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Peter and Cornelius
Scripture

Acts 10:1-11:18
Memory Verse

 “God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean.” – Acts 10:28b
Bible Background

This story is placed in the middle of Acts as part of the spreading of the gospel beyond its Jewish origins to include the gentiles. Paul was already doing this, but Peter was a little more reluctant – he was part of the “establishment” after all. This passage reflects Peter’s change of heart due to a vision he has from God that he should not call “profane” anyone that God has deemed acceptable.
Along with stories such as the call of David -- where God doesn’t see with human eyes, but instead looks in the heart (1 Samuel 16:1-13) – this is ultimately a story that declares the sovereignty of God. In the case of Cornelius, it is a declaration that God made the rules about cleanliness and separation and therefore God can eliminate those same rules. 
This of course can raise a lot of issues in the modern church, just as it did in Peter’s day. The answer that arises from this story seems to be that we in the church are not following a set of rules, but rather opening ourselves to a process of discernment: listening to God’s voice, and determining upon whom the Holy Spirit rests. In full humility we must declare that the choice to include or exclude is not ours to make, but rather God’s.
This is not the only case where someone surprising receives the Holy Spirit and baptism. In Acts 8:26-39, Phillip is directed by the Holy Spirit to an Ethiopian eunuch; in Acts 9:1-19, the murderous Saul is converted on the road to Damascus. And now in Acts 10, Cornelius. The spread of Christianity in the early church is tied to the idea of being guided by the Spirit to overcome prejudices. The prejudices of our world are different than the prejudices of Peter’s day, but prejudices still exist, even among people who think of themselves as very open-minded. 
Themes

Baptism – Which comes first: the act of baptism, or the decent of the Holy Spirit? In Jesus’ baptism and other baptisms in Acts, the Holy Spirit seems to appear after the baptism. But this case is different. Were human beings withholding baptism because they felt Cornelius, as a Gentile, to be unacceptable? This story points out that God won’t be thwarted by human inaction.

Clean/unclean – this refers to ritual, spiritual cleanliness under existing Jewish law which are found in Exodus ( Deuteronomy and the Talmud. If you followed the law you were clean/acceptable. If you didn’t you were unclean/profane, and must go through a process of purification and adherence to the laws. This included circumcision for males (not a very inviting prospect for adult men in an age without anesthesia) which was a leading reason that pagans who were attracted to the God of the Jews refrained from actually joining the faith. It also included rules that were very difficult for poor or marginalized people to follow. Christianity at its core is a religion for the marginalized. 

Conversion – Cornelius has been converted to Christianity. But what of Peter? He is already a Christian, but has undergone a conversion experience as well? He now accepts a people that he previously avoided because he sees that as God’s plan. Is conversion a one-time event, or something that occurs to us again and again? Is conversion always a sudden experience, or can it come upon us little by little?

Evangelism – This is a story about bringing the word of Christ to others. Peter is acting very bravely when he goes to the house of a gentile with anti-Christian political status: Cornelius was a centurion of the Italian cohort (main Roman force). Sometimes evangelism means being willing to risk for the sake of the gospel. How much are we willing to risk, lay on the line, to proclaim the word of Christ?
Jewish/Gentile – In the early church this was a debate between Jews and Gentiles, which should be read as being between people who knew the one true God (Jews) and people with pagan practices who did not know God. It is not correct to understand this passage to be about modern Jews and modern Christians (Gentiles) with the emphasis on the latter being acceptable to God. Rather we should read this as a story about Christian believers/insiders (Jews) and non-believers (Gentiles) who might have been making life choices that are questionable to the faithful. Or we can see this story culturally as a story about established people (Americans) and newcomers (immigrants); or in congregational life as people who grew up in the church and new members. All are acceptable analogies, and should call us to question ourselves: who do we declare unclean/profane/unacceptable? Who would we be very uncomfortable moving in next door to us or sitting in the next pew? Where do our prejudices lie? And what does God say to that – “God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean.” (Acts 10:28b)

Revelation – God’s will is revealed to Peter when he is in prayer. Sometimes our prayers are too much talking (telling God what we want) and not enough listening (telling us what God wants). 

Teaching this Story to Kids

Jewish/Gentile – Care must be taken to avoid sounding anti-Semitic. In modern American culture the real meaning of this passage is reversed: Christians, the majority, are the “insiders” and Jews, a minority group, are the outsiders. The newly identified rule is that God doesn’t want the insiders to call the outsiders unclean or profane. Children may have questions about Jewish dietary laws and other laws. Look up a few laws and be familiar with kosher laws in the attachment.
Clean/unclean – A good modern debate that gets to the heart of the issue is what do you wear to church? Should you dress in Sunday best or is it okay to be comfortable because God loves you as you are? This parallels the debate in ancient time of do we still need to follow the minutia of the law, or is it okay to disregard the law and rely on grace? In some parts of scripture, Jesus seems to be abandoning the law. In other places, he defends the law and claims he’s not rewriting one letter of it. How can we make sense of this? One way of answering both modern and ancient questions is that it depends upon what is in your heart. If in your heart you believe that the law is from God, then disregarding the law is disrespectful. If you don’t believe in your heart of hearts that the law is from God, then there’s no point in keeping to it. If in your heart you believe you should dress in your Sunday best to show God respect, then coming in jeans is disrespectful. If you’re new to church and in your heart that sounds like a silly idea and not from God, then wearing jeans is not disrespectful.  It depends on how you were brought up. Paul, a Jew, kept the law but didn’t insist that others kept to the law. A person brought up in the church continues to dress in their “Sunday best” but doesn’t hold others to that same standard. 

Holy Sprit discernment -- How do you know that the Holy Spirit was on Cornelius? How do we know if the Holy Spirit rests on someone? Holy Spirit is the least tangible person of the Trinity and can sometimes be hard for children to get their minds around. We use imagery like wind and breath, but we do the Holy Spirit a disservice if we cling to those too closely. Essentially the Holy Spirit is having an experience of God that you can’t put into words or even thoughts. 
Evangelism -- Bringing others into the church sometimes means bringing surprising or unexpected people into the church. Who would the church feel uncomfortable including? We detest racism and long to embrace people of all races, but would we be welcoming of racists? In a child’s term, we are taught to empathize with the child getting picked on – but would we invite the bully? That gets a lot closer to what Peter and the early church were dealing with. Cornelius was a centurion (and Paul a persecutor of Christians); Cornelius (unlike Paul who changed his ways) as far as we can tell he kept being a centurion, albeit a good and upright centurion.
Prayer/revelation. By going to the roof to pray, Peter understood God more clearly. How does prayer help us understand the mind of God? How can we change from an “asking” form of prayer to a “discernment” form of prayer? Many children in your classes will have a rote prayer/prayers that they say at certain times of day. How can you push them to move into an asking/listening form for prayer?
Lesson Summary

Creation Station -
Children will make soap carvings of the Holy Spirit, leading into a discussion of clean and unclean.
Fisherman’s.Net -
Children will examine the “Color Blind” section of the Actual Reality CD which talks about the way God sees us, and the way people sometimes discriminate. 
Loaves and Fishes Café -
Jewish Kosher laws will be discussed and traditional Passover sweets will be prepared.
Mountaintop Movies -
Children will watch a video on “Respect” from the Book of Virtues. The will discuss how the main characters treatment of a helpful junkyard worker parallels Peter’s opinion of Cornelius. 
Moved by the Spirit -
Script of Acts 10:1-11:18 and Bible study. Adaptations for younger ages include taping the dialogue and using puppets.
Temple Courtyard -
Use the parachute to explain Peter’s vision. Games will include blob tag and a memory verse game that also uses the parachute.
Bibliography
General lesson planning: www.rotation.org  
Kosher laws: http://www.jewfaq.org/kashrut.htm
Kosher recipes: www.recipesource.com 

Peter and Cornelius – Creation Station

At a Glance

Children will make soap sculptures that signify to them the Holy Spirit. We will lead into a discussion about clean and unclean. 
Outcome Objectives

1) Children can state one or two things about the Holy Spirit
2) Children have engaged in a creative imagining process about the Holy Spirit.

3) Children understand that it is God who declares people good/clean, not us.

Supplies Needed

Newspaper (lots of it) for covering floors and tables

One bar of Ivory soap, plus a couple of extras in case some break
Safe sculpting tools such as craft sticks and large and small paper clips.

Bibles
Restful music or nature noises
CD/tape player

Advance Preparation

Read the biblical background notes and answer the questions raised in the “themes” section to figure out what this story means to you.

Read through the lesson and decide how best to manage your time.

Make a soap sculpture yourself so you can learn what works best. A very important hint is to always keep the soap in your hand when pressing down – otherwise the soap will crack.
Be familiar with the story so that you can summarize Acts 10:1-23 for the children. Decide which verses from the remaining scripture you want to read together and which you want to summarize. 
Opening Activity
Have a discussion about the Holy Spirit:

Have you ever seen the wind?

What does the wind look like?

How do you know the wind is around?

Have you ever heard of the Holy Spirit? What do you know about the Holy Spirit?

Can you see the Holy Spirit?

How do you know if the Holy Spirit is around?

Explain that we are going to read a story that includes the Holy Spirit.

Summarize Acts 10:1-23.

What do you think it means to call someone “unclean”?

Why do you think Peter thought Cornelius was unclean?

Was Cornelius really unclean, or was that just Peter’s prejudice?

Read together or summarize Acts 10:24-33, 44-48. 

Who did the Holy Spirit rest on?

How do you think Peter knew that the Holy Spirit was on Cornelius? 

Can people who have the Holy Spirit be unclean?

Main Lesson

Explain that we are going to make a sculpture to remind us of this story. Explain that the children are going to imagine what the Holy Spirit might look like, and carve it out.
Explain that to remind us that anyone who has the Holy Spirit is “clean” we are going to carve out of soap. Explain the best techniques to do this, emphasizing the need to hold the soap in your hand so that it doesn’t crack, and to scrape gradually rather than dig quickly.
As children are working, consider playing some restful music in the background or some nature sounds music so that they can get a feel for the Holy Spirit.

If their sculpture breaks, see if they can reinterpret their piece using two pieces. If not, give them a second bar of soap to use.
Note that soap flakes get slippery and that the soap will sting if they touch their eyes. Make sure you work on several sheets of newspaper and roll up and discard newspaper as it gets filled with soap. Clean up well. 
Life Application

Invite children to share their Holy Spirit sculptures, explaining what they were trying to do.

Clean up and wash hands.

Ask: Are you physically clean, now?

What made you clean?

What about spiritually? Are you  spiritually clean?

What makes you spiritually clean?

If you take this Holy Spirit soap home and use it to wash up this week, what do you think it will remind you of?

Who does the Holy Spirit make clean?

Say a closing prayer that includes phrases such as “put a clean heart in me” and “remind me to see others as you see them.”

Journaling

Who is clean in God’s eyes?
To take home

Fallen Letters Puzzle “Memory Verse – Acts 10:28b”
Adjustments for age levels and abilities

For little children try soaking your soap bar for several hours and let them smush it into a new form on a paper plate. Test ahead of time to see how long soap should soak. Be extra careful that they don’t touch their mouth, nose or eyes.
If you have extra time…

Continue reading your Bible into Acts 11. Why do you think the apostles reacted as they did?
If time runs short…

You will need at least 20 minutes for the sculpture and 15 for cleaning up and closing discussion. Be sure to limit opening discussion and make sure you are able to summarize the scripture as needed. Reading everything word for word will take too long.
Be creative

Think of other tools that can be used for the soap sculpture, but keep it safe for young fingers. 
What ritual could you suggest for children to use with their soap during the week?

Memory Verse

Acts 10:29b
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Directions: The letter for each space is found in the column directly below it, but they aren’t in the correct order top to bottom. For instance the first letter in the first word is either an N a G or an H. When you have used a letter cross it off the column. 
Hints: Work with short words and short columns to get yourself started. For example, the last column only has one open space – so that must be the letter L. The last word in the second row is only one letter long, so it must be an A or I. The first words in the second row and the last row are only two letters long, so figure out what two letter words you could make out of the given letters. 


Peter and Cornelius – Fisherman’s.Net

At a Glance

Using the program Actual Reality, we will apply the story of Peter and Cornelius to contemporary racial tensions.
Outcome Objectives

1) Children can state at least one reason that Peter might not have liked Cornelius
2) Children can identify prejudices in their school or neighborhood.

3) Children can apply the lesson Peter learned to situations in their school or neighborhood.

Software Summary

Actual Reality (everyone)
This program is designed for teenagers, but the section on “Color Blind” has some excellent discussion starters and graphics that will appeal to younger children.

Cal and Marty’s Scripture Memory Game (older grades, optional)
Children can build their speed for this memory verse and other related verses using the “Peter and Cornelius” verse set saved with the program.

Word Pad (older grades, optional)
A basic word processing program for the journaling options. 

Bibleland.com (older grades, optional)

Under “People, Seekers” there is a homepage about Cornelius. Children can read and report on this.

Kid Pix 3 (younger children)
Turn on the option for younger children to make drawing easier. 
Supplies Needed

Extra adult readers (one per computer for younger groups, one per two computers, older groups)

Paper easel
Pictures of a Hebrew Peter and a Greek soldier Cornelius

Pictures of an American dressed child and a child dressed in traditional clothes of another culture. (If possible have all pictures blown up so they can be seen across the room)

Markers

Paper for making notes

Advance Preparation

Read the biblical background notes and answer the questions raised in the “themes” section to figure out what this story means to you.

Read through the lesson and decide how best to manage your time 

Know the programs.  You must check them out ahead of time if you are going to be an effective leader.

Actual Reality 
Go to: Stuff to know ( Newspaper ( Are You Color Blind?
To reach the different sections in “Are You Color Blind?” you click on the letters C O (first only) L and R.
Cal and Marty

You need to open an existing verse set – saved under “Peter and Cornelius.”

Instruct children to play Acts 10:28b first and other related verses after they have mastered the main memory verse for this section.

Word Pad

All Programs ( Accessories ( Word Pad

This is a basic word processing program

Bibleland.com

Click icon on the screen to start, not the automatic startup which calls up a version that doesn’t work on these computers. Go into People, Seekers, Cornelius. Also includes possible jumps to Peter’s home page.

KidPix3

One computer requires the disk, the others run off the harddrive.

Click on the pencil or paintbrush to draw and the paint splat in the bottom right corner to change colors. Children are to draw pictures of “friends” in many colors.

Opening Activity

Show pictures of “Peter” and “Cornelius” and ask the children to describe what they see different about the two people. Point out that Cornelius was a soldier, and that some of the soldiers carried out orders to kill Christians (although there is no mention of Cornelius doing this, Peter certainly would have been justified in being afraid of him or suspecting a trap.)
Explain what else was different about them: what they ate, cleanliness laws, etc. If this is the second week or later you can ask the children for some differences. 

Did Peter and Cornelius think these differences were important?

Does God think these differences are important?

Read key passages from the story: 

Show pictures of contemporary children and ask the children to describe what is different. 

Are those differences important to you? To people at your school?

Are those differences important to God?

Move the picture of the child from another culture next to the “American” picture. Ask:

If this child were to come to your school, how do you think s/he’d be treated?

Move the picture of the “American” child next to the one from the other culture

If you were to move to (country name), how do you think you’d be treated?

Read/summarize the story of Peter and Cornelius emphasizing and reading together Acts 10:23b-28, 10:44-48.

Who decided that Cornelius was okay? (God)
Who decided that Cornelius should become part of the church? (God)

Why did Peter decide to baptize Cornelius? (God had already given the Holy Spirit)

Main Lesson

Pass out a navigation sheet for running through the Actual Reality program. 

Remind them that when there is something from this story that reminds you of the Peter and Cornelius story, you are to make a note of it.
How is this section on “Color Blind” remind you of what happened in Acts 10?

Are Christians supposed to be color blind?

Why do you think some people make judgments based upon someone’s skin color?

What do you think Christians should do when they see prejudice?
Life Application

If you get a good discussion going in the main lesson about racial issues, you can continue to discuss it, referring back to your scripture or the computer lesson as needed. 
If discussion has faltered, finish with memory verse work or journaling.

Memory Verse – Cal and Marty’s Scripture Memory Game – open existing verse set – Peter and Cornelius

Journaling

Give the children one of the themes below – whatever seems to be most appropriate given your discussions. Use WordPad to journal. Print out at the end of class.
1) Make diary entries for Peter, beginning before the dream and ending after the meeting with the Jerusalem church.

2) As Peter, write two letters to Cornelius before you have the dream and again after you have met him.

3) Re-write the Peter and Cornelius story as if these two were kids that went to your school, and the differences weren’t Jew/Greek, but white/black, or American/immigrant.

4) Write a letter of apology to someone that you have picked on because of outside appearances. Use Acts 10 in your letter. 

5) Write a letter to someone who picks on other kids, and explain what God wants using Acts 10 in your letter. 

To take home

Color Blind scripture verse scrambles.
Adjustments for age levels and abilities

I went through the “Color Blind” section with my 5 year old and she enjoyed the graphics and stories told there, but I don’t know that she got anything out of the message even with my prompting. Part of the reason, I think, is because she has led a protected life and is “color blind.” I took the approach with her that one of the bad things she might learn in kindergarten is that some people treat people with different skin color differently, and that we believe that is wrong. I’m not exactly sure at what age children become aware of racism, but we should keep in mind that for some younger ages this lesson is more “prevention” than “cure.” For the younger child, focus on the message that God created us each exactly the way God wants us to be – my daughter really liked the idea of God making someone blue --  and that it is our insides, not our outsides that count with God. 
Make copies of the lesson questions for helpers to hold one-on-one discussion as you go through the program rather than waiting for the end. Focus on the C and O sections. Skip L and R. 
Instead of memory work or journaling, have children use Kid Pix 3 to draw “friends” in as many colors as they can using the drawing features of the program. 

If you have extra time…

You can check out Bibleland.com and look up Cornelius under People ( Seekers.
If time runs short…

When you get through with your main lesson, you will have to make a decision to do memory verse work or write letters/journal. You will probably not have time to do both. If you processed the materials well through discussion, you can do the memory verse game. If there wasn’t a lot of discussion, the children may benefit from processing the lesson in journal form. 

Be creative

Adjust journal options to fit where the discussion is headed. 

Color Blind Memory Verses

Unscramble the tiles of the first puzzle to discover three verses of scripture.

Unscramble the tiles in the next three puzzles to reveal the verses found in those texts.
 Chapter and verse
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Memory verse #1
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Memory verse #3
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 Peter and Cornelius – Loaves and Fishes Cafe
At a Glance

Children will sample kosher foods and explore the rules and reasons behind kosher cooking. They will make a chart of foods allowed and not allowed and decide which ones they like and don’t like.
Outcome Objectives

1) Children will understand the reason behind kosher dietary laws
2) Children can identify at least three foods as kosher or not kosher and know how to read labels marking things as kosher.

3) Children understand the analogy between clean/unclean food and clean/unclean people made in the passage.

Supplies Needed

Bibles

Paper, pencils, and markers for each student
Paper easel

Foods with Kosher symbols on them (check your pantry)
Recipe ingredients

1 lb each raisins, dates and figs (you can cut the recipe in half)

1 lemon

nuts or coconut

Food Processor

Lemon juicer

Grater

Advance Preparation

Read the biblical background notes and answer the questions raised in the “themes” section to figure out what this story means to you.

Read through the lesson and decide how best to manage your time.

Read the attached summary about kosher foods, which was taken from http://www.jewfaq.org/kashrut.htm Be familiar with the main rules regarding kosher laws:
· Animals you can’t eat

· Draining of blood

· Mixing meat and dairy

· Food preparation

· Grape juice and wine

· Additional rules for Passover

Also, learn to recognize the kosher symbols on foods. Locate a coupe of foods in your pantry that have this symbol and bring them in. 

For the recipe, pre-grind the nuts.


Opening Activity

Read Acts 10:9-23 as a group.
Ask the children if there are any rules in their family about how to eat.

Can you eat dessert before the main course?
Can you eat pizza with your fingers? What about lasagna?

Does your family eat candied grasshoppers? What about sheep eye soup? Why not?

Does your mother/father make you wash your hands before supper? Why?

Are there rooms in your house where you’re not allowed to eat? Where? Why?

Are there any foods that your family always eats for special holidays? 

Say that it sounds like you have a lot of rules about eating.

Explain that Jewish people like Peter had even more rules than we do about eating.

Point out verses 10-16. 

Pass out the Kosher Do’s and Don’ts handout to the children and read through it.
Have the children circle the rules that would be easy for them to keep. Put a line under the rules that would be hardest to keep.

Based on this list of do’s and don’ts what do you imagine might have been some of the animals that Peter might have seen in his vision? (Make a list)

Take the quiz and go over with the children what foods are kosher and which are not
Spaghetti and Meatballs (No. Most sauces include romano cheese – meat and dairy)

Crab cakes (No. Shellfish)

Hamburger (Yes, provided it was prepared properly)

Cheeseburger (No – meat and dairy)

French Fries with cheese sauce (yes, provided fries were fried in vegetable oil, but not eaten in the same meal as the hamburger because that would combine cheese and meat)

Pepperoni Pizza (No – meat and dairy. Pepperoni could be pork)

Hot dog (Must be a kosher dog as most dogs contain pork and/or dairy based fillers)

Eggs and bacon (No – bacon is from pigs)

Baked beans (No. Usually cooked with bacon or pork fat. Vegetarian beans okay)

Cole Slaw (Yes, but if there’s a dairy based dressing you can’t eat with a hamburger)

Clam chowder (No. Shellfish)

Fish sticks (yes)

Lasagna (No. meat and dairy. Vegetarian lasagna is okay)

Egg Rolls (No. Most egg rolls are made with roast pork)

Main Lesson

Jews followed (and follow) these kosher dietary laws, and other laws, to set themselves apart from other people. It is a way of reminding themselves every day at every meal that they have a special relationship with God and that because of that relationship they can’t just behave like everyone else. Because of who they are they must make Godly choices.

Ask: Is it bad to remind yourself to make godly choices?

Are there times where Christians are supposed to see themselves as ‘different’? When?

When might seeing yourself as “set apart” go too far?

Prepare the Passover Fruit Candy. (recipe attached)
Explain that Passover (which some kids are learning about on Wednesday night) is a special holiday where even more rules are followed, which includes rules about sugar and sweets. 
Life Application

God was telling Peter that he no longer had to follow these kosher food laws. But the story about the clean/unclean animals isn’t the main point of the story. What is the main point? 
God is saying it is more important to follow Christ than to follow the law. 
Journaling

Rules for being a Christian (If you don’t do ___, you’re probably not a Christian)
To take home

Friends and Kosher Laws
Talks about how to ask and be respectful of other people’s traditions.

Adjustments for age levels and abilities

Younger children will have a harder time understanding the analogy between clean/unclean foods and clean/unclean people. Don’t push the analogy. Let it be enough that they are understanding the dietary part of this story and know that they will hear this again as they grow older.
If you have extra time…

Play a “hangman” game for the memory verse Acts 10:28b or a verse with a similar theme (Galatians 3:28, John 13:34, 1 Samuel 16:7)
If time runs short…

Leave the quiz for the children to take home.
Be creative

Instead of making lists make a group “tablecloth” using butcher paper on which you draw the clean and unclean foods.

Passover Fruit Candy

This recipe was found at www.recipesource.com 

What makes this a recipe for Passover? I couldn’t find any documentation, but I know that sugar processing involves water and fermentation – which you can’t do with grains used for Passover. I’m guessing that using sugar violates this same rule. So grinding up these intensely sweet dried fruits can satisfy your sweet tooth. The original recipe called for figs, dates, and raisins (all mentioned in scripture and available in the Holy Land), but I imagine other gummy dried fruits – apricots, prunes, etc. could be substituted.

Ingredients

1 lb. Figs 

1 lb. Dates (seedless)

1 lb Raisins (seedless)

1 lemon, insides juiced, rind grated

Chopped nuts or coconut (unsweetened if you can find it)

Supplies

Food Processor with a sharp blade.

Lemon juicers

Grater

1. Grate lemon rind and juice the lemon.

2. Grind figs, dates and raisins. (you might want to do in batches)
3. Add juice and rind of lemon. 
4. Form into balls and roll in chopped nuts or coconut


Kosher Do’s and Don’ts

Do eat the following meats: chicken (and poultry), beef, venison (deer), sheep, goats – provided that they’ve been drained of all blood before eating. 

DO NOT eat pigs (pork, bacon), camels, birds of prey (eagles, hawks, owls, etc.)

Do eat dairy products

But DO NOT eat dairy products and meat products together

Do eat fruits, vegetables and grains

Do eat fish

But DO NOT eat shellfish – shrimp, lobster, clams, etc.
DO NOT eat rodents, reptiles, amphibians, and insects

DO NOT eat non-Jewish wine and grape juice

QUIZ

Which of these foods could be eaten if you were keeping kosher laws? Which were prohibited?

Spaghetti and Meatballs
Crab cakes

Hamburger

Cheeseburger

French Fries with cheese sauce

Pepperoni Pizza

Hot dog

Bacon and eggs

Baked beans

Cole Slaw

Clam chowder

Fish sticks
Lasagna
Egg Rolls


Friends and Kosher Laws

We’ve been talking about Jewish kosher laws today.

One of the questions it raises is what to do if you want to invite a friend to dinner who is Jewish (or Muslim) and who eats differently than you do.

Here are some hints:

How can you have a Jewish (or Muslim) friend over to dinner? 

· Be respectful of their dietary restrictions the same way you would if your guest had a food allergy, or preference like vegetarian. Your guests have not made this choice to make your life difficult. 

· The first thing to do is ask what they want and expect. Find out to what degree they keep kosher. Do you need to buy kosher meat, or is it enough just to avoid pork and shellfish products? Is it acceptable if you cook and serve with your normal cookware or would they prefer you purchase disposable cookware and plates? If they are very strict, perhaps they would prefer to bring some food along.

· See this not as a burden or restriction on you, but as an opportunity to learn about another religion and culture.


Peter and Cornelius – Mountaintop Movies
At a Glance

Children will watch a movie “Respect” from the Book of Virtues series in which Annie and Zack are unkind to a junk yard owner who has been very helpful to them.
Outcome Objectives

1) Children can identify ways that Zack and Annie are unkind and can creatively imagine what they might have been thinking
2) Children can identify ways that they personally have been unkind, or ways that other children have been unkind, to someone “different” and can explain the reasons behind those attitudes.

3) In reading the story of Peter and Cornelius, children can see the parallels to the story of Zack and Annie, and their own stories.
Movie Summary

The general format of the movie is that the situation is presented first– Zack and Annie are unkind towards a man who is different, but nonetheless very kind and helpful. 
When Plato (the buffalo) and the others hear of this, they tell stories that illustrate the errors of Annie and Zack’s ways.

The story concludes with Zack and Annie making things right.

Supplies Needed

Movie “Respect” from the series The Book of Virtues
Paper easel and markers

Popcorn supplies

Advance Preparation

Read the biblical background notes and answer the questions raised in the “themes” section to figure out what this story means to you.

Read through the lesson and decide how best to manage your time.

Preview the movie and identify exactly where you want to stop the movie for discussion and which story you will fast forward through if time is running short.
Opening Activity

Divide the paper into three columns

With the children’s help, make a list of “strange” or “weird” people in the left column.
Ask: Why do you consider them strange? (write answers on the easel in the center column)

Ask: How do you/other kids treat the strange person (write answers in the third column)

Explain that in this movie, Zack and Annie are going to come across a man they find to be kind of different.

Main Lesson

Watch the first part of the movie. Stop before Plato (buffalo) begins telling stories.
Place the name of the junk yard worker in the first column.

Ask: Why did Zack and Annie think he was strange? (answers in 2nd column)

How did they treat him? (answers 3rd column)

Point to the 3rd column – the way “strange” people are treated in real life and in the movie.

Ask, what do you think God would say to Zack and Annie? What would God say to us?
Explain who Cornelius was (see the background notes, especially about centurions of the Roman cohort). Can you think of some reasons that Peter might not have liked Cornelius?

Read together what God told Peter in Acts 10:9-16

Start a new piece of paper and write “Stories” on top and write “Peter’s Vision of Unclean Animals.”

Explain that God is trying to teach Peter a lesson through the story. 

Ask: What lesson is God trying to teach Peter?

Return to the video and watch it to the end. (You can fast forward if time is an object.)

List the other stories told by Plato and the animals.

What lesson is Plato teaching Zack and Annie in (name each story)?

How are these stories similar to the story of Peter’s vision?

Life Application

Look again at the original list of strange people and the feelings/actions.
What might Peter’s vision tell us about these situations?

How does God want us to treat people who are different/strange/weird?
*NOTE* There ARE times where our instinctive reaction against someone might be because the person really is unsafe or wanting to do us harm. It is difficult, even for adults, to distinguish these helpful “gut feelings” from culturally dictated prejudices. Children have probably had discussions about not taking rides from strangers, etc. (or if not, they should have). What is the difference between showing Christian love to all people and putting yourself in a situation where you can easily become a victim? Be aware of these competing themes as you have this discussion.

Journaling

Dream God’s Dream – What kind of world do you think God envisions? How can you make that a reality?
To take home

Peter and Cornelius Word Search
Adjustments for age levels and abilities

Analogy is difficult for younger children. Focus on their learning the details of the story rather than applying meaning to it.
If you have extra time…

Find Caesarea, Joppa, and Jerusalem on a map of Israel. How far did Peter travel? How do you think he traveled by boat or on foot? Was going to Caesarea to see Cornelius “on the way” or “out of the way?” What does that say about what God wants us to do?
If time runs short…

You don’t have to listen to all of Plato’s stories. Preview the tape to know what you might want to fast forward through.
Be creative

Do you have any examples from your own life about avoiding someone because you thought they were different (or people avoiding you)? What did you learn from that experience that you could teach the children?
The UCC is beginning a new ad campaign that addresses the issue of including others. Include this 30 second spot (download from www.stillspeaking.org ) and discuss how it applies to the story we are learning.






Peter and Cornelius

A G D O D H A F S S H O J W W N M E T T H A D T I 

S S H E O U L D O N O T E A C A L R I S L A E N Y 

O E S N Z E P R O O F A S T N E O O R L R U T N C 

L T S E L I T N E G R E U E A H N Y I A U F I O I 

I U R U M M T O N G U E S R O R F O P M E X V Z X 

G P S A O B J P W P Y Q V C C N V L S I T K N S K 

F B Y I N H L O A T Z A N C E L X X Y N Y F I B C 

U J V Z M C G E P B V A H K V A B X L A D H T Q H 

M I S J P O E J D Y I Z D Z O T Y D O N O S N R R 

R Z Z I X B N S L L C A E S A R E A H A G I G J I 

J O Y W E N K P A Z R S Y X K O I X B E H W C C S 

K J A W Q O C T E W G X C R R M G X D L U E D N T 

Q R Q W F F I O F T Z S E L I T P E R C N J L O E 

G N I L Z Z A D M Z E G N P Y S D A N N G P U I H 

S H E E T I C P G L S R T J O Z Q F M U R H T S Z 

V H Y F A P S L Q E V E U S C C F D P U Y U Q I N 

S W Z A C R C K S G Q B R Z X L Q Q D S J A G V M 

T D Q R P R Z U V N F W I C M C E Q S Z Z A L L Q 

Y A W D K C O O V A X E O J B R Q I V E G M L G K 

D N Z M F M Y J O P A V N O Y C L N S S G H Y U B 

H E T L J I D C J Q L I F P X A W W M S R Y H M D 

Q D E S I S M U C R I C E P C U R M K H T G N B I 

Z A J Y N N D I T V H U U A Q K Z P U E I S K I D 

A K R I V H J G G R P X S I R T A Y K T X M I W I 

I V P L A U T D R M V W Y Q V P Q G F F Y L V B M 

ANGEL

ASSEMBLED

BAPTIZED

CAESAREA

CENTURION

CHRIST

CIRCUMSISED

DAZZLING

GENTILES

GOD

HOLY SPIRIT

HOUSE

HUNGRY

INVITED

ITALIAN COHORT

JESUS

JEWISH

JOPPA

MORTAL

PRAY

REPTILES

ROOF

SHEET

SIMON PETER

TONGUES

TRANCE

UNCLEAN ANIMALS

VISION

WATER

When you have found all the words listed, the letters remaining will spell out a phrase. 

“___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___ ___   ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___   ___   

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___   

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___   ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ .”


Peter and Cornelius – Moved by the Spirit
At a Glance

Children will act out Acts 10:1-11:18 either by using the attached script or pantomiming actions to a reading of scripture.
Outcome Objectives

1) Children can recall the events of Peter and Cornelius’s story.
2) Children can remember what “God’s voice” says in the script, or the memory verse. 

3) Children can find the story of Peter and Cornelius in their Bible.

Supplies Needed

Copies of scripts (if using) and Bibles

Copies of “And Then” handout
Biblical costumes




(scissors and glue if using handout 
Bibles







in class)
Sheet

Animal costumes or body sox (optional)

Advance Preparation
Read the biblical background notes and answer the questions raised in the “themes” section to figure out what this story means to you.

Read through the lesson and decide how best to manage your time.

You should be familiar with the scripture and with the script. 
For younger ages, pre-tape the dialogue so that all they have to do is pantomime.

Opening Activity
If it is not the first week, or if you have students who have a lot of Biblical background, ask them if they can:
Define “centurion”

Explain the differences between a Jew and a Gentile

Name three or more foods that Jews considered “unclean” or not kosher.

Otherwise, explain these concepts to them so they can understand the context of the story. Another word that might require definition is circumcision. There is no need to get into graphic details – just explain that it was something Jews did to set themselves apart. 
Main Lesson

Act out the drama two times to give children the opportunity to have different roles. Coach them through words, phrases, and ideas to help them understand the story.
Work on staging. Think about what actions each child can do to give life to their role.

Life Application

Work on Bible literacy. Help the children find the story of Peter and Cornelius in the Bible. If you are working with younger children, just have them put their finger on the “10” where the story begins. Then ask them to retell the story of Peter and Cornelius to you. If they get stuck, say “let’s see what the Bible says. Then locate the verse together and read it to them.
Older children will be using their Bibles to answer the following questions:

The idea of these questions is not so much to test the children’s memory of the story, but to encourage them to find the Bible verse where the answer occurs. After an answer is given and the Bible verse named, the whole group should look at that verse and read it together. You do not need to ask every question, but don’t jump back and forth. The idea is that the children will be skimming through the story as they look for the answers.
What was the name of the centurion? (Acts 10:1)
What kind of person was Cornelius? (10:2)

Why did he send his servants for Peter? (10:4-6)
When did Cornelius’ servants arrive in Joppa? (10:9)

Where was Peter praying? (10:9, also 10:6)

What was Peter waiting for when he had his vision? (10:10)
How was the sheet lowered to the ground (10:11)

What three types of animals appear in the vision? (10:12)

What did Peter say to God when he saw the animals? (10:14)

What happened to the cloth after it appeared the third time? (10:16)

From where did Cornelius’ servants call for Peter? (10:17)

Where did the servants sleep that night? (10:23)

Who went with Peter to Caesarea? (10:23)

When did Peter go see Cornelius? (10:23-24)

Who was at Cornelius’ house? (10:24)

What did Cornelius do when Peter arrived? (10:25)

What was the first thing Peter said to Cornelius? (10:26)

Why did the angel appear to Cornelius? (10:31, also 10:4)

Why were all the people gathered in Cornelius’ home? (10:33)
In 10:38-42 what events of Jesus’ life does Peter remember?

What happened while Peter was still speaking? (10:44)

Why were the circumcised believers amazed? (10:45)
What did Cornelius and the gentiles do that showed they had the Holy Spirit? (10:46)

What did Peter do when he realized they had the Holy Spirit? (10:47-48)

Who criticized Peter? (11:1-2)

According to Peter’s story, how many believers went with him? (11:12)

What words of Jesus did Peter remind the apostles/believers of? (11:16)

What did the apostles/believers do/say after Peter’s story? (11:18)

As you work through these questions, if you find the children are becoming restless, move on to the journaling activity or run through the play again. The purpose is to improve the children’s Bible skills, not torture them with long periods of sitting still. 

Journaling

Invite the children to think of one particular scene in this story that they particularly like. Tell them to imagine that they are one of the people in the story. It could be a main character, or it could be someone unnamed. Imagine what that person sees, hears, thinks, feels, as that scene unfolds. If they wish, they could turn that into a short play.
For younger children, encourage them to draw a scene through the eyes of one of the characters. 

To take home

And then…
Children cut out parts of the story and put them in the correct order.

Note: as you make copies, don’t duplex or they can’t cut and paste.
Adjustments for age levels and abilities

For younger children, pre-tape the drama and use puppets.
If you don’t have good readers, have your shepherd or yourself read Peter’s part.
If you have extra time…

See if children can make up a story line similar to this one, but using modern people in modern situations.
If time runs short
Only look up a few of the Bible verse questions. 

Be creative

Think of other ways sound effects, lighting, or props can be used to include children that don’t want to have speaking roles. 

And Then…

Cut out the sentences below.

Place the events of Acts 10:1-11:18 in the correct order. If you are unsure where a phrase fits in, look up the story in your Bible.
Note: just to make it a little bit tricky, there are a few sentences that are NOT part of the story.

Peter said that anyone who believes in Jesus receives forgiveness.

The apostles and believers told Peter never to set foot in Jerusalem again.

Some of Cornelius’ friends left, but others believed in Christ.

Peter explained his vision to the apostles and believers.

The angel told Cornelius to send men to Joppa to get Simon Peter.

Meanwhile, Peter was on the roof praying while dinner was being prepared.

Peter delivered a sermon in which he explained Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.

Cornelius had been a dirty rotten scoundrel all his life and had killed many Christians. 

Peter went with Cornelius’ servants to Caesarea.

The apostles and believers were silenced.

Peter got up and ate the animals on the sheet.

On it were all sorts of animals that Jews were forbidden to eat.
The next time Peter happened to be in Jerusalem the apostles and believers criticized him.

Cornelius, his family and friends, began speaking in tongues and praising God.

Peter told Cornelius to get up, then he asked him why he sent for him.

A voice said “get up and eat.”

They told Peter to come to Jerusalem at once.

The Holy Spirit fell upon Cornelius, his family and friends.

Peter refused to eat because the animals were not okay for Jews to eat.

Cornelius invited his friends and family to his house.

He had a vision of a large sheet being lowered to the ground. 

The apostles and believers in Jerusalem heard about Peter and Cornelius.

Peter ordered that Cornelius, his friends and family be baptized.

God told Peter that he shouldn’t call things “bad” that God had called “good.”

Cornelius, an Italian soldier, had a vision from an angel of God.

Peter fell down at Cornelius’ feet.

Cornelius’ servants arrived and asked for Peter.

Cornelius fell down at Peter’s feet.

The apostles and believers praised God for giving eternal life to the Gentiles.

Cornelius told Peter about the angel’s appearance.




Peter and Cornelius

Cast: 

Peter

Apostle

Past Peter

God’s voice

Unclean animals (pig, eagle, snake, camel)

Servant

Cornelius’ servants

Cornelius

The story begins with Acts 11 and “flashes back” to Acts 10. Scenes 1 and 5 should take place slightly off to the side, to allow for the main action in scenes 2-4.
There are seven speaking roles. Additional children act out the role of an unclean animal. (Be sure they understand that they must be an animal that Jews were forbidden to eat, not just any animal they want to be.) You can also encourage other children to participate by having them turn lights off and on between scenes. 

For younger readers, have an adult teacher/shepherd take on the role of Peter – who does most of the speaking. 

For non-readers, tape the story ahead of time, making sure that the different people have very different sounding voices. For example, Cornelius and his servants could have an Italian accent. Peter and Past Peter can be done with the same voice. The children can then pantomime the play or use puppets

If you like, you can use the script the first time and ad lib a second time through.

Scene 1: The Church in Jerusalem

Apostle:
Simon Peter, it is good to see you. You have been gone a long time.

Peter:
Too long, Thaddeus, too long. How are things going in Jerusalem?

Apostle:
Very well Peter. (pause) But I have heard some things that have disturbed us greatly, Peter, and I need to talk to you about them.
Peter:
Oh?

Apostle:
I have heard that you have been going to the home of pagans, people who do not follow God’s law, and that you have been eating with them. I have known you a long time, Peter. I know that you are a faithful Jew, and that you would never do anything to go against God’s will.

Peter:
What you say is partially true, Thaddeus. I have been going to the homes of pagans, more specifically, to the house of a man named Cornelius. And I have eaten with him.

Apostle:
No! Peter! How could you?

Peter:
But I was not going against God’s will.

Apostle:
What do you mean? The torah – the law of Moses - tells us what we can eat and what is forbidden. You are going against the torah. That means you are going against God’s will!

Peter:
Let me explain what happened.

Scene 2: A rooftop in Joppa

Peter:
(narrating while Past Peter acts out the story) I was hungry, and I went up on the rooftop to pray while the meal was prepared and behold, I had a vision. 

Unclean animals: (Bring out the cloth and lay it down on the ground as Peter continues speaking)

Peter: 
(narrating while Past Peter acts out the story) A sheet came down and on it were all kinds of animals that I was forbidden to eat.

Unclean animals: (oink, make other appropriate animal noises)

God’s Voice: Get up, Peter, kill and eat.

Past Peter:
No way, God. I’ve never in my life eaten anything that went against your Torah, God. I have never eaten anything profane or unclean.

God’s Voice:
What God has made clean, you must not call profane.

Unclean Animals: (pick up sheet and exit)

Peter:
(narrating while Past Peter continues to pray) This happened three times. I couldn’t imagine what it could mean.

Past Peter:
I can’t imagine what this could mean!

Servant:
Simon Peter

Past Peter:
(getting up) Yes, O is dinner finally ready? I’m famished.

Servant:
Um, not yet, sir, but there is someone here to see you.
Past Peter:
To see me?

God’s Voice:
What God has made clean, you must not call profane.
Past Peter:
(to Servant) Did you hear that?

Servant:
(shakes head, no)



(they exit together)

Scene 3: A Caesarea home, street level

Cornelius’ Servant:
Are you Simon Peter?

Past Peter:
I am. You are (hesitating) a gentile, are you not?

C’s Servant:
Yes. I work for Cornelius. He’s a soldier for the Roman army.

Past Peter:
Cornelius? The Roman army? Am, am I in some sort of trouble?

C’s Servant:
Cornelius is a centurion, but a good and upstanding man, who is well thought of by all the Jews in Caesarea. He heard an angel telling him to bring you to his house.

Past Peter:
Sure. We’ll leave first thing in the morning. I wonder what this means?

God’s Voice:
What God has made clean, you must not call profane.

Past Peter:
(to C. Servant) Did you hear that?

C’s servant:
(shakes head, no)



(they exit together)


Scene 4: Cornelius’ house

Peter:
(narrating) I went the next day to Cornelius’ home. As I entered he fell at my feet.

Cornelius:
(on his knees at Peter’s feet) Simon Peter! Praise God that you saw fit to come see a man like me!

Past Peter:
Get up! I’m just a human being like you. 

Cornelius:
But you are so good. You are a disciple of Jesus. You are a good and faithful apostle.

Past Peter:
You know, if you had asked me yesterday, I would have said I was better than you, but I had a vision yesterday and I heard God’s voice.

God’s voice: 
What God has made clean, you must not call profane.

Past Peter:
You may not have followed our torah all your life, Cornelius, but God has looked in your heart, and God approves of you. And God does not want me to put down anyone that God sees as acceptable.

Cornelius:
Thank you, Peter.

Peter:
(narrating) I began telling them about Jesus. As I talked, I could see that the Holy Spirit rested on Cornelius and his friends. I asked anyone if they could imagine a reason why someone who has already received the Holy Spirit should not also receive baptism. No one could answer. (Past Peter and Cornelius pantomime a baptism) So I ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

Scene 5: Jerusalem Church

Peter:
After that, I stayed with Cornelius for several days. You see, Thaddeus, God doesn’t want the message of Jesus to be only for the Jews, but for all people.

Apostle:
I don’t know, Peter

Peter:
Thaddeus, If God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stop God? 

Apostle:
(silence for a moment) Yes, I suppose.

God’s voice: 
What God has made clean, you must not call profane.

Apostle:
Wow! God has given eternal life, even to the Gentiles!


Peter and Cornelius – Temple Courtyard
At a Glance

Children will have an exercise with the parachute, play Blob Tag, and work on their memory verse.
Outcome Objectives

1) Children can locate Acts 10 in their Bibles.
2) Children understand that God loves and includes everyone and so should we.

3) Children understand baptism as becoming part of the church.

4) Children can recite the memory verse from Acts 10:28b
Supplies Needed

Extra people – the parachute game and blob tag both require a minimum of 6 people, with a group of 10 or more even better. Ask a few youth or adults to join you if needed.
Parachute

Bibles for each student

Post-It Notes

Pens, markers, pencils

Memory Game prepared: red, yellow, blue, green paper, and masking tape.
Advance Preparation

Read the biblical background notes and answer the questions raised in the “themes” section to figure out what this story means to you.
Read through the lesson and decide how best to manage your time through all three games.

Prepare the Scripture Memory Game as follows:

Get four pieces of construction paper (11X17 if you have it) and write in large letters the following parts of the memory verse on the appropriate color.

RED:
“God has shown me

BLUE:
 that I should not call

GREEN: anyone profane

YELLOW: or unclean.” – Acts 10:28b
Tape the four pieces of paper on the wall (use masking tape – clear tape will take off the paint!) in the correct order.

Take the parachute out of the bag and spread it flat so that the wrinkles relax

Opening Activity 

Time: – about 10 minutes
Sit around the outside of the parachute so that children and helpers are evenly distributed around the edges. Give each child a Bible.

Practice raising and lowering the parachute
Explain that your are going to act out Peter’s vision today.

On the post it notes write names of foods the kids don’t like to eat.

Help the children find Acts 10:11-16. Read it together (summarize for non-readers)

As you read about the sheet coming down from heaven, you can raise and lower your parachute.

Raise the parachute up high and say “[name of child], eat [name a food].”

Lower the parachute to the ground and allow the child to answer/react. 

The child whose name was called can now pick another child “[name of child], eat [name a food].”

Explain that God wasn’t just talking about food. God was also talking about the way we treat people. Find Acts 10:28 and read it together. 
Use the post-it notes again and write down the names of individual people, or groups of people, that the children don’t like or don’t get along with.

Raise the parachute up high and say, “[name of child], love your enemy.”

Lower the parachute to the ground, and give the child a chance to react. 
The child whose name was called can now pick another child “[name of child], love your enemy.”

Main Lesson
Time:  about 30 minutes (15 minutes to play round 1 and 2; 15 minutes for discussion) 
Blob Tag – 2/3 of the children and adults hold hands in a circle to form the blob; the other 1/3 are freebies who can run about at will. (Note: this works best in a space that gives some room to move about, but not so large that freebies are impossible to catch in game 2)
Game 1

It is the freebies job to try and get into the middle of the blob. The blob is supposed to try and block the freebies and if a freebie does get in, move around to try and get them back out.
Game 2

It is the blob’s job to try and capture the freebies and keep them inside. The freebies are supposed to stay away from the blob and if caught are supposed to try and escape.
Which version of the game did you like better?

Which was harder?

Is it more fun to be the blob or the freebie? Why?

Life Application

Play Game 1 and 2 of the Blob again, only this time, re-label them. The “Blob” is the church and the freebies are people who don’t go to church, or unbelievers.
Is our church more like Game 1 or Game 2?

Do we try and “catch” people who don’t believe?

Do we try and “keep out” people who want to be part of the church?

Do we try and keep people in or do we let them leave?

Summarize together what happens after Peter meets Cornelius.
In the beginning of the story of Peter and Cornelius, was the church (Peter) more like Blob game 1 or 2? Explain.

By the end of the story, how was the church (Peter) behaving?

How does God want us to behave?

Are Christians supposed to “trap” unbelievers the way we did in game 2 and not let them out even if they want to get out? Why or why not?

Walk through a final version of the Blob game. The Blob tries to catch the freebies, but when they are caught, the freebies join the blob circle and are part of catching the next freebie. 

Explain that this more closely explains what the church is supposed to be. The church tries to reach out to and bring in unbelievers, but then when they are baptized they become part of the church.

Discuss baptism

Do any of you remember your baptism?

Do you have any pictures of your baptism?

Do you remember seeing other children/adults being baptized?

Explain that with baptism, we all become part of the “blob”. In our baptism service, after the act of baptism, the pastor says “The Holy Spirit be upon __, child of God, disciple of Christ, member of the church.”

When did Cornelius become a member of the church (part of the blob)? (An argument can be made that he became a member of the church when the Holy Spirit descended upon him – which was before Peter performed the baptism.)
Memory Verse Game
Time: about 10 minutes
Spread out the parachute again and have children stand (IN STOCKING FEET!) on a triangle, making sure they are evenly divided between all four colors. 
Have everyone squat down. When it is your color, stand and read your part of the memory verse, then squat back down. Work this through several times until all groups have their part down well. Then walk forward one triangle so that you have a new part of the verse to say/stand for. Continue until all children have stood on all colors at least once. 
Play it again, this time, removing one or more of the pieces of paper, so that children have to say the verse from memory as they continue to stand/sit through the memory verse. 

For later weeks, when the children might already have the verse well memorized, make the focus building speed. For instance, how many times can you stand/sit/say your verse in one minute.

To take home

Baptism Maze. 
Adjustments for age levels and abilities

Younger children will have a harder time applying the metaphor in the Blob game. To compensate, play only Game 2 version where the blob captures the freebies and lead directly into a conversation about evangelism and bringing others into the church. End with the parachute again, this time lifting it up and everyone moving to the inside when it is quickly brought down (makes a sort of tent if done correctly). Use this as a discussion of how God wants us to include everybody.
For the memory game, point to the colors as you say your verse. The children will not be able to read what is written, but they can stand with their color and will learn their words. You can also begin by everyone standing on red, everyone standing on blue, etc.

If you have extra time…

Take a field trip to the baptismal font for the closing discussion about baptism. Children can “remember” their baptism by dipping their fingers in the water and putting it on their head to the words “Child of God; Disciple of Christ; Member of the Church.”
If time runs short…

The adjustment for younger children can also be used to shorten the Blob game if you get started late or opening discussion takes longer than expected. 
Be creative
If you can think of other games that can be modified to reinforce the main point or the memory verse, feel free to make appropriate changes.

Shepherd Notes

Weekly Responsibilities

Your role is to be the group’s nurturer, who provides continuity from week to week. Remember that the teachers have different students every week and don’t get to know them all very well. That’s where you come in. Some suggestions include: 

· Greet children from your group as they arrive to opening time – try to remember specific things about each one of them, and ask them about their week.

· Take attendance (stamp passports if they are being used)

· Get complete information on any visitors and give that information to the church office for a mailing. Introduce visiting children (and their parents) to teachers, students, and other church members. 

· Make a note of any children who have missed more than one week and either send them a note yourself, or make a note for the church office to contact them. 
In addition you are responsible for:

· Keeping track of each student’s journal and placing journal pages in their journals.

· Reminding teachers to leave time for journaling.

· Running errands, i.e. to get more glue or make extra copies.

· Discipline problems that involve a child leaving the classroom.

· Escorting children to and from the bathroom.
Specific Responsibilities this rotation

Creation Station -
keep reminding the children to hold the soap in their hand as they put pressure on the soap or it will break. Be diligent in making sure no one touches their eyes or slips on soap droppings. Help in cleaning up newspapers.
Fisherman’s.Net -
Children with less reading skills will need someone to go through the program with them Allow children to use the mouse while you read out loud.
Loaves and Fishes Café -
Assist with the cooking process and help the teacher clean up.
Mountaintop Movies -
Make sure children don’t throw popcorn; help clean up.
Moved by the Spirit -
Take an active role reading a part if asked by the teacher. Otherwise focus on discipline.
Temple Courtyard -
Participate in games if you have a smaller number of children. Show enthusiasm and the children will follow your lead.
