Sermon on the Mount

Scripture
Matthew 5-7

Memory Verse
Instead of one memory verse, this rotation will focus on learning several key passages from the Sermon on the Mount. Featured verses include the following:

5:13 “You are the salt of the earth.”
5:14 “You are the light of the world.”
5:39 “If anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also.”
5:44 “Love your enemy and pray for those who persecute you”
6:3 “Do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]6:20 “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
6:24 “You cannot serve God and wealth (mammon)”
6:33 “Strive first for the kingdom of God and its righteousness.”
6:34 “Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own.”
7:1 “Do not judge, so that you may not be judged.”
7:5 “First take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye.”
7:6 “Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls before swine.”
7:7 “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.”
7:12 “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” 
7:15 “Beware of false prophets who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.”
7:24 “Everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock.

Note that the Beatitudes (5:3-12) and the Lord’s Prayer (6:9-13) have been highlighted in other lessons.

Children will be picking their own verses from the Sermon on the Mount to memorize during this rotation.

Bible Background
If you can only quote a couple of things from the Bible, there’s a good chance that some of them come from Chapters 5-7 of Matthew, commonly referred to the “Sermon on the Mount.” With John’s farewell discourses [John 14-16] it is one of the most beautiful and eloquent passages in the gospels. Like John, it is an uninterrupted speech by Jesus. But there the similarity ends. The Farewell Discourses are ethereal and otherworldly. The Sermon on the Mount is full of practical instruction on how to live with others. 

Luke has a similar passage known as the Sermon on the Plain [6:17-49]. Some parts of the Sermon on the Mount not mentioned in Luke’s “sermon” can be found in chapters 11 and 12 of Luke. In all likelihood, the Sermon on the Mount was not one long sermon given in one place at one time, but rather occurred over the course of Jesus’ life – a little wisdom her, a little wisdom there. Matthew has taken on an editor’s role and put all the sayings into one place. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  The fact that Matthew and Luke have the same passages verbatim suggests that there was an earlier source document that both used when they sat down to write out their version of the gospel. This gospel source is referred to by scholars as “Q” for the Latin word for “source.” There is no existing copy of Q, but it has 
] 


Another interesting question is was the sermon given only to the disciples or was it given to the masses? Is it a message for everyone, or only a chosen few? In Matthew 5:1-2 it is explained that when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, presumably to be alone. After he sat down, his disciples came to him. It was to this select group that the sermon was given. This would seem to state that this is not a sermon of rules that we are to apply to the whole world. It is not a sermon for “those people.” Rather, it is a sermon intended for those who claim Christ as Lord and Savior, and who call themselves disciples. On the other hand, at the end of the sermon the masses were astounded by the authority with which Jesus taught (Matthew 7:28-29) which certainly suggests that there were large crowds present, not just the disciples. In Luke’s Sermon on the Plain, Jesus spoke to his disciples (Luke 6:20), but within the hearing of the people (Luke 7:1). Perhaps the eavesdropping crowd is the best answer to the question in Matthew as well.

It is not possible to give a detailed explanation of every passage. What follows is a brief explanation of what the significance of each passage and possible implications for daily life.

5:3-12	The Beatitudes
Things are different in the kingdom of God. Those who suffer on earth are rewarded in heaven. (This is even more evident in Luke’s version which includes “woes” for those who do well in this life.) Those who suffer are blessed because through their suffering they enjoy a special relationship with God. The one who is lowest in the worldly social structure is innocent of inflicting suffering on others.
Implications: What would happen if instead of struggling to succeed and avoid suffering in this world we focused our attention on the kingdom of God?

13-16 Salt and Light
Salt was used to preserve food in the ancient world and was a valued commodity. In this part of the world (near the very salty Dead Sea) the salt trade was a major economic force. Oil for a light also was an expense, with most people sleeping from sundown to sunup and lighting lamps only for a short time.
Implication: You are a rare treasure. Use your special gifts for God’s glory.

17-20 Law and the Prophets
An odd passage considering that Jesus regularly broke torah laws and chided those who kept to them very closely (scribes, Pharisees). The Hebrew word for law, torah, means more than what “law” means to us, and perhaps the best idea is to leave the word as “torah” and try to understand what that really meant. Torah is about the covenant with God and includes the stories of Noah, Abraham, and Moses, not merely a set of rules. It is the story of God’s saving grace through the people of Israel. It makes sense to say, not one letter of the promise is to be taken away and that Jesus fulfills this promise made long ago.
Implication: In what way does Jesus complete you?

21-48 “You have heard it said…”
Jesus is behaving in the tradition of Pharisaic scholarship here. He is taking ancient laws and reinterpreting them for the modern age. 

You shall not murder is pushed to incorporate not having anger at anyone
Specifically, people are encouraged to reconcile with your brother or sister before offering a gift at the altar. In the past, if you commit a sin against God OR against neighbor you make an offering to God asking for forgiveness. Jesus is pushing people that you don’t ask God to forgive your sin against your neighbor. You first ask your neighbor for forgiveness.
Implication: How good are we at saying we’re sorry when we’re wrong? How do we make amends to someone we’ve hurt? What does it mean to kill someone’s spirit?

You shall not commit adultery is pushed to include lusting after another and not divorcing or marrying a divorced woman. 
This takes away the power that men had over women to dismiss them whenever they displeased them. It is raising the value of the covenant – marriage is not something that you stick with a short while. It is a commitment of your whole self to this covenanted relationship. [In Luke’s version it is interesting to note that the power to divorce a husband for unchastity is extended to women – a power they never had before.] In the ancient world, divorce was a disgrace on women, not on men. She would get sent back to the home of her nearest male relative (father, brother) and the bride price kept or returned depending upon the severity or mildness of her offense. It increased the perception that women were property bought and sold. A woman who was dismissed without a male relative to take her in was generally reduced to begging and prostitution. 
Implication: We must adhere to our promises with all our heart, soul, and mind. Is it okay to fantasize about the latest movie or music star? How would dating be different if Jesus’ interpretation of adultery were adhered to?

Swearing an oath before the Lord is pushed to include anything you say.
This is the ancient equivalent of a signed and notarized contract vs. a verbal agreement. You went to the temple and before witnesses swore an oath to the Lord. Jesus is saying you don’t need all the legal hoopla.
Implication: Say what you mean, mean what you say. 

Eye for an eye is pushed to turn the other cheek. 
Eye for an eye sounds like harsh punishment to us, but in the ancient word where causing someone to lose an eye would mean death, this was the voice of moderation. You punish someone only as much as you were hurt and no further. Jesus is saying, don’t even go that far because it sets up a system for retaliation that will leave the whole world blind. When you are injured, don’t retaliate, and let yourself be vulnerable to further attack.
Implication: Retaliation is as wrong as the original wrong. How can we create a community that is focused on giving and forgiving? 

Love is pushed to include not just neighbor but enemy
Jesus’ point is that it’s easy to love people that love you. It’s hard to love people who hate you. Everyone can greet someone they know, but it’s hard to be welcoming to the stranger. 
Implication: Put aside your fear of strangers. We all have people we dislike and who give us a hard time. We need to put our energy into prayers for them and love directed toward them rather than wasting our energy with anger and hatred.

6:1-18 Almsgiving, Prayer, and Fasting
This is a warning against hypocrisy – people who put on a public show of faithfulness in order to be seen and respected. It is sometimes misinterpreted to mean that all our faithful actions should be done in a cloud of secrecy and in such a way that no one can know the truth – particularly almsgiving. If your intent is to show how good you are, then by all means do this privately. If your intent is to hide how little you give or how little you pray, then this secrecy actually works against us. And there is nothing wrong with someone else holding you up as a positive role model (see 5:13-16) you just can’t toot your own horn.
Implication: Why do you do what you do? 

7-15 The Lord’s Prayer
Debts refers not to monetary debts alone, but to anything good done for us for which our benefactor could receive repayment. Forgiving debt means you are no longer obligated to repay your benefactor. Forgiving other’s debts mean they no longer owe anything to you.
Implication: Have you ever held a grudge because someone failed to thank you, or because of a relationship where you seem to give and give and get nothing in return? Remember how much you have received without being expected to repay, and be merciful to others in return.

6:19-21; 24 Treasures
Chapter 6 speaks a lot to issues regarding money, here most explicitly. In some ways this is a return to the law as well – you shall have no other God before me. If you focus on money and “making it” in this world, that’s where your heart will be. If you focus on the kingdom of God, that’s where your heart will be.
Implication: How concerned are you with material gain? How much energy do you spend in making your financial goals? Now compare that to the energy spent striving for the kingdom. Where are you placing most of your effort?

6:22-23 The sound eye
This passage is placed in the middle of the passages about money and priorities and should be understood in that context. If you can see, the whole body is better off. If you are blind, the whole body suffers. In other words if you focus on the kingdom of God (light) everything about your life will improve. If you focus on worldly things (darkness) everything about your life will be darkness.
Implication: WWJD? Make decisions based upon Godly wisdom, not human wisdom.


6:25-34 Do not worry… seek first the kingdom of God
This continues the theme of putting God first, and not worrying about worldly things. It is all the more striking when we consider that this was not said to people who looked into full pantries and wondered “what should we eat for dinner tonight?” or into full closets asking “what should I wear today?” This was said to people who literally didn’t know where their next meal was coming from; people who when their only clothes wore out might not be able to purchase new. 
Implication: How much more of a condemnation is this to we who live in modern America? We can probably see that someone who has no food, clothing or shelter has a right to worry, and yet Jesus says not to. What does that say of those of us who have plenty of food, more than enough clothes, and warm dry homes?

7:1-5 Judging others
This continues the theme of the last chapter about priorities.  What do you work on first, your own spiritual blindness or that of your neighbor? (see 6:22-23) The question ultimately arises if you have ever completely cleaned up your own act, THEN can you criticize your neighbor? Surely there are times that we must show others the error of their ways! Or if all our sins are forgiven, doesn’t that then remove the log and allow us to see other specks? The vocabulary of this passage does not admit to that possibility. The language is extreme -- logs vs. slivers – and the hyperbole suggests that the ban on judging others is not temporary but always. In a world that tries to justify itself by comparing our own lives (favorably!) against those of others, we are told to stop justifying and accept our place as the worst of sinners. For, it is only in acknowledging our sin that we become full recipients of grace.
Implications: Who do you think you are better than? Who do you feel like telling “straighten up and fly right?” What happens to human relationships if we focus on other’s flaws and ignore our own?

7:6	Dogs and Pigs
An interesting passage in contrast the one that preceded it, for this could be seen as passing judgment. Dogs were not the petted pooches of our modern world, sleeping on the couch and growing fat on dog biscuits. They were expected to work. The food that they got were the rotten scraps that nobody wanted. There were also bands of stray, wild dogs who behaved little better than wolves, killing livestock, roaming the streets in search of food they could steal. Pigs were considered unclean animals. They violate Jewish dietary laws and a good Jewish household would never consent to own a pig. Giving what is holy to dogs could refer to dogs trying to get the animals and food offered at the temple. A pearl was something precious and rare. A pig would contaminate what is precious and rare, and furthermore have no concept of its value but trample it underfoot.
Implications: What do we have that is “holy” or rare and precious? What does it mean to be good stewards of these holy and precious things?

7:7-11	Ask, Search, Knock
A lot has been written about this passage. “Ask and it will be given to you” is pretty straightforward, and yet we know that not every prayer asking for something is granted – and not just the people who ask to win the lottery, or a promotion at work. People ask for healing for instance, and yet many still die; families plead with God for the safe return of a kidnapped child, and yet the child is found murdered. How do we understand these unanswered prayers? Is Jesus overly idealistic? Was this part intended as a message only for the disciples?  Should we take a next-world approach and say what we ask for and are denied in this life we will receive in the next? Part of the answer lies in the understanding of a wrathful God, who was displeased with people who asked for the wrong things. Jesus wants people to rely on God, and not practice self-censorship. Vs 11 makes it clear that you won’t be punished for asking – given a stone instead of bread – because God is at least as good of a parent as you are. This passages is also a statement of how God attends to our needs.
Implication: Pray, ask, seek, knock. Don’t hold back on prayer; don’t be overly concerned with praying for the “right” things. 

7:12 The Golden Rule
This passage is not unique to Jesus. Virtually all world religions have some form of this principle. The phrasing can be understood two ways: (1) for self-reflection. Before you do or say something, consider how that would make you feel. Then go through with your action, or restrain yourself accordingly; (2) Prescriptive. What you do to others will come back to bite you, or to reward you. 
Implication: Create the world you want to live in.

7:13-14 The Narrow Gate
Okay, so which is it? Matthew 11:30 “for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light?” or this passage “For the gate is narrow, and the road is hard that leads to life, and there are few who find it”? (apparently they weren’t searching in Mt. 7:8 where everyone who searches, finds) This passage does seem like a contradiction. Jesus spent much of his ministry chiding the Pharisees and Sadducees that they were trying to make ordinary people go to extraordinary means, and insisting on the graciousness of a loving God. And then there are a few passages like this (Matthew 25:32, the separation of the sheep and the goats is another) where Jesus seems strict and judgmental. Can we say that our spiritual walk contains both a hard road and an easy yoke? Do we understand one portion as regarding consequences between humans and one are regarding relationship between a believer and God’s grace/judgment?
Implication: What specifically makes the Christian walk difficult for you? Are you willing to stay on this hard, narrow road? What are examples of the road to destruction that many follow?

7:15-20 Good Tree=Good Fruit, Bad Tree=Bad Fruit
Sometimes you can’t read “the tree” or in this case the prophet. What is the obvious difference between someone who is preaching a prophetic word of God, and someone who is full of hooey? Jesus is telling us that you can’t necessarily tell the difference by looking at the person or what they say; you know by looking at what they produce around them. If they sound good, but are producing trouble everywhere they go, then they are not good. Good fruits, as defined by Paul in Galatians 5:22-26, are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
Implication: When you find these “fruits of the spirit” in abundance, you have found a “good tree.” Who do you know who produces love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control? Do you produce these things? What does this passage say about you and other people in your life?

7:21-23 Not everyone will enter the kingdom
 This is the summary conclusion of the last two sections. There is more to being a disciple than simply calling on Jesus’ name. From a practical point of view this makes sense. Certainly there are people who claim Christ as Lord and Savior whose ruinous lives might make us question what their claim means! And yet, we must not forget that this chapter begins with a mandate not to judge others. These words of Jesus are intended to make us examine OURSELVES, not condemn others. Specifically, the items mentioned in vs 22 are prophesy, casting out demons, and deeds of power. This could mean that Jesus is only condemning those, high-profile good works – or is warning those that practice these high-profile works that they are held to a higher form of judgment? What do you think?
Implication: Paul emphasizes over and over again that we are justified by faith, not good works. James (2:14-17) says that faith with out works is dead. What do you hear in this passage? What do you believe about faith and good works?

7:24-29 House upon the rock, sand
Before there was cement, house builders would want to locate a large, strong rock. The best rock would be a naturally found rock, already well-imbedded in the ground, upon which the house is built. Elsewhere, Jesus is referred to as the building block, which was rejected, has become the chief cornerstone.
Implication: What besides Jesus do you rely on? (family, investments/income, your own wits) Do you ever find yourself relying on those things more than you do on Jesus? In what circumstances? What could you do to change the balance in favor of relying more on Jesus? 

Teaching this Story to Kids
This is a great lesson for encouraging children to bring their own Bibles to highlight, underline, and make comments about. Children should be encouraged to scan the sermon for phrases they particularly like, or remember hearing. 

With older children, this is a good opportunity for bringing out other translations of the Bible to compare and contrast. The King James Version and Revised Standard Version, while harder to understand, contain phrasing that is familiar in literature and popular culture. (Compare for instance 7:1 “Do not judge, so that you may not be judged.” [NRSV] with “Judge not, lest ye be judged.” [KJV] for instance.)

Lesson Summary
Creation Station -	Children will make a mountain using tinted plaster into which they will insert important sayings of Jesus.
Fisherman’s.Net -	Children will play Galilee Flyer Sermon on the Mount
Loaves and Fishes Café –	Children will make fortune cookies into which they will insert sayings from the Sermon on the Mount.
Mountaintop Movies 	Children will listen to the Gospel of Matthew Sermon on the Mount, and will cheer on passages they particularly like.
Moved by the Spirit -	Children will create tableaus – still pictures using live people .
Temple Courtyard -	Children will present parts of the sermon using different “voices” i.e. surfer dude.



Fill in the Blanks

All of these verses are found in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel of Matthew. 
If you are really confident, try filling in the blanks – then check your work by looking them up.

5:13 	“You are the ________ of the earth.”
5:14 	“You are the _________ of the world.”
5:39 	“If anyone _________ you on the right _______, turn the other also.”
5:44 	“________ your enemy and _________ for those who persecute you”
6:3 	“Do not let your _____  _______ know what your right hand is doing.”
6:20 	“Where your treasure is, there your _________ will be also.”
6:24 	“You cannot serve God and _________ (mammon)”
6:33 	“Strive first for _____ ________________ ____ ______ and its righteousness.”
6:34 	“Do not _______ about tomorrow, for _________ will bring worries of its own.”
7:1 	“Do not _______, so that you may not be judged.”
7:5 	“First take the _______ out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the ____________ out of your neighbor’s eye.”
7:6 	“Do not give what is _______ to dogs; and do not throw your __________ before swine.”
7:7 	“_______, and it will be given you; __________, and you will find; __________, and the door will be opened for you.”
7:12 	“____ ____ ____________ as you would have them do to you.” 
7:15 	“Beware of false _____________who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.”
7:24 	“Everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a _________ man who built his house on __________.

Sermon on the Mount – Opening Time

NO CHAIRS – everyone is encouraged to sit on a blanket on the floor to remember how people gathered to listen to Jesus.

Song/s
Opening –  Rainbow Sing-along #10 “Jesus Put This Song Into Our Hearts”
Have the children and adults stand in two concentric circles. The inner circle dances clockwise, the outer circle counter clockwise. If there aren’t enough, just form one circle. Dance with your hands on the shoulders of the person next to you. Step is a “grapevine” Lead foot side, other foot behind, lead foot side, other foot front – continue, picking up the pace as you go.
Closing –  Rainbow Sing-along #38 “Walk in the Light”

Memory Verse/s
5:13 “You are the salt of the earth.”
5:14 “You are the light of the world.”
5:39 “If anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also.”
5:44 “Love your enemy and pray for those who persecute you”
6:3 “Do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.”
6:20 “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
6:24 “You cannot serve God and wealth (mammon)”
6:33 “Strive first for the kingdom of God and its righteousness.”
6:34 “Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own.”
7:1 “Do not judge, so that you may not be judged.”
7:5 “First take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye.”
7:6 “Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls before swine.”
7:7 “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.”
7:12 “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” 
7:15 “Beware of false prophets who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.”
7:24 “Everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock.

Discussion/Questions
Week 1	Introduce the Memory Verse Mountain Climbers

Week 2	Memory Verse Mountain Climbers
Encourage children to find Matthew 5 in Bibles (beginning of sermon) and the end of Chapter 7. How long is this sermon? Explain that probably Jesus gave many sermons and Matthew smushed it all down into one sermon because he was trying to make it all fit. Probably included jokes and stories and explanations. What we have is the shell meaning.

Week 3		Memory Verse Mountain Climbers
Quiz – Fill in the blank (memory verses)

Week 4	Memory Verse Mountain Climbers
		Find it

Week 5	Memory Verse Mountain Climbers
Quiz – Start of verse, what’s the next part?


Prayer
Thank you for giving us words to live by.

Other



Sermon on the Mount – Creation Station

At a Glance
Children will create a plaster mountain onto which they will attach toothpick flags with passages from the Sermon on the Mount.

Outcome Objectives
1) Children know that the Sermon on the Mount is located in Matthew 5-7 and can find it in their Bibles.
2) Children understand that the Sermon on the Mount teaches us how to live in community with others.
3) Children can identify verses that are meaningful to them.

Supplies Needed







Bibles 
Matthew 5-7 phrases on 
  1 ½  X 2 ½  inch 
  pieces of paper
Toothpicks
Glue or scotch tape
Newspaper
Paper Plates
Masking tape
Zipper bags
Plaster (Sculptamold)
Sifted dirt or sand (dry)
Artificial or dried flowers, 
  grasses, pebbles, etc. 

Advance Preparation
Make flags by rolling ½ inch of short end of paper around a toothpick to make a flag. Secure with low temperature glue gun, or with clear tape. Younger children should have flags with verses printed on them. Older children can print their own onto blank flags. They will complete less, but this increases their knowledge of the scriptures.

Practice making a mountain following the instructions. Follow the manufacturer’s instructions regarding the plaster.

Measure plaster for each child into a plastic zipper bag. Do not add liquid until you are ready as the product sets quickly.

Opening Activity
Explain what the Sermon on the Mount is and help the children locate it in their Bibles.
Explain that this sermon teaches us how to live in community with others. 

Ask the children to find passages from the Sermon on the Mount that are meaningful to them. Older children should write these on flags. Younger children can select pre-printed verses. 

[Note: having older children write the verse themselves helps them learn it better. It is tempting to skip this step to allow more time for the art project, but remember learning the story is the key, not making the best mountain]

While they are doing this, mix and prepare plaster for the number of children in class.

Main Lesson
Make your mountain.
1) Wad up some newspaper and attach it to the paper plate with masking tape. This is the foundation on which you will add plaster
2) Mix plaster (Sculptamold) with water. Shape it into a mountain. 
3) Sprinkle sifted dirt or sand over the wet plaster.
4) Decorate as desired
5) Insert and remove empty toothpicks to create some holes for the flags to go in and out of. Don’t insert the actual flags until the plaster dries unless you want them in there permanently.

Life Application
Clean up as a group

Share with one another the scripture passages the children have chosen.
What do you think Jesus was saying?
How does this message apply to you?
How would you act differently if you were living by this rule?
How does this rule help build a caring community.

Close with a prayer thanking God for wisdom.

Journaling
Imagine that you were on the mountain listening to Jesus. What would you remember most about that day? Write a diary entry about it.

To take home
Projects will need to dry until next week to avoid breaking. However, if you have visitors, the project should be dry enough to move carefully by the end of class. “

When children take home their creations, include the sheet “Living by the Word.

Adjustments for age levels and abilities
Younger children can use pre-printed sayings rather than writing them out. Still, allow them to choose their favorites.

If you have extra time…
Make additional flags.

If time runs short…
The Life Application questions and discussion can take place during the project rather than waiting until all are done.

Be creative
We have a lot of 2 inch blue foam which is leftover from Temple Courtyard construction. That would be a better surface to stick toothpicks into if you can figure out how to use it.
There are model railroad materials that resemble green moss that can be used instead of (or alongside of) the dirt for a grassy, less muddy, mount. Old herbs and spices would also work well to simulate grass and dirt and give off an interesting smell. This is a good project for raiding the supply cupboards in the nursery.

Living By the Word

Parents, 

Your child has completed a mountain with passages from the Sermon on the Mount, found in Matthew Chapters 5 -7. Here are some creative ways to use the mountain:

· Set it someplace prominent near where you say prayers together, such as on a nightstand in the bedroom, or on the table where you share family meals. Carefully pull out a flag and toothpick (or if it is really stuck, simply look at it) and read the passage. You and your child discuss what this passage means to you, and how it might impact your life. Say a prayer for God’s guidance in this area.

· Treat each flag as a memory verse to be worked on by the entire family. When you have memorized the verse, remove it, possibly replacing it with a new one. [Or, take out all flags and when you have memorized it, insert it].  Periodically review memorized verses to make sure that they aren’t forgotten.

· Try making some additional flags with other verses from Matthew 5-7 or even other favorite passages of scripture. To make flags, begin with paper 2 ½ X 1 ½ inches long, and wrap ½ inch of a short end around a toothpick and secure it. Add them to your mountain after discussing them. 

· When things come up in day to day life that connect to the Sermon on the Mount, help the children find the passage of scripture that applies to what is going on in their life. For instance a child that is very angry and wants to “beat up” a child that has hurt him/her can be directed to Matthew 5:39—turn the other cheek; a child critical of others, Matthew 7:1—judge not lest ye be judged; a child worried about many things, Matthew 6:34 – do not worry about tomorrow. 

· Continue to make this a central feature for your child by periodically dismantling and redecorating the plaster mountain. Dry flowers or grasses and glue them to the mountain. Bare spots can be recovered using dirt, chopped leaves, or extra herbs and spices.

· Make Jesus and the disciples using clothespins or by twisting wire. Use scrap paper or tissues to make clothes. Play with the characters, making them give the sermon and ask the questions.

Let us know how your Sermon on the Mount works for you and your family!






Matthew 5:13 “You are the salt of the earth.”
Matthew 5:14 “You are the light of the world.”
Matthew 5:39 “If anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also.”
Matthew 5:44 “Love your enemy and pray for those who persecute you”
Matthew 6:3 “Do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.”
Matthew 6:20 “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Matthew 6:24 “You cannot serve God and wealth (mammon)”
Matthew 6:33 “Strive first for the kingdom of God and its righteousness.”
Matthew 6:34 “Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own.”
Matthew 7:1 “Do not judge, so that you may not be judged.”
Matthew 7:5 “First take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye.”
Matthew 7:6 “Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls before swine.”
Matthew 7:7 “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.”
Matthew 7:12 “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” 
Matthew 7:15 “Beware of false prophets who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.”
Matthew 7:24 “Everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock.


Sermon on the Mount – Fisherman’s.Net

At a Glance
Children will play Galilee Flyer “The Sermon on the Mount” to learn more about that sermon and what it means.

Outcome Objectives
1) Children increase their familiarity with passages from the Sermon on the Mount
2) Children can find the Sermon on the Mount in their Bibles

Software Summary
Galilee Flyer – Children select the Sermon on the Mount flight. They then swoop through the air “catching” “V” Verse, “Q” Question or “D” Discussion. V’s must be caught and answered correctly to win. Q’s can improve your score. Ds do not affect your score. Players must land their plane to get their score. [Note: there is no time limit for answering questions – players should read the question carefully, looking it up in their Bibles if necessary.] You can also land to hear Jesus speak, or watch a video of the probable location of the Sermon on the Mount. For complete description of the program, check the software binder in the computer room or open c:\flyer readme file.

Supplies Needed
Galilee Flyer is installed on all the computers in the lab. 
Bibles for each student are also needed

Advance Preparation
Learn to fly!! This program is a little tricky – definitely requires some gaming skills. You WILL need practice to help effectively.

Opening Activity
Read together Matthew 5:1-2. To whom is Jesus speaking? (the disciples)
Read together Matthew 7:28-29 To whom is Jesus speaking? (the crowd)

Ask for the children’s help in explaining the discrepancy. (One possibility is that Jesus was talking to the disciples, but others came around and eavesdropped).

Why is it important to remember that Jesus was speaking to his select, chosen disciples? (One possibility is because it helps us remember that the sermon is for those who believe in Jesus. We are supposed to apply these verses to our own lives, not hold them up as a standard for others.)

Explain that everything between these two passages is the sermon on the mount – Chapters 5, 6, and 7 of Matthew. Also mention that Luke has a shorter sermon in Luke 6:20-49.


Main Lesson
Play Galilee Flyer, Sermon on the Mount
Encourage the children to make notes in their log books about each Bible verse before clicking “OK” after answering a question.

Life Application
Have a child (or children) fly to the discussion questions (they probably know where they are by now) and answer the questions there.

Journaling
Log notes equal journaling for this lesson

To take home
Log notes. Situation – Verse matching game.

Adjustments for age levels and abilities
You can play this game with first grade and younger IF you bring in a youth helper for each computer to help the children read questions. These helpers need to CLEARLY UNDERSTAND the difference between doing it FOR the children and providing assistance. Taking away the controls is a sure way to bore a young child. Instead, place your hand over their hand and guide them. Assistants should read questions aloud for children, but let the children answer the questions themselves, or aid them in looking up the answers.

If you have extra time…
Play again to improve your score

If time runs short…
Games can be saved. Encourage children to come early next week, or to play during coffee hour to finish their games.

Be creative
There are drawing, writing, and Q&A programs available in the lab. There is also some information about the Sermon on the Mount in “Life of Christ.”
Sermon on the Mount – Loaves and Fishes Cafe

At a Glance
Children will make “fortune cookies” which will have verses from the Sermon on the Mount inside.

Outcome Objectives
1) Children can name the “Sermon on the Mount”
2) Children can find Matthew 5-7 in their Bibles
3) Children understand the Sermon on the Mount gives us advice we are expected to follow.

Supplies Needed
Varies, depending upon recipe chosen.

Advance Preparation
Look over the three fortune cookie recipes (attached) and determine which one you think will work best for your group. The second recipe is the most traditional, but it doesn’t give the children much to do because the dough is made ahead and chilled. 

Opening Activity
Make the cookie recipe of your choice.  (You may want a helper to begin baking these once the children are writing on their papers)

Main Lesson
Ask the children why they think Jesus gave us the Sermon on the Mount?

Read together Matthew 7:24-27 about the wise and foolish builders.
Why was the first builder wise? (he built on a solid rock)
Why was the second builder foolish? (he built on the sand)
What happened to the first house? (it stood)
What happened to the second house? (washed away)
The first builder is compared to whom? (Everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them 7:24)
What words is Jesus referring to? (Sermon on the Mount)
What does it mean to “act on” the words of Jesus?
Can you find a verse that you might want/need to “act on?”

Invite the children to write out (older) or select (younger) verses that are meaningful to them or their families. These will be the center “fortunes” of the fortune cookies.


Life Application
Prepare the cookies and place the fortunes prepared by the children in the center. Give each child a paper bag with their[footnoteRef:2] fortunes cookies enclosed. Encourage them to share them with their families and/or open one each day and read the message from Jesus. [2:  To keep yourself sane, you might want to simply make cookies and insert fortunes, then divide them up at the end. Part of the fun then, is that you don’t know what the fortunes will be because you may not have written them!] 


What are fortune cookies?
What do they say inside?
How are the verses from the Sermon on the Mount LIKE the phrases found in fortune cookies? How are they DIFFERENT?

If time permits, allow each child to open and eat a cookie, sharing the fortune inside with the rest of the group. Discuss the meaning of the verses as time permits.

Journaling
Children may want to keep a log of the verses they select for their fortune cookies for future reference. If they brought their own Bibles, they can be encouraged to underline or highlight the verses they selected.

To take home
Fortune Cookies; Crossword Puzzle

Adjustments for age levels and abilities
Younger children should select pre-printed verses. STILL, this should be a learning experience. Read the verses, help them see which ones they like and/or understand. 

If you have extra time…
Discuss the meanings of the verses placed in the fortune cookies.

If time runs short…
Switch to using pre-printed verses after children have written one favorite verse.

Be creative
There are more fortune cookie recipes out there. If you know of a better recipe, give it a try!

Good Fortune Cookies - makes 32 cookie  (Recipe #1)

  					
					
Ingredients: 
	1 cup sifted cake flour
	8 tablespoons sugar
	4 tablespoons cornstarch
	1/8 teaspoon salt
	7 tablespoons oil
	4 egg whites
	4 tablespoons water
	1 teaspoon vanilla extract
 


Stir together the dry ingredients.  Add oil and egg white and stir until smooth.  Add water and mix thoroughly.  Lightly grease the electric skillet.  Pour 1 tablespoon of the batter into the skillet and spread into a 3 1/2 inch circle, using the back of a spoon.  Cook over low heat until lightly brown (about 3-4 minutes).  Flip over and cook for one minute more.  

Remove the cookie from the pan and place on a paper towel.  Place the “good fortune” in the center of the circle and fold the cookie in half over it.  Fold the cookie in half again by placing the folded edge over the edge of a bowl.  Cool cookies in a muffin tin to hold their shape.  Makes 32 cookies.  

After cookies are cool, allow children to eat one.  Wrap remaining cookies in napkins for children to take home to share with family or friends.  



FORTUNE COOKIES (Recipe #2)

Supplied Materials: 
Paper, Scissors, Pens
Chilled Cookie Dough
Cookie Sheets
Muffin pan

THE RECIPE (can make a double batch)
Ingredients:
2 large egg whites
Pinch of salt
2/3 cup sugar
¼ tsp vanilla
1 cup flour
1 tsp instant tea powder
2 tbsp water
6 tbsp margarine melted

Mix egg whites with salt and sugar. Stir in, in this order: vanilla, flour, tea, water, and margarine. Mix well and chill thoroughly. 

Prepare fortunes by writing messages
on about 20 strips of paper.

TIPS:
-- Make only two or three cookies at a time, because the cookies become stiff very quickly and when cooled are too brittle to bend into their familiar shape.

-- To form into the crescent shape, have a thin-edged bowl or pan on hand, along with a muffin pan.

-- To handle the hot cookies, wear white, cotton gloves.


FORTUNE COOKIES (Recipe #3)

Preheat the oven to 300F.

INGREDIENTS:
8 oz . flour 
2 tablespoons cornstarch 
4 ounces sugar 
1/2 teaspoons salt 
2 egg whites 
4 ounces vegetable oil 
1 teaspoon water 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DIRECTIONS

In a large bowl, Sift together the flour, cornstarch, sugar, and salt. Stir in the oil, egg whites, water, and vanilla. On a well-greased baking sheet, roll a very thin 4-inch circle of dough and bake for 15 minutes or until golden.

Remove one cookie at a time from the oven with a wide spatula; working quickly follow these four steps: 

1. Flip cookie onto cotton gloved hand. 
2. Hold fortune in center of pliable cookie while folding cookie in half. 
3. Grasp ends of cookie and draw gently down over edge of muffin pan to crease at center of cookie.
4. Fit cookie in muffin pan (points down) to hold shape as it cools. If cookie hardens too quickly, put it back in the oven for about 1 minute. 


Store in airtight container. 

HAVE FUN!

Sermon on the Mount – Mountaintop Movies

At a Glance
Children will listen to the Gospel of Matthew’s version of the Sermon on the Mount, and will cheer on passages they particularly like. 

Outcome Objectives
1) Children will gain a sense of the message and language found in the Sermon on the Mount.
2) Children will identify things in the sermon that are hard to do.
3) Children will discuss what it really means to cheer on and encourage one another in the Christian walk.

Movie Summary
The Visual Bible: Matthew Vol. 1 – The section on the Sermon on the Mount occurs about halfway through volume 1 and lasts 22 minutes in its entirety. [You may want to edit] All speaking is directly from the NIV Gospel of Matthew. Explain to the children ahead of time that scene cuts between the actor playing Jesus, and St. Matthew dictating to scribes in later years. [That’s an interesting point to make because the gospels weren’t written word for word in Jesus’ presence, but rather written down decades later by early believers.] This version of the gospels was critically acclaimed by some, and dished by others, because of its depiction of Jesus as a nice, friendly guy rather than a mystical sounding sage. What do you think is the correct depiction of Jesus?

Supplies Needed
Ribbons, streamers, scarves, pom pons – anything you can come up with to help cheer on the “event.” You may even want to bring some face paint to paint a cross on the cheeks of your rowdy “football” fans.

Advance Preparation
Preview this section of the movie, and decide where you want to stop the action and introduce an activity. A good suggestion is to do this frequently at the beginning, have a longer section for listening, followed by several stop action activities in a row. 

Opening Activity
WARNING!!! THIS LESSON HAS THE POTENTIAL FOR BEING EXTREMELY BORING! The video is intended for an adult audience and is let’s face it, a sermon – not the most exciting learning format for children. SUCCESS DEPENDS ON HOW WELL YOU BUILD UP ENERGY IN THIS OPENING SECTION, and your ability to continue the energy level through the movie viewing.

Explain that for today’s movie, we are going to pretend we are on a mountain (this is, after all, MOUNTAINTOP Movies) listening to Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. But instead of listening quietly to a sermon like we do in church, we are going to pretend that this is a sporting event, and you are cheering on Jesus. [NOTE: You can probably see activities 3 and 4 being divided along gender lines. That’s fine as long as there are enough children in each group.] Explain and practice each activity, handing out props and/or face paint.

Activity #1  The Wave. (whole group)
Practice standing and sitting, wave style. Sit children in a single row if attendance is spotty.  For this activity you can stop the video, or if you think they can still pay attention, they can do the wave while the video continues.

Activity #2 Chant (whole group)
The group picks out one or two words from what was just said and repeats them over and over again. [You will probably have to give direction here] For instance, after Matthew 6:25 lead a chant “No Worry, No Worry”, or Matthew 7:1 “Don’t judge, Don’t judge.”

Activity #3 Cheer 
All or some of the students do the following cheer. Move streamers or pom pons left out, right out, left in, right in, to mimic a cross. Cheer:
Jesus, Jesus, he’s our man
If he says “do it” we know we can!

Activity #4 He’s #1 
Acting like rowdy football fans in front of a TV camera, some or all students bellow “Oh yeah! He’s #1! #1, yeah!”

Practice each activity, encouraging maximum rowdiness. If you want to add a bit of competition to see who can out shout each other, feel free.  

Practice with the group calling out either “Wave” “Chant” “Cheer” or “#1” with the children performing the required activity. When they have it down and are full of energy, it’s time to start the video.

Main Lesson
As you show the video, you will periodically put the player on PAUSE and shout out either “Wave” “Chant” “Cheer” or “#1”. You can do just one thing, one thing followed by a second, two things at the same time, or all three at the same time. Mix it up. 

If you have a lot of time, run through the video a second time, stopping in different places. Otherwise, move onto the Life Application discussion.

Life Application
Get out your Bibles and find Matthew Chapters 5-7. Encourage the children to recall, or locate in their Bibles, some of the passages from the Sermon on the Mount they remember from the movie. Locate chapter and verse and have everyone look up and read it together. 

Why do people act like this – wave, chant, cheers, shouting We’re #1 – when they go to a sporting event? How does it make them feel? The players? The other fans?
Why do you think we did all this crazy stuff while watching the Sermon on the Mount?
Are the things Jesus is asking us to do easy or hard? Ask for examples.
When someone asks you to do something hard, how do you feel?

If we walked around chanting “No Worry, No Worry” people would think we’d flipped our lids. How do Christians cheer each other on in real life? 
How does having other Christians support us help us do our best?

Journaling
Invite children to work in groups to write a new chant, cheer, cadence (military boot camp style chant) or rap to explain a message in the Sermon on the Mount. For younger children, work on memory verses.

To take home
Journal pages; Word Search Puzzle

Adjustments for age levels and abilities
This activity will work best with a large group of children, so have several age groups meet together. The older and younger can work together.

If you have extra time…
Watch the video again – cheering or silent. Or watch it encouraging children to add their chants and cheers at points they find appropriate. If you didn’t watch the entire section before, finish what you missed now.

If time runs short…
In this lesson, watching the entire Sermon on the Mount is less important than getting revved up by the activities surrounding it. If you need to take extra time to get the children in the “mood” and find you are pressed to watch the entire video, that’s okay. 

Be creative
Do you know of other ways rowdy sports fans shout out their support of their team? Innovate – just make sure they still get the point.

Sermon on the Mount – Temple Courtyard

At a Glance
Children will use puppets to present parts of the sermon using different “voices” i.e. surfer dude. 

Outcome Objectives
1) Children will “translate” scripture verses into a silly vernacular.
2) Using puppets, children will answer questions about what each verse means.

Supplies Needed

Bibles
English Dictionaries and/or Thesaurus
Bible Dictionaries
Selected Verses from sermon, cut apart and placed in a bowl
“Voices” cut apart and put in a bowl
Hand puppets
Puppet stage (optional) (pastors have one that can be brought in, you can improvise one, or simply speak from behind temple walls)
Paper, pens, etc.


Advance Preparation
Cut apart the verses and the voices and place in two separate bowls

The most difficult part of this lesson for you to teach will be finding ways to ask the puppets questions that will draw out information from them without being too threatening. There are some suggestions in the Life Application section below, but it might help if you can write some follow up questions for each verse children are choosing between.

Asking extra adults to help out with this activity is very helpful.

Opening Activity
Practice speaking in some of the “voices” to loosen the children up.
Find the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew Chapter 5 through 7 in the children’s Bibles. Mark the beginning of the section with a bookmark.
Invite the children to pick a puppet.

Main Lesson
Divide the children into groups of two or three.
Each group picks a “voice” and a Bible verse from the two bowls
Together the group “translates” from “normal” English into language that this “voice” might use. For example, Cookie Monster might translate Matthew 5:13
Me think you salt. Salt, no cookie, salt. If salt not salty then it not salt. If salt not salty, maybe it taste like COOKIE. If salt not salty, it not very good salt so me EAT unsalty salt (followed by sounds of active Cookie Monster eating)
Yes, this can get very silly.
The children should be encouraged to write a script which everyone practices.
When it comes time to share with the group, perhaps only one person/puppet will put on the “show” or perhaps two or more puppets will dialogue.


Life Application
Children introduce their puppet, then act out their “translation” with the puppet.

Speaking always to the puppet, not the child, the teacher then interviews them about the passage’s meaning and what it means for their (puppet) life. The puppet answers in character. For instance:
For “turn the other cheek”:  Mr. Frog, do you ever get in fights or arguments? What sort of things do frogs fight about? Based on this passage, what do you think Jesus would want the frogs to do when they start fighting? What about the boys and girls sitting here – what message do you think Jesus is trying to give them about fighting?

After all groups have put on a “show,” you will probably have time to do “Round 2” (and perhaps more) so have everyone pick a different verse and voice and repeat the process. Encourage a different child using a different puppet to speak in the next round.

Journaling
Write a page “What I Learned from the Sermon on the Mount” from the point of view of their puppet, rather than themselves. Younger children could draw a picture of their puppet.

To take home
Journal pages and translations. Fill in the blank activity.

Adjustments for age levels and abilities
Older groups of children may be able to ad lib verses/voices after they get a feel for things in Round 1. They may balk at using puppets, but once you are passed the “I’m too old for that” scene, they’ll usually get into the activity. Consider using the larger puppets rather than the smaller hand puppets.

For younger children, consider keeping the “voices” to familiar animated characters such as Cookie Monster, Elmo, Scooby Doo, etc.  Or let the children develop their own voice for the puppet. Don’t worry as much about “translation. Treat the verse as a memory verse and focus more on the “interview” of the puppets. For the youngest (pre-K and K) don’t worry too much about the accuracy of their interpretation – they are learning to think about Jesus and what he means for their life. Starting this process of thinking is MUCH more important at this young age than that they accurately answer the questions. 

If you have extra time…
If you run out of verses and voices, you can reuse them – they’ll probably come up in different combinations – until the end of class.

If time runs short…
Give the children the journal pages as an activity to complete during the sermon in worship. Encourage them to show you their completed stories after worship is over.

Be creative
If you have access to a video camera, tape all the children’s puppet performances and then play them back on the camera or on the TV/VCR. 

Surfer dude
Totally awesome dude! You get to rewrite your verse as though surf’s up! Waaay cool!

Pirate
Ahoy matey! Grr ye’ll be rewritin’ and readin’ yur verse likey pirate. 

Leprechaun
Ah, th’ luck of the th’ Irish! Ye’ll be rewritin’ yerr verse as though ye come from th’ Emerald Isles. 

Cowboy
Howdy! In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus is said to give a Sermon on the Plain, Great Plains, that is. All you cowpokes must rewrite your scripture verse like you’re telling it around the campfire, cowboy style.

Valley Girl
Get out! Like, I can’t believe that Jesus told this whole sermon! Retell this part of the sermon using your best Valley Girl language.

Beverly Hillbilly
Y’all come back now and hear a little bit of the sermon, hillbilly style. Don’t you be forgitten nothin’ now.

Shakespeare
What willst thou doest?
Giveth it thy best shot. Rewriteth this verse as though it comest out of the pages of Shakespeare.

Scooby Doo
Ruh-row. Instead of reading your verse straight from the Bible, you are to rewrite the words and say them as though you are Scooby Doo.

Broadway Musical
The hills (or mount) is alive with the sound of music…
Instead of reading your verses straight from the Bible, you are to rewrite them in the form of a song, and then present it as though this is a Broadway musical.

United Nations
Parlez vous Francais? Hablas espanol? Parli italiano? Pick an accent, any accent, and deliver your sermon in that voice. 

Cookie Monster
Sermon? Me no want sermon. Me want cookie. (tastes sermon) Mmm, sermon tasty. Taste good for you. Almost as good as… COOKIE (yum yum yum sounds of eating)

Shepherd Notes

Weekly Responsibilities
Your role is to be nurture the group, by providing continuity from week to week. Remember that the teachers have different students every week and don’t get to know them all very well. That’s where you come in. Some suggestions include: 

· Greet children from your group as they arrive to opening time – try to remember specific things about each one of them, and ask them about their week.
· Take attendance (stamp passports if they are being used)
· Get complete information on any visitors and give that information to the church office for a mailing. Introduce visiting children (and their parents) to teachers, students, and other church members. 
· Make a note of any children who have missed more than one week and either send them a note yourself, or make a note for the church office to contact them. 

In addition you are responsible for:
· Keeping track of each student’s journal and placing journal pages in their journals. (If being used)
· Reminding teachers to leave time for journaling.
· Running errands, i.e. to get more glue or make extra copies.
· Discipline problems that involve a child leaving the classroom.
· Escorting children to and from the bathroom.

Specific Responsibilities this rotation
Creation Station -	This is a potentially messy lesson. The best role for shepherds is to help clean up as the lesson goes along.
Fisherman’s.Net -	Sit with a child who might have problems reading. If the child is young, read the passage to them. If they are older, but a struggling reader, the two of you read aloud simultaneously.
Loaves and Fishes Café -	Help will be needed to shape the fortune cookies quickly as they come in and out of the oven. 
Mountaintop Movies -	Play along with the activities. Encourage the children to be silly and full of energy. 
Temple Courtyard -	Shepherds will play an active role with a small group of children writing “translations” of the Bible into a funny “language.” 

