthians 12) – Mountaintop Movies
At a Glance

Children will watch the movie, Ratatouille, and discuss what Remy’s gifts are and how they are seen by others.
Outcome Objectives

1. Children understand that God gives each person spiritual gifts

2. Children understand that different people have different gifts – God does not want us to all be the same!

3. Children can name their own spiritual gifts 

4. Children can name the spiritual gifts in others.

Movie Summary

Ratatouille – Remy is a young rat who (unlike his rather gross family) has a gift for appreciating and cooking fine foods. He finds himself in a restaurant with a chance to prove himself.

Supplies Needed

Movies
Popcorn

Bibles

Paper easel

Advance Preparation

Watch the movie through the scene where Remy and Linguini successfully cook a meal by Remy pulling Linguini’s hair (there is an earlier less successful attempt where Remy has to bite Linguini).
Opening Activity

Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
Name some of the gifts named in that passage.

Explain that we are going to look for the spiritual gifts of the characters in the movie. Not only the main character, but also the other characters.

Main Lesson

Watch the movie, stopping it toward the end of every scene. What are the gifts of the different characters. Be sure to include the less admirable characters – father and brother rat, the nasty head chef, etc.  Keep a running list on your paper easel.

Life Application

By the stop point, you should have quite a gift of people and their gift.
Journaling

To take home

Adjustments for age levels and abilities

If you have extra time…

If time runs short…

Be creative


Spiritual Gifts (1 Corinthians 12) – Moved by the Spirit
At a Glance

Children will act out “The Spiritual Gift Exchange” and realize that God wants us to use the gifts God gave us.
Outcome Objectives

1. Children understand that God gives each person spiritual gifts

2. Children understand that different people have different gifts – God does not want us to all be the same!

3. Children can name their own spiritual gifts and the spiritual gifts in others.

4. Children understand that God wants us to use our spiritual gifts to serve God and others.

Supplies Needed

Copies of script “The Gift Exchange” from Goof Proof Skits for Youth Ministry by John Duckworth p. 129-133 ISBN 1-55945-795-3
Costumes – use any modern person costumes that seem to say something about your person.

OR

Puppets and Puppet Theater for younger children

For younger children – a recording of older children speaking the script from an earlier rotation.

{Optional: if you have a large group, have a CD player and music for the music  person to play, some flashlights for lighting design, etc. The idea is to make sure everyone will have a role to play in the production of your play.}

Bibles, paper and pencils for discussion.

Advance Preparation

For younger children, pre-record a copy of older youth or adults saying the script.
Write the character names on craft sticks. Make additional sticks that say “director” “costume design” “music coordinator” etc. in case you have more than 5 children.

Opening Activity

Begin with a seated read-through of the script.
Ask children what tone of voice should each line be read.

When should characters enter and exit the stage.

Second time around, do a run through on stage

Figure out where different figures should stand.

Main Lesson

What reasons did the customers in the play give for wanting to return their spiritual gifts?
How did the clerk respond in each case?

Can you name any other reasons people give for not using their spiritual gifts (I didn’t know I had any gifts, I like somebody else’s gift better, I don’t know how to use this gift etc.)

Read the Bible passage for the rotation.

Which spiritual gift might each of the Customers be talking about (we don’t know, but there are some that might be embarrassing, doesn’t fit, etc. – discuss it among yourselves.

Have each child write one or two of their spiritual gifts. 

How can you use your gift to serve God?

How can you use your gift to serve others?

How can you use your gift 5 years from now? 10 years from now? 20 years from now?

Life Application

Rewrite a scene between yourself as a customer and the clerk. (5-6 lines)
What would you say to the clerk about your spiritual gift?

Would you want it? Would you want to return it?

Would you like an instruction manual?

Read these together as you did at the beginning – how should you say this line, etc.

Choose one or two to act out with the printed script. Place them between Customer C and D.  Make changes if needed

If time permits, do a final run through with microphones.

Then…. 

Put it all on as a show at closing time.

Adjustments for age levels and abilities

For younger children, pre-record the action and then either act it out with movement, gestures and costumes, or use the puppet theater.

Spiritual Gifts (1 Corinthians 12) – Temple Courtyard
At a Glance

Children will play several games to help them understand the scripture passage. They will conclude by making a spiritual gift Tangram.
Outcome Objectives

1. Children understand that God gives each person spiritual gifts

2. Children understand that different people have different gifts – God does not want us to all be the same!

3. Children 9can name their own spiritual gifts 

4. Children can name the spiritual gifts in others.

Supplies Needed

Up Close and Personal  by Wayne Rice ISBN 0-310-52491-1

Give and Get Game p. 54

Bowl of pennies or other change (tokens can be used, but money is more meaningful)
Body Balloon Burst p. 34

One empty balloon per team

Body of Christ Tangrem

One copy for each student

Scissors

paper, markers or pencils

Bibles

Advance Preparation

Take a look at the games.
Opening Activity

Give and Get Game from Up Close and Personal p. 54
Adaptation: You provide the pennies.

Ask some of the questions provided with the game.

Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-6

In this passage, who gives the gifts?

Does God ever take these gifts back?

How do you know?

Main Lesson

Body Balloon Burst from Up Close and Personal p. 34
Adaptation: This doesn’t have to be a contest to work, so don’t worry if you don’t have kids for two teams. Use only mouth, hands and behind (4 people) if there’s not room or ability to carry people across the room.
Read 1 Corinthians 12:14-17

How does this passage from scripture fit with the activity we just did?

Could we blow up the balloon if we only had a left hand?

What about in real life? Would this group be different if ___ wasn’t here? How?

Did you ever think that the reason you come here, isn’t because you have fun? Maybe the reason for you to come is because you make this fun for someone else.

Life Application

Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 27 and fill in the instructions on the tangram page. Each piece of the puzzle should have a spiritual gift and the name of someone who has that spiritual gift. You can decide this individually or work together as a group.
{When you cut it apart it will make a cross. Place the hypotenuse of the large triangle up. The hypotenuse of the small triangles on the short sides of the large triangle and the squares above and below.}

Let the kids figure it out themselves. Tell them it is a cross if they get stuck. 

Ask: What do you think? Is being able to see how to put this together a spiritual gift? Why or why not? What name would you give that gift?

To take home

A penny (to remind them of God’s gifts)
Tangrams

Adjustments for age levels and abilities

For younger children you may want to put some spiritual gifts in the Tangram and just put people’s names in when you do the activity. Summarize rather than read some of the verses but still do the work of looking up the verse in the Bible to build Bible literacy skills.
If you have extra time…

Allow them to play one of the first two games a second time.
If time runs short…

Skip the middle game.
Be creative

The book Up Close and Personal was written for youth groups, but other games can be adapted to younger children as well. Look through and see if any seem to fit. 

Shepherd Notes

Weekly Responsibilities

Your role is to be nurture the group, by providing continuity from week to week. Remember that the teachers have different students every week and don’t get to know them all very well. That’s where you come in. Some suggestions include: 

· Greet children from your group as they arrive to opening time – try to remember specific things about each one of them, and ask them about their week.

· Take attendance (stamp passports if they are being used)

· Get complete information on any visitors and give that information to the church office for a mailing. Introduce visiting children (and their parents) to teachers, students, and other church members. 

· Make a note of any children who have missed more than one week and either send them a note yourself, or make a note for the church office to contact them. 
In addition you are responsible for:

· Keeping track of each student’s journal and placing journal pages in their journals. (If being used)
· Reminding teachers to leave time for journaling.

· Running errands, i.e. to get more glue or make extra copies.

· Discipline problems that involve a child leaving the classroom.

· Escorting children to and from the bathroom.
Specific Responsibilities this rotation
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