Ruth Curriculum
Scripture

Ruth (entire book)
Background passages

Genesis 38 Story of Judah and Tamar
Ezra 9-10 Foreign wives and children rejected
Memory Verse

Ruth 1:16 “Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God.”
Bible Background

A series of unfortunate events

A famine in Judah causes a move to Moab. 

Elimelech death leads to his son’s marriage to local Moabite women (This would have been seen as a negative in that day)

The sons die childless (Some would see this as punishment for marrying foreigners)


These events are spelled out in the very beginning. The original hearers would have recognized Naomi’s utter helplessness in this situation. Some would have blamed her and thought her misfortune was the result of her acting outside the law of her people. She had left her people, her sons had married foreigners. 
Ruth does not leave Naomi

Naomi urges Ruth and Orpah to return to their mother’s homes after her sons (their husbands) die. Orpah does as she is told, but Ruth refuses. Naomi argues with her, explaining that even if she (Naomi) would have another son, would Ruth really wait for him to grow up?
To understand a lot of the reasons behind the action of the story, we need to understand the custom of marriage. If a man, particularly the oldest son and heir, dies before his wife gives birth to a son, then the dead man’s brother has the responsibility to marry his brother’s wife. The first son born from this union is not the child of whom we would consider the biological father, but is the child of the man who died. That also means that any inheritance that would have gone to the younger brother after the elders death, bypasses him and goes directly to this child.  (See the story of Judah and Tamar in Genesis 38 as an example of that custom – which Judah violates.) 
When Boaz decides to redeem Ruth by marrying her, he as next male kin is providing this service by the deceased husband. So Obed, handed over to Naomi at the end of the story, is considered by all the people there to be Naomi’s child – not Ruth and Boaz. An early surrogate mother! 

However, in Ch 1, the chance that Naomi will find a kinsman to redeem her and Ruth is slim to none. In going with Naomi, Ruth is taking on a life of extreme poverty and hardship, however she has better prospects than Naomi would have alone. She is young and able to work. And if necessary, she could have supported them through prostitution. 

Gleaning in the fields

In the harvest, the men would cut the sheaves of grain and stack them into rain resistant stacks of sheaves in the field. After they were dry, other workers would bring them in for threshing. This work was done by men. Women workers would come behind the harvesters and pick up any pieces of the sheaves that had been dropped. Individual grains were not supposed to be picked up by these women, for it was law that some grain should be left in the fields for the very poor to come through and pick up. 

Boaz notices Ruth in the fields and asks his servant who she is. His servant tells him Ruth’s story and also how hard she has been working. Boaz has mercy on her and shows her several kindnesses. First he tells her to work only in his field where he will not let his workers bother her. Second, he gets her to rest and gives her some bread and wine to eat. Third, he allows her to glean closer to the stacked sheaves than would normally be permitted. Finally, he instructs his servants to intentionally leave extra grain for her to pick up.
When Naomi learns what Boaz has done she instructs Ruth to stay in his field. After the harvest, she tells Ruth to go to the threshing floor. This reads pretty innocently in the scriptures, but it is actually pretty racy – a fact that does not need to be told the children. Threshing time was a lot of work, but it didn’t have to be done in a day. The sheaves were safely in, so there was time to celebrate. This usually included consumption of wine and rowdy behavior. Women of character did not go to the threshing floor where all the men were carrying on and passing out drunk. The term “feet” in scripture was a euphemism for any part of the body below the waist. [See Isaiah 6:2] Naomi telling Ruth to lie at Boaz’ feet was seduction as is Ruth’s statement “spread your cloak over your servant.” Boaz’ statement that another would have first choice to redeem Ruth suggests that he did not take advantage of the situation.
Redeeming Ruth

The other kinsman is not named. Boaz does everything above board. He sits with the kinsman at the gates of the city in front of ten elders – the ancient equivalent of having a lawyer represent you in legal proceedings. The other kinsman is more than willing to purchase a piece of land, but when he finds that Ruth comes with it, he is less pleased. He decides that it is okay with him in Boaz redeems Ruth instead of him. The elders and the people at the gates essentially cheer – the righteous Ruth has married righteous Boaz and a blessing is given so that they all live happily every after.
When Obed is born, the right of Ruth’s dead husband is not forgotten. He is presented to Naomi, and all the women congratulate Naomi on her son, Obed. They also congratulate her on Ruth, who is more valuable than seven sons (seven being a sacred number). Obed is compared to Perez, who is Tamar’s son by Judah (see Genesis 38) who was in a similar predicament to Ruth. Perez happens to be an ancestor of Boaz. Obed becomes the grandfather of King David.

Other background

Ruth is a foreigner. Marriage of foreigners is criticized in the Old Testament. Foreign wives such as Ahab’s Jezebel bring foreign gods into Israel. Ruth’s declaration in Ch. 1 of course declares that this is not the case for her – she will follow Naomi’s God, Yahweh.

Many scholars argue that Ruth was a late addition to the scriptures, put there to counteract the “throw off your foreign wives and children born through them” sentiments of Ezra that arose at the end of the exile. (See Ezra Chs. 9-10) 
 The idea that all men of Israel would throw off their foreign wives and their children is truly horrific if you figure how destitute these women and children would have been. There is no good evidence that this actually happened in large numbers. Remembering the story of Ruth, and faithful Moabite great-grandmother of David would have given people courage to disobey Ezra. 
How old was Ruth? The scripture doesn’t say, but there are a few clues that indicate she and Orpah may have been “married” as an infant or young child and raised in Naomi’s household until old enough to bear children – which may have not happened before their husbands’ deaths. Clues are that Ruth and Orpah were married ten years without producing any children, yet Ruth quickly had a child with Boaz. Naomi tells the two to return to their mother’s house, not their father or brother. While this could be because they had no living male relative to protect them, returning to the care of their mothers could also be a sign of their youth and virginity. Finally, Naomi’s instructions to Ruth in 3:4 indicate sexual inexperience. If this is true, then she is in her early teens. Boaz on the other hand is quite a bit older (3:10) as indicated by the term “my daughter” and the fact that he doesn’t class himself among the young men she could have pursued.  
Teaching this Story to Kids

Action, Consequence – As you teach this story to the children help them to think A caused B. Which of the A’s were human actions and which were God’s hand. For instance the famine caused Naomi and Eleminach to move with their sons to Moab. Ruth gleaning in the field, caused her kinsman, Boaz to take notice of her. Eventually all these events let to Obed’s birth, which led to David, which led to Jesus. Are these things God’s hand? Random chance? The result of a good or bad human decision? Help the children understand that an action they take today may have unforeseen consequences in the future.
Gleaning – this process left a piece of the harvest for the poorest of the poor. How do we provide for the poorest in our society? What can we learn from this story?

Family – Family is not just mother, father, and children in this story. It is about in-laws and extended, blended families. Help children to see the unusual formation of this family, particularly those children who may come from untraditional families. It will help them see that the Bible is for them, too!

Lesson Summary

Creation Station -
Children with make a 3D sculpture using tape
Fisherman’s.Net -
Children will use Bibleland.com 
Loaves and Fishes Café –
Children will make a soup mix that reminds them of the story.
Mountaintop Movies -
Children will watch Veggie Tales “Duke and the Pie Wars”
Moved by the Spirit -
Children will act out the story with puppets.
Temple Courtyard -
Children will play games to help them understand and sequence the story.

Ruth Curriculum – Opening Time

Song/s

Opening – 

Closing –

Memory Verse/s

Discussion/Questions

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3


Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Prayer

Other

Ruth Curriculum – Creation Station
At a Glance

Children will work together as a group to illustrate the idea “Ruth clung to Naomi” using cling wrap and packing tape to make a life-size sculpture.
Outcome Objectives

Children will represent the loving relationship between Ruth and Naomi.
Supplies Needed

Bibles

Cling Wrap in two different colors, one roll of each (but have a second one, or at least an extra clear one just in case – things get pretty messy.)
Clear packing tape – multiple rolls

Scissors

Christmas lights (optional)

Advance Preparation

Practice making a sample sculpture of at least an arm and hand to get a feel for how to wrap the cling wrap and tape, AND how many supplies you are likely to need. For the actual project you will be wrapping two arms and a torso for Ruth, a separate wrap for Naomi.

If you can find some extra adult hands, enlist them for the project. There is a lot of standing around and waiting for your turn and they can be of help. This is also a great opportunity for taking some pictures of the program – and extra adults can supervise the “waiters” in taking some digital pictures.

Opening Activity

Paraphrase Ruth 1, calling children’s attention to what it meant for a woman to be without a male to protect her. Ruth would have been safer going back to her family home like Orpah, but it would have left Naomi without any hope for the future.
Focus on verse 1:14 “Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.”

Ask the children to think of this image “Ruth clung to her.”

What might that have looked like?

Explain that today they are going to make a sculpture as a group using cling wrap and tape to show this part of the story.

Main Lesson

Find two volunteers to be the models. Have them pose in an embrace, then separate, still holding the pose as well as they can. 
Wrap their arms and upper torsos only, first in colored plastic wrap, then with clear packing tape to make a sculpture. Each part of them should be covered at least twice with the tape. Be sure to wrap tape so it crosses in opposite direction. 

CAREFUL not to tape the person’s skin or their hair!! OUCH!! 

Don’t bind them in too tight or it will be hard to remove the sculpture.
___________________________________________________________________________

Carefully cut the person out by cutting vertically down the front and horizontally from the front cut to the arms. Cut the arms only as far as necessary to wriggle out of the sculpture. Repair the cuts with more tape.

Put the two embracing figures together. If you want to put Christmas lights inside to light up the sculpture, this can be done before the figures are put together. Add a little more tape if needed to keep the two together.

Life Application

How does this sculpture remind you of the story of Ruth and Naomi?

Read Chapter 2 of Ruth together, according the ability of the age group. (2:1-12 is key part)
Explain gleaning, and that it was a process for very poor people to get food. 

What would have happened to Naomi if Ruth hadn’t returned with her?

Journaling

How does love affect our lives?
To take home

No handouts.
Adjustments for age levels and abilities

You can consider wrapping one figure one week and a different one the second week and putting them together. 
If you have extra time…

Allow each child to make a mini sculpture of their own hand or arm to take home.
Practice reading and memorizing the memory verse.

Why is this passage sometimes read at weddings?

If time runs short…

The repair and lighting of the sculpture can be done after the children leave or can be done by a shepherd while the teacher leads the closing discussion.
Be creative

This is  a really neat looking sculpture when it is completed, particularly if the lights are inside of it. Find a way to use it in worship, or set it where the congregation can see it. Get the children to think of creative ways that they can display the sculpture.

Ruth Curriculum – Fisherman’s.Net
At a Glance

Children will learn the story of Ruth in an age appropriate program and produce a “Congratulations” baby card.
Outcome Objectives

1) Children will learn the character traits of the main characters through a website simulation program Bibleland.com
Software Summary

Cal & Marty – practice scripture memory verse
Bibleland.com – The computers will try and run the program using newer technology than this program was written for. Use Bible 16 icon to start the programs with the CD in the drive, not the automatic start. The computers will use older settings. To get into the program, search for People ( Heroines ( Ruth

There are homepages for Ruth, Naomi and Boaz

Spiritual Expressions – There is only one copy of this program, loaded onto the computer that is straight ahead as you enter the room. The best suggestion for learning this program is simply to play around with it. To print: Make sure the print cartridge does not need replacing. Both this computer and the one to its left must be on for the printer to work (they are both networked to the same printer.)

Supplies Needed

1 copy of the handout for each child.
Advance Preparation

Learn the programs, especially the Spiritual Expressions program.
Opening Activity
5-8 minutes
Have Cal and Marty’s Scripture Memory game ready and loaded with the memory verse when children enter. If you have pre-readers, use this time to practice the chorus of the song “Where You Go.”
Main Lesson 

15-22 minutes
Older grades will use Bibleland.com to examine the story of Ruth and use the attached worksheet.
Pre-readers can use Bibleland.com with reading help, or use Play & Learn Children’s Bible. If using the latter,  encourage them to go through the story more than once. A coloring page printed from the game page can be worked on during this time, too.

Life Application 

10 minutes
If we were going to send a baby card to congratulate someone on Obed’s birth, who would we send the card to?
Read Ruth 4:14-17 Whom do the women of Bethlehem come out to congratulate on Obed’s birth?

Why do they congratulate Naomi and not Ruth?

Use the paper easel and brainstorm things you might want to say to Naomi in a “Congratulations on your New Baby” card. 

Gather around the computer with the Spiritual Expressions program loaded on it. As a group, prepare a card and decide what it should say. Print out a copy for each child to take home.

Journaling

An alternate application is to pre-print enough cards for each child to have one. Have the same Life Application discussion, but instead of making one card on the computer, have each child individually write their note inside the card.
To take home

Cards




Word search

Adjustments for age levels and abilities

For a group that spans early readers and secure readers, have both Bibleland.com and Play & Learn available. Children can choose which program they prefer. Or intentionally pair up the older children with the younger and have the older teach the younger using the “baby” program.
If you have extra time…

The take home wordsearch is also available to play on three of the computers. Or have a Cal & Marty contest.
If time runs short…

The Opening Activity could be cut out, and used as a closing activity only time permits.
Be creative

There are a number of programs that you can program to ask questions of your choice:
QUIZ PROGRAMS

SUPPLELMENTS

Bible Baseball


Family Interactive Crosswords (3 computers only)

Fall of Jericho


Family Interactive Wordsearch  (3 computers only)

Big Genius Bible

Illumina Bible (1 computer only)





-- Map (1 disc, runs on any one computer)






Use to look up Moab, Bethlehem


Ruth Curriculum – Loaves and Fishes Cafe
At a Glance

Children will assemble ingredients for “Obed’s Soup.” Each ingredient symbolizes part of the story. 
Outcome Objectives

1) Children will understand the concept of “gleaning”
2) Children will improve their ability to sequence the story of Ruth
3) Children discuss their definition of “family”
Supplies Needed

Bibles 

Dictionary (look up “glean”)

Paper easel and marker
Measuring cups

Tray

Foil, made into funnels

1 qt mason jar, and lids for each child

Recipe directions, folded attached with rubber band

Cornmeal for gleaning activity
pearl barley ¼ cup per child plus extra for gleaning activity
uncooked long-grain white rice, ½ cup per child
uncooked alphabet pasta, ½ cup per child
dry split peas ½ cup per child
dry lentils ½ cup per child
beef bouillon granules 1/3 cup per child
dried onion flakes ¼ cup per child

dried Italian seasoning 2 tsp per child
bay leaves, 2 per child

Advance Preparation

Read the scriptures and the Bible background and be prepared to retell the story in your own words. The notes in the main activity are intended to guide you in understanding what the ingredients symbolize, but you should tell the story in your own words. 

If you would like to make the recipe ahead, for the children to taste at the end of class, you may. This lesson involves no actual cooking and therefore nothing to eat at the end.

Shape some foil into a funnel with a wide opening for within the mason jar. This will help reduce spills of beans and grain.

Opening Activity

Divide the children into two groups if possible. Give each group a tray with enough cornmeal to cover. Sprinkle on each ½ cup of barley or other grain and mix lightly into the cornmeal and place the tray in an empty spot on the floor. Set the timer for 3 minutes. See which group can recover more of its ½ cup of barley without any cornmeal.
Explain that what they have just been doing is gleaning. Look up the meaning of “glean” in the dictionary and write it on the paper easel. Explain that gleaning is something that poor people did during the harvest. They would follow the workers who were harvesting the grain. Some of the grains would fall to the ground and the gleaners would bend over and search in the dirt for a few grains here and there. 

Do you think that you would get a enough to eat if you were a gleaner?

Do you think this was an easy or hard job?

What does the fact that Ruth gleaned in the fields for her mother-in-law tell you about Ruth?

Main Lesson

Explain to the children that in Ruth and Naomi’s day it was very important to have a son. Women could not go out and get a job the way they do today. If they did not have a father, husband, brother, or son, they had no few ways of earning money – which meant no way to get food, home, or clothing. One of the few things that a woman could do was glean the fields after the harvest. But that was hard work for an old woman, like Naomi. If you lived to be very old, there were no nursing homes or hospitals. You needed your children – particularly your sons – to take care of you.  This story is about the way Naomi, a very old woman with no husband or children came to have a son to take care of her in her old age.
Obed’s Soup

The original idea and recipe for Obed’s Soup came from rotation.org posting by Engel. 

There was a famine in Israel, so Naomi and Elimelech took their sons, Mahlon and Chilon and went from their home town of Bethlehem to the country of Moab, where there was rain and enough to eat.

To remember the famine, we are going to put some dried up things on the bottom of the jar. 

¼ cup dried minced onions

2 t. of Italian seasoning

2 dried bay leaves

While they were in Moab, both of the sons fell in love and got married to Moabite women: Orpah and Ruth. 

To remember these weddings add:

1/2 cup uncooked long-grain white rice
Before the sons and their wives had any children, all three men in the family: Elimelech, Mahlon, and Chilon died. The three women were incredibly sad. 

To remember their tears, we will add something salty:

1/3 cup bouillon granules

Ruth told her daughters in law to go away. Orpah said goodbye, but Ruth stayed with Naomi. She said “where you go, I will go. Your people will be my people and your God will be my God.” They returned to Naomi’s hometown, Bethlehem and were so poor that Ruth had to go into the fields each day and pick up the grains that fell off the sheaves and into the field.

To remember how Ruth gleaned for grain to keep her and her mother-in-law from starving add:

¼ cup pearl barley

Boaz noticed Ruth in the fields. He told his workers to leave behind more grain than normal so that Ruth would find it easier to get the food she needed.

To remember the grains the workers left in the field for Ruth add:

½ cup green split peas.

Boaz decided he wanted to marry Ruth, but under the rules of Israel there was another man who was a closer relative to Naomi. So Boaz sat down with the man and the elders of the city. The man wanted Naomi’s land, but didn’t want to marry Ruth. So he took off his sandal and exchanged it as a symbol with Boaz.

To remember the sandals they exchanged and the deal that they made, measure out the brown lentils, and trade them with your neighbor.

½ cup lentils

This story is found in our Bible. Look up Ruth together in your Bibles and read the memory verse Ruth 1:16 “Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God.”

To remember that this story is in our Bibles:

½ cup uncooked alphabet noodles, wrapping them securely in plastic wrap.

After marrying Boaz, Ruth bore a son. She gave him to Naomi and told Naomi that this would be Naomi’s son. Naomi named him “Obed.” That is how an old woman with no husband came to have a son who would take care of her in her old age. And that is the story of all the things that happened so that Obed could be born.

To remember the baby in his blanket, add some additional crumpled plastic wrap or wax paper to fill up the jar and keep the contents from moving. 

Attach the directions for making the recipe at home.

Life Application

It seems strange, doesn’t it, that Ruth would turn over her baby to be raised by Naomi, when Naomi really wasn’t the baby’s grandmother, doesn’t it? 
Why do you think Ruth did all these things for Naomi? (We don’t really know. The strongest possibility is that she really loved Naomi and that Naomi had probably been very good to Ruth – see 1:16-17. Other possibilities are because Ruth respected her late husband, or a sense of God’s justice and doing what’s right.)
Do Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz define “family” different from the way we do? How?

Look up “family” in the dictionary. What are some of the different definitions. Are there different kinds of family? Explain.
When we say that we in the church are a “family” what do we mean?”
Review the events that all needed to take place in order for Ruth to meet and marry Boaz, and for Obed to be born. Do you think God was guiding Ruth through all these events?

Obed got married and had a son, Jesse. Jesse had a son, David – who we know in the Bible as King David. And many years later, David had a great-great-great…. Grandson who we talk about a lot at church. Any guess who I’m talking about? (Hint: he was born in Bethlehem just like Obed. – answer: Jesus) Here’s something to think about – what would have happened with Jesus if Ruth hadn’t followed Naomi?

Journaling

How Obed was born.
Draw pictures, or write sentences to describe the many things that had to happen in order for Obed to be born. 

To take home

Finished jars with instructions attached.
Adjustments for age levels and abilities

Older children will be able to do more work with the dictionary. For younger children, you will need to look things up and summarize in your own words. 
Older children will be interested in this cross-cultural different understanding of family, particularly the idea that Naomi, and not Ruth, would be raising Obed. 

Younger children are less interested in situations beyond themselves, so discussion about different types of family won’t yield as much discussion. 

Be creative

Adjust or come up with your own recipe to tell this story.

Attach Bible verses to each ingredient and look up and read the passage in the Bible.

Extra jars of this recipe can be made up for the congregation. Donations to the community meal program can be made in exchange for one of these soup recipes.


Ruth Curriculum – Mountaintop Movies
At a Glance

Children will watch Duke and the Great Pie Wars (Veggie Tales)
Outcome Objectives

1) Children can draw similarities and differences between this movie and the story of Ruth.
2) Children begin to draw similarities between these stories and real life situations.

Movie Summary

Veggie Tales movies begin and end with shtick from Bob and Larry. This is not necessary to the main movie and may leave you with less time for discussion.
Supplies Needed

Video or DVD
Popcorn supplies and bags

Paper easel and markers

Advance Preparation

Be familiar with the story of Ruth, as you will need to summarize it with the children.
Opening Activity

Watch the video, main middle section only. At the end of the main story stop and using the paper easel, make a list of what happened in the movie.
Action: What happened at the beginning? And then? And then?

People: List the people in the story. What were each of them like?

Places: Where did this story take place?

If you want, you can actually stop the movie at a couple different points and ask these questions to make sure the children don’t forget.

Main Lesson

Pass out Bibles and look at the story of Ruth. [NOTE: Even younger children should be taught to look up the passage. Middle ages can read a verse here and there between your summaries. Older children can read longer passages. NONE should be expected to read the entire verse listed below – you won’t have time.] 
For each section, STOP

What parts of this story are like the movie? (Write on the paper easel in a different color next to the movie notes.)

Which parts are different?

(1) Disaster after disaster (Ruth 1:1-5)

(2) Ruth decides to go with Naomi (Ruth 1:6-22)

(3) Ruth gleans in the fields and Boaz does things to help her (2:1-16)

(4) Naomi realizes Boaz is a good man, and decides to get more help from him (2:17-3:5)
(5) Ruth meets Boaz on the threshing floor (3:6-18)

(6) Boaz decides to marry Ruth (4:1-12)

(7) Obed is born (4:13-22)

Life Application

Compare the people, actions, places in the Bible and movie to real life situations. Write these in a third color on the paper easel.

People: Do you know anyone like ____?

Actions: Do you know anyone who did something like ___?

Places: Do you know of any place like ____?

Journaling

Pick one of the characters or actions that had a lot of parallels through movie, scripture and real life and ask the children to write or draw something about that.
To take home

No handouts.
Adjustments for age levels and abilities

Analogy is a skill that gets better with age, and may be particularly tough for preschoolers. Using more of the Bob& Larry opening/closing and less discussion might work for them.
If you have extra time…

Practice reading and memorizing the memory verse.

Why is this passage sometimes read at weddings?


Ruth Curriculum – Moved by the Spirit
The following script comes from rotation.org. It was originally designed as a puppet theater script, but could be used for live action if preferred.
For younger children, it could first be performed in sections by adults or youth, then the children allowed to test their memories by acting out that section again.

Ruth's Story---Puppet Script (adapted from Today's English Version)

Characters:

Narrator

Naomi

Ruth

Orpah

Boaz

Field workers (one of which is the  

   foreman)

Women of Bethlehem

Narrator: Long, long ago, in Israel and Judah, there was a famine throughout the land. There was no food to eat. Elimelech, of the town of Bethlehem, heard that there was food in Moab. So Elimelech took his wife Naomi and his two young sons, Mahlon and Chilion, to Moab. There they lived comfortably for a time. And then Elimelech died. Mahlon and Chilion married Moabite girls, Orpah and Ruth. After about ten years, Mahlon and Chilion died, too. Neither had any children.

So the three widows, Naomi, Ruth, and Orpah, lived as best they could. One day Naomi received news from home. 

Naomi: (reading letter) Ruth! Orpah! Come quickly! Listen to this! The famine in Israel is over! Oh, how I miss my homeland.

Ruth: Why don't you go back?

Orpah: There's no reason for us to stay here.

Naomi: I suppose that's true.

Narrator: So they packed their things and started to go back to Judah. But on the way, Naomi said to Ruth and Orpah . . .

Naomi: Dear girls, go back home and stay with your mothers. There is no reason for you to come with me. Your husbands are dead, and I have no other sons for you to marry. And may the Lord be as good to you as you have been to me and my sons. May the Lord help you find new husbands.

Narrator: Naomi kissed them goodbye. Orpah and Ruth began to cry. 

Orpah and Ruth: No, dear Naomi. We cannot leave you. We will go with you to your people.

Naomi:
 No girls. It will not work. I have no sons for you to marry, and am too old to have any. You must stay here. The Lord has turned against me and I feel very sorry for you.

Narrator: 
Orpah cried, but kissed Naomi goodbye and returned to her family. But Ruth would not let go of Naomi. 

Naomi:
 Ruth, you see that Orpah has stayed with her people. You must do so also. Go back home with her.

Ruth: 
Dear Mother, don't ask me to leave you. Wherever you go, I will go. Wherever you live, I will live. Your people will be my people. Your God will be my God.

Narrator: 
So Ruth went to Bethlehem with Naomi. When they arrived, the barley harvest was just beginning. One day, Ruth said to Naomi . . .

Ruth:
 Let me go to the fields where they are harvesting grain. I will go behind the reapers who are harvesting the grain and pick up whatever grain remains on the ground. I may not find much, but maybe they dropped enough for us to make bread to eat this week.

Naomi: Go ahead, daughter.

Narrator: So Ruth went out to the fields and picked up the grain dropped by the reapers. It so happened that the field she was working in belonged to Boaz, a distant cousin of Elimelech. 

Boaz came that morning to see how his workers were doing. 

Boaz: (to workers) The Lord be with you!

Field workers: The Lord bless you!

Boaz: (to the foreman) Who is that young woman?

Foreman: She is Ruth, the foreign girl who came back from Moab with Naomi. She asked if she may glean the fields after the workers have picked the grain. She has been working hard all morning.

Narrator: Boaz went to speak to Ruth. 

Boaz: Let me give you some advice. Work in my field every day behind the women. I will see that no one bothers you. Drink from the water jars when you are thirsty.

Ruth: (bowing down) Thank you. Why are you being so kind to me, a foreigner?

Boaz: I have heard how you have cared for your mother-in-law Naomi. I know how you left your own parents and your own country and came to live among a people you had never known before. May the Lord God of Israel, to whom you have come for protection, reward you for what you have done.

Ruth: You are very kind, sir. You have made me feel better, even though I am not the equal of one of your servants.

Narrator: At lunchtime, Boaz invited Ruth to join him. He shared his bread with her, and she ate her fill and even had some left over. Privately, Boaz ordered his workers to drop extra grain for Ruth to gather. At the end of the day, Ruth discovered she had nearly twenty-five pounds of grain! She took it home to her mother-in-law Naomi, plus the leftover food from lunch.

Naomi: Where did you gather all this grain today? In whose field have you been working? May God bless the man who took an interest in you!

Ruth: I spent the day working in Boaz's field. 

Naomi: May the Lord bless Boaz! God always keeps God’s promises. Boaz is a distant relative of ours. Therefore, he is one of those who is to take care of us. 

Ruth: Best of all, he told me to keep gathering grain with his workers until they finish the harvest.

Narrator: So Ruth continued to glean grain from Boaz's field for the remainder of the harvest season. Some time later, Naomi said to Ruth . . . 

Naomi: Dear, you really must marry so that you will have a home and family of your own. Remember that Boaz, in whose fields you have been working, is a relative. Listen. Get cleaned up, put on your best clothes and go to where he is threshing. When he is done working and eating, go to him.

Ruth: I will do everything you say.

Narrator: So Ruth got cleaned up and dressed up and went to where Boaz was working. 

Boaz: Who are you?

Ruth: It is Ruth, sir. Chilion's widow, Elimelech's daughter-in-law. You are a close relative and are responsible for taking care of me.

Boaz: The Lord bless you. You are truly showing great family loyalty. Don't worry Ruth. I will do everything that you ask.

Narrator: So Boaz and Ruth were married. And, the Lord did bless Ruth and Boaz. She had a baby boy. He was named Obed. The women of Bethlehem said to Naomi, 

Women: Praise the Lord! He has given you a grandson! Your daughter-in-law loves you and did more for you than seven sons!

Narrator: That is the end of Ruth and Boaz and Naomi's story, but the beginning of many others. For Obed was the father of Jesse, who was the father of David — you know him: shepherd, songwriter, soldier, and king. And of course you remember that out of the house of Jesse was born a baby, Christ the Lord! But, that is another story.


Ruth Curriculum – Temple Courtyard
At a Glance

Children will play three games to remember three parts of the story of Ruth.
Outcome Objectives

1) Children will improve their memory of the story of Ruth, and their ability to sequence events. 
2) Children can locate the story in their Bibles, and can find the memory verse.

Supplies Needed

Bibles

Two jump ropes
Signs “City: Bethlehem/Country: Judah” and “Country: Moab”

Pennies and cups

Beanbags

Strike zone

Advance Preparation

Know the story and be prepared to summarize parts of it.
Opening Activity

Ruth 1
Set up two jump ropes so that there is about a 3-4 foot gap between the ropes that the children will have to jump over. Label one side with each sign, leaving the other side blank.  Begin with all the children on the “Bethlehem” side.

Explain what a famine is. Also explain how hard it was to move from one country to another. People like Naomi and Elimelech and their sons would have been poor and would probably have walked. To remember how hard it was to travel, we are going to see if we can make it to Moab. Try and jump from one side of the rope to the other side of the other rope without touching the middle.

Sit on the side “Moab” while you tell what happened to the husbands, and Ruth’s decision to go with her mother-in-law. 
Make the difficult journey again by leaping back to Judah/Bethlehem

Main Lesson

Ruth 2
Explain what gleaning was and how it supported poor people. Place a penny here and there around the room to represent the seeds. How long would it take to collect $1?

Explain what Boaz did for Ruth, by tossing large handfuls of pennies all in one place. 

Read 2:11-12 to understand why he did this.

Then practice gleaning by picking up all the pennies.

Life Application

Ruth 3 & 4
Explain that Naomi told Ruth to go to Boaz. This showed that she was willing to be his wife. Boaz gave Ruth a lot of barley to take back to Naomi, which showed that he wanted to marry her, too. However, first he had to make sure that no other person wanted to redeem her.

Explain 4:1-12

Read together the final verses 4:13-17.

Play a game. Divide the children into two teams and give them beanbags. Take turns asking a child from each team “Will you redeem Naomi?” If they say “yes” then you ask them the question. If they say “no” then you ask the other team’s person the question. If the person answering the question gets it right, then they try and hit the target from behind the jump rope. If they get it wrong, the other team tries to hit the target. Children can use Bibles to look up any answers.
VARIATION: Allow the whole team to be part of answering the question. Set up two jump ropes. If they answer the question without help from teammates or Bibles, they can answer from behind the jump rope closer to the target. If they use help, they have to go to the spot further away.

To take home

Help someone to glean. Give each child a couple of pennies and encourage them to sprinkle the pennies somewhere where other people are likely to find them. Watch from a distance if they can. How do you think these pennies make people feel?
Adjustments for age levels and abilities

Rephrase questions to be T/F for younger children.
If you have extra time…

Practice reading and memorizing the memory verse.
Why is this passage sometimes read at weddings?

If time runs short…

Stop the beanbags after a team has made five points. Ask the remaining questions to the whole group. 
Be creative

1. 
Where were Naomi and Elimelech from? (Bethlehem in Judah)
2. Why did Naomi and Elimelech leave their home? (famine)

3. Where did Naomi and Elimelech move with their sons? (Moab)

4. What did Naomi and Elimelech’s sons do after Elimelech died? (got married to Orpah and Ruth, two Moabite women)

5. What were the names of Naomi’s two daughter-in-laws? (Ruth and Orpah)

6. What happened to Ruth and Orpah’s husbands? (they died)

7. Why did Naomi decide to return to Bethlehem? (the famine was over)

8. What did Naomi say to Orpah and Ruth? (return to your mother’s house)

9. What did Orpah do? (kissed Naomi and went back to her mother)

10. Why didn’t Ruth leave Naomi? (she was determined to stay with her, she loved her)

11. What is our memory verse? (Ruth 1:16 “Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God.”)

12. What did Naomi change her name to? (Mara – means Bitter)
13. What was just beginning when Ruth and Naomi arrived in Bethlehem? (the barley harvest)

14. What did Ruth do to get food for herself and Naomi? (gleaned)

15. Why did Boaz help Ruth? (he had been told all that she had done for her mother-in-law)

16. Name one thing that Boaz did to help Ruth while she was gleaning the fields (Any of these: he made sure she was protected from the field workers; he gave her a place to get water; he gave her bread at mealtime; he left extra grain for her to pick up)

17. Why was Naomi happy when Ruth told her the name of the man who helped her was Boaz? (He was a near relative of theirs)

18. After the harvest, where did Naomi tell Ruth to go? (to the threshing floor)

19. Why did Ruth leave the threshing floor before dawn? (so no one would see her)

20. What did Boaz give Ruth when she left the threshing floor? (six measures of barley)

21. What did Boaz promise to do for Ruth the next day?(act as next of kin, redeem her, marry her)

22. Why couldn’t Boaz marry her right away? (there was another nearer relation who had to be asked)

23. What did Boaz ask the next of kin to buy? (a parcel of land)

24. What made the man decide not to buy the land? (if he wanted the land, he had to marry Ruth, a Moabite/foreign woman)

25. What did Boaz and his kinsman exchange to prove that they had made an agreement? (they exchanged sandals)
26. How did the people who heard this agreement feel? (Happy, they gave Boaz a blessing)

27. What was the name of Ruth and Boaz son? (Obed)

28. According to the last verses of Ruth, whose son was Obed? (Naomi’s)

29. Who was Obed’s grandson? (King David)

30. Name someone else besides Obed born in Bethlehem. (Jesse, David, Jesus)


Shepherd Notes

Weekly Responsibilities

Your role is to be nurture the group, by providing continuity from week to week. Remember that the teachers have different students every week and don’t get to know them all very well. That’s where you come in. Some suggestions include: 

· Greet children from your group as they arrive to opening time – try to remember specific things about each one of them, and ask them about their week.

· Take attendance (stamp passports if they are being used)

· Get complete information on any visitors and give that information to the church office for a mailing. Introduce visiting children (and their parents) to teachers, students, and other church members. 

· Make a note of any children who have missed more than one week and either send them a note yourself, or make a note for the church office to contact them. 
In addition you are responsible for:

· Keeping track of each student’s journal and placing journal pages in their journals. (If being used)
· Reminding teachers to leave time for journaling.

· Running errands, i.e. to get more glue or make extra copies.

· Discipline problems that involve a child leaving the classroom.

· Escorting children to and from the bathroom.
Specific Responsibilities this rotation

Creation Station -
Help repairing the sculpture after it is cut off
Fisherman’s.Net -
Help read pages to those who need reading help
Loaves and Fishes Café -
Be on hand to clean up spills
Mountaintop Movies -
Handout popcorn, get ice water and cups for the end of movie
Moved by the Spirit -
Help with the puppet production as asked
Temple Courtyard -
Help with games as asked.
� Esther – a Jewish woman who married a foreign husband – is also believed to be remembered in scripture to counteract the anti-foreigner politics in the post-exilic period. These two books are the only two named after women. They are among the few O.T. texts where God does not speak. In Ruth God’s blessing is invoked. In Esther, God is not mentioned at all.





