Raising of Lazarus

Scripture
John 11:1-12:19
(see also Luke 16:19-31)

Memory Verse
“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.”  John 11:25

Bible Background
This passage appears immediately before Jesus returns to Jerusalem for the Passover, and thus foreshadows Jesus’ own death and resurrection.

Lazarus appears in John 11:1-12:19 and Luke 16:19-31. The first question is “is the Lazarus of Luke the same Lazarus we know in John?” After all, we know there were a lot of Johns and Marys in the Bible, maybe Lazarus was just a common name too. However that both books talk about the dead coming back to life, it is possible both stories stem from the same person, however the point of view is different -- Luke 16:26 seems to directly contradict what happened in John 11:44. 

For the purpose of this rotation, we will be focusing on John 11. Chapter 12:1-19 gives further insight into Jesus’ relationship with this family and the effect that the raising of Lazarus had of influencing the Pharisees against Jesus. The story in Chapter 11 can be divided into three parts.

The first part, John 11:1-17 sets up the event. Lazarus is ill. The sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” Although this is the first mention of the family in this gospel, it is clear that Jesus already knows them well. Jesus does not appear concerned, and foreshadows what will happen. He stays two days longer where he is (on the far side of the Jordan River) then makes an announcement that he will return to Judea. The disciples did not want him to go. They take his statement about Lazarus’ falling asleep literally. This is another example of both the disciple’s fear and their incomplete understanding of Jesus. Note that it is Thomas, the “doubter” – and the only one not huddled in fear in the upper room-- of Ch. 20 who says, “let us also go, that we may die with him.” Thus, this section ends with a prediction of Jesus’ death.

The second part, John 11:18-37 is where people declare what they believe about Jesus. When Jesus arrives, he finds Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. There were mourners at the home of Martha and Mary. Martha heard about Jesus’ coming and went and met him while Mary stayed at home. Mary did not go to Jesus until Martha returns to her and tells her Jesus wants her. Both sisters say exactly the same thing to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” But there the difference ends. Martha adds “but even I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him,” and the two of them get in a theological discussion of sorts. When Mary arrives, there is no theological discussion. She is weeping and the other mourners with her and Jesus’ response is to weep also. Some see this as a sign of Jesus’ love for Lazarus, some blame him because they think he could of helped. For us, the reader, the reason for Jesus’ weeping is somewhat more perplexing. The gospel writer indicates that he knew that Lazarus would rise again, so why is Jesus “greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved?” 

The third part, John 11:38-44 is the actual raising of Lazarus. Pragmatic Martha warns Jesus against entering the tomb as her brother had been dead for four days and the body smelled. Jesus chides her to believe. He offers a prayer thanking God, then says “Lazarus, come out!” Lazarus comes out and Jesus tells them to unbind him and let him go.

The fourth part, John 11:45 and into chapter 12 tells of people’s reactions to the raising of Lazarus. Mary was compelled to anoint Jesus with expensive perfume. Some bystanders saw Lazarus raised and believed in Jesus. Others were disturbed and went to Jerusalem to report this information to the Jewish authorities, who renewed plots to have him killed.

Throughout this story, and the entire gospel of John, one is aware that Jesus talks very differently than in the other three gospels. John is considered by most biblical scholars to have been written later than the other three gospels (60 AD Mark, 75-85 AD for Matthew and Luke, and 100-120 AD for John) although no one knows the exact dates. It is very likely that John embellished or created some of Jesus’ speeches. Many think John was trying to convince a heretic group – perhaps those who still followed John the Baptist, (John 1) or perhaps Greek Gnostic thinkers (John 14-16)  -- that Jesus was the Messiah, both human and divine, and used language that this group was familiar with to convince them. We’ll never know, but certainly need to take note of the very different language and style of the fourth gospel. 

It is also important to keep in mind what Lazarus’ death meant to Martha and Mary. It was more than the loss of a beloved brother. Neither woman was married, which means in their brother’s death they were left without the protection of a male relative – a very precarious social and economic condition for a woman. In Luke 10, we are told that it was Martha’s home, which may indicate that she was a widow of modest wealth, but that is not at all mentioned in John.

Teaching this Story to Kids
Why did Jesus weep? If he knew Lazarus would rise, why did he weep? Some say that Jesus wept because of humanity’s disbelief. Others say that when we suffer, Jesus suffers with us. 

Raised from death – Resuscitation is familiar to us today, but that is not what the story is about. Martha makes very clear that Lazarus is really, really dead – gone four days, his body already decomposing. 

Language – While adults consider the long speeches of Jesus the most beautiful and comforting part of this passage, the metaphorical language of John’s gospel is difficult for children to understand. Focus on the story with the children. Help them remember the memory verse, but don’t expect them to completely understand it.

Why doesn’t Jesus bring my grandma/dad/dog back from the dead? Miracles are not difficult for children to accept – why they are not universal is more of a conundrum. In John’s gospel, the reason given seems to be that miracles and healings were performed so that people might come to believe in Jesus. The goal is not to heal and bring everyone back from the dead, but to bring all people to belief.

Lesson Summary
Opening Song “I am the Resurrection”

Creation Station -	Children will make felt cutouts of the principle characters for use on a flannel board.
Fisherman’s.Net -	No lesson this rotation. Software suggestions are made.
Loaves and Fishes Café –	Children will wrap hot dogs (Lazarus) with strips of phyllo dough and place in the tomb (oven). 
Mountaintop Movies -	Children will watch the Nest Stories from the New Testament DVD on Lazarus and take the 10 question quiz that follows.
Moved by the Spirit -	Children will create a news program based upon the story.
Temple Courtyard -	Children will play “Unwrap Lazarus” which involves wrapping a team member in toilet paper (bandages) and unrolling him/her as questions are correctly answered. 



A Kid-Friendly Paraphrase
(For this retelling, you have the option to use  a map of Israel which includes the following: Jerusalem, Bethany, the Jordan River, Judea, Ephraim labeled on it. Also have available a copy of the Bible for the children to look up.)

Jesus had many people who followed him around. He also had very special friends who lived in other places. Mary, Martha, and Lazarus were some of Jesus’ special friends. They lived in the town of Bethany, which was very near Jerusalem. (Find these cities on your maps. Mark Jerusalem with a star of David because it is the capital. Mark Bethany with a letter “L” for Lazarus).

Jesus had been in Jerusalem, but had recently crossed the Jordan River to the area where John the Baptist had baptized many people. (Put a “J” across the Jordan River to represent Jesus. Use the map key to figure out how far Jesus was from Bethany. Guess how long it would take to walk across this difficult terrain.)

Lazarus became very, very sick. His sisters, Martha and Mary knew that Jesus could heal people, so they sent a messenger to find Jesus and ask him to come to Bethany. (How long do you think it took the messenger to find Jesus?) Jesus said, “This sickness of Lazarus will lead to God’s glory.” (what do you think Jesus meant?) Jesus loved Martha, Mary and Lazarus very much, but still he stayed two days longer where he was. 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “let’s go to Judea again”. (Find Judea on your map. What part of Judea do you think he was going to?) Some of the disciples didn’t think that was a good idea. “Jesus, there are some people in Jerusalem who tried to kill you. Bethany is too close to Jerusalem.” But Jesus still wanted to go. Thomas, one of Jesus disciples, convinced the other disciples that they should all follow Jesus to Bethany.

When Jesus got near Bethany, he heard that Lazarus had been dead four days. Lazarus’ sister, Martha, came running to Jesus. “If you had been here,” she said, “I know you would have helped my brother live.” Jesus said, “Don’t you believe that your brother will rise again?” Martha answered that she believed he would rise in the resurrection on the last day. Then Jesus said some very famous words. (Look up John 11:25-26). 

Martha told her sister Mary to come, and she came and knelt at Jesus’ feet. “If you had been here,” she said, “I know you would have helped my brother live. Then she started crying, and all her friends with her started crying. Jesus cried, too. 

They all went to the cave where Lazarus was buried. Jesus asked them to roll away the stone. Martha didn’t think this was a very good idea. “He has been dead, four days, Jesus” she said, “his body will stink terribly.” But Jesus didn’t care, so they rolled away the stone. He said a prayer to God, then said “Lazarus, come out!” Lazarus came out with his hands and feet still wrapped in bandages. Jesus told them to take these bandages off him and let him go.

After that, some people who saw this believed in Jesus. Others thought that Jesus was pulling some sort of trick and didn’t trust him. They went to Jerusalem and complained to the Jewish leaders about the things that Jesus was doing. Some of these leaders wanted Jesus killed, so he and the disciples went to Ephraim, near the wilderness. They stayed there until it was time to go to Jerusalem for the Passover.

Raising of Lazarus – Creation Station

At a Glance
Children will make felt cutouts of the principle characters for use on a flannel board.

Outcome Objectives
1) Children can sequence the story of Lazarus
2) Children know the principle characters
3) Children improve their knowledge of geography of the holy land.

Supplies Needed

Felt, assorted colors
Scissors (good enough to cut felt)
Glue
Bibles
Ziploc bag (to store finished pieces)
Maps of Israel in Jesus’ day
Colored pencils or markers
Kid friendly paraphrase
Easel and markers
Flannel board or felt to drape over the easel


Advance Preparation
Know the story of Lazarus. This is a long Bible passage with a lot of details that are important. Being able to retell it in your own words as a story will improve the children’s ability to understand the story.

Opening Activity
Tell the story of Lazarus using the kid friendly paraphrase. Utilize the Bible and maps at the appropriate places. 

Main Lesson
· Retell the story in sections, with input from the children. 
· In each section, draw pictures that can be used as models for the children to make into felt pieces. You do not have to draw well. For people figures, draw an elongated bell shape, with a circle at the top for the head. 
· Each section has about six things to make out of felt. If you have a larger group, this can be expanded, for instance drawing many disciples. If you have a small, especially a younger small group, leave some things out, such as the disciples.

Part 1  (1st 3 paragraphs of Kid Friendly version)
Draw a tree
Draw Jesus standing under the tree
Draw several disciples listening to him speak
Draw the town of Bethany
Draw Lazarus lying down
Draw a bed for Lazarus
Draw a messenger

Part 2 (Paragraphs 4, 5, and 6 of Kid Friendly Version)
Draw bandages over Lazarus (he died)—children can cut strips
Draw Martha
Draw Mary
Draw a cluster of people who came with Mary (have the children create this grouping in two parts as half will come be believe in Jesus and half will go away to complain in Jerusalem)
Draw tears for Mary and Jesus – children can cut droplets

Part 3 (Paragraphs 7 and 8 of Kid Friendly Paraphrase)
Draw a tomb (big rock with cave-like entrance)
Draw a stone over the mouth of the cave
Draw a healthy Lazarus
Draw Jerusalem, the temple and some leaders at the temple

Life Application
Using the felt figures, retell the story. Do this based upon your perception of their ability:
entirely by the children from memory
entirely by the children reading from the Kid Friendly paraphrase
entirely by the children reading from the Bible
you provide the telling or reading while the children place the felt pieces.
told/read by the children as you place the felt pieces.

You can retell this story as time permits with children doing more of the story telling with each retelling.

Journaling
Ask children to retell this story, using the felt images as prompts, in their own words. Have the older children check their work against the Bible.

To take home
Unless this is the last week, do not have children take their felt figures home. They will be used each week in retelling the story. Place figures in a ziplock bag and have the shepherd keep it for each week of the rotation.

Adjustments for age levels and abilities
For preschool children, you can photocopy images onto paper, and glue sandpaper on the back. Have children cut and color these pages instead of cutting felt. 

For early elementary, make copies of the elongated bell shape onto paper to give children a basic form for figures.

If you have extra time…
Children can make their own characters to take home. 

If time runs short…
If you don’t have time to complete all the needed figures and backdrops, as the shepherd to make a few simple pieces to be used in future weeks.
Be creative
Any material, backed by sandpaper, can be placed on flannel board. Are there other craft materials in the supply closet you can use.

Instead of a flannel board, could you make figures using magnets to put on a metal board (or refrigerator).

You could also use construction paper and make puppets by adding a popsicle stick.


Raising of Lazarus – Fisherman’s.Net

At a Glance

Outcome Objectives

Software Summary
We have not scheduled a computer lesson, but here are some suggestions for groups that might want to teach Lazarus with computers:

There is a Life of Christ Lesson available. Plus “Let’s Talk” to make up the lesson. Finish with Cal and Marty or a content question game. You could use the questions for the Temple Courtyard game.

Supplies Needed

Advance Preparation

Opening Activity

Main Lesson

Life Application

Journaling

To take home

Adjustments for age levels and abilities

If you have extra time…

If time runs short…

Be creative


Raising of Lazarus – Loaves and Fishes Cafe

At a Glance
Children will wrap hot dogs (Lazarus) with strips of phyllo dough and place in the tomb (oven).

Outcome Objectives
1. Children will recall the story of Lazarus
2. Children will identify situations where they cried.
3. Children will discuss what it means that Jesus wept with them in those circumstances.

Supplies Needed
Bibles
Hot dogs
Phyllo (Filo) dough (found in freezer section next to pie crusts)
Melted butter or oil
Pastry brush
Baking Sheet

Advance Preparation
Defrost phyllo by putting it in the refrigerator the night before.
If you have not worked with phyllo before read the package carefully – it dries out quickly, although for this recipe isn’t that particular – if it dries out a little, so be it.

Preheat oven to 400 degrees or as suggested per package directions

Opening Activity
Read or paraphrase John 11:18-37, pausing where it said Jesus wept. (You can use the felt board and characters the children learned in art to help with the story illustration.)
How do you think Mary felt when Jesus started to cry with her? 
Why do you think it helps to have someone cry with us?
Ask the children to name some times where they cried. These can be personal, like a fall, or someone hurting their feelings; or distant such as crying when they saw the hurricane on TV.
Say that the story of Lazarus teaches us that when we are sad, or hurt, Jesus cries with us.

Main Lesson
The basic recipe is to brush some oil or butter on several strips of phyllo dough and wrap it around the hot dog. Repeat until all the phyllo is gone and the hot dog is completely covered.

As the children do this, ask them to imagine that the hot dog is Lazarus. They are going to put bandages on him (phyllo) and put him in the tomb (oven). As they put on each strip, tell them you want them to think of a time they cried. As they brush the butter on the strip, imagine that these are Jesus’ tears as he cried with them.

Bake for about 15 minutes. As the hot dogs bake, wash hands and clean up.

Life Application
Return to your Bibles and read John 11:38-44.
When it is time for the hot dogs to be finished, have the children shout “Lazarus come out!”
Allow the children to look at their hot dogs. The dough should be nicely browned.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Serve on paper plates, but tell the children to wait a few minutes before eating as they are very hot. When you are ready, say the words from the scripture, “unbind him,” and let the children unwrap the phyllo and eat it and the hot dog.

Journaling
Jesus weeps with me.

To take home
No handouts

Be creative
What else could you put inside the phyllo to represent Lazarus?

Raising of Lazarus – Mountaintop Movies

At a Glance
Children will watch the Animated video “Lazarus” and take the quiz that comes after it.

Outcome Objectives
1) Children can identify the main points in the Lazarus story.
2) Children can answer at least 8 of the 10 questions correctly at the end without having to look up the answers.

Movie Summary
The movie begins with a non-Biblical introduction where Mary and Lazarus make visits to a leper colony to comfort the lepers, particularly a little girl Sarah, who ends up dying. When Lazarus finds out that Jesus heals people, he descends to the leper colony and brings out his friend, whom Jesus heals. It makes a point about the horror of lepers being shut away from the rest of the world, while not making those on the outside seem like terrible people. While this is nice, there’s no biblical mention of Lazarus or his sisters being involved with any lepers in any way. It serves the purpose of setting them up as good, deserving people. However you should point out that this part is not in the Bible.

The video also adds the Luke 10 story of Martha serving and Mary listening 

Supplies Needed
DVD – Lazarus
Copies of some activity pages of your choice from Lazarus book.
Popcorn and supplies

Advance Preparation
Preview the movie and decide where you would like to stop for questions.
Know how to access the questions on the DVD.
Remember that at church, you will be pointing the remote at the equipment, not in the direction of the screen.

Opening Activity
Distribute popcorn.
As you do this, see how much the children remember of the Lazarus story. You can use the felt board and characters the children learned in art to help with the story illustration.

Main Lesson
Watch the video, stopping as needed.

Life Application
Return to the main video menu and take the 10 question quiz that came with the video. Level 1 is content based – do this first with all age groups. Level 2 gets more theological and is probably best with older children. If they do not answer at least 8 questions right as a group without looking the answers up, take the quiz again if there is time.

To take home
Copy some age appropriate activity pages that came with the video.

Raising of Lazarus – Moved by the Spirit

At a Glance
Children will create news report of the story of Lazarus. (Note: there is also a music rotation that could substitute for the drama rotation.)

Outcome Objectives
1. Children will remember story sequence and details
2. Children enter into the feelings of the main characters
3. Children can find the memory verse in their Bibles and improve their memorization.

Supplies Needed
Bible costumes.
Paper tubes (optional) for microphones

Advance Preparation
Read the Bible background notes and the scripture passage so that you are familiar with details.

Opening Activity
Unless this is the first week, use the felt board and cutouts made by the children to tell the story of Lazarus. You can read the story from the Family Story Bible or use the child-friendly version provided in the background notes. If this is several weeks into the rotation, you can ask the children to retell the story to you.

On the paper easel, list characters and describe what each character said, did (from Bible), felt and thought (children’s imagination).

Main Lesson
See “Adjustments” notes below for younger groups.

Children will create a news story of the raising of Lazarus. Pair children up, naming one person in each pair as a reporter and one person in each pair as a character in the story. 
Have them create an interview script based upon what they know as the characters.

You can also choose one or two children to be the news anchors who introduce each reporter, or you can do it.

Put together your interviews as a news segment. If you have a video camera available you can tape the segment for the children to watch. 

Life Application
This story foreshadows Jesus’ death and resurrection, which the children will be studying in the next rotations. What details of the story remind them of Jesus’ death and resurrection? What is different?

Journaling
How would you react if this story took place today to your family?

To take home
No handouts

Adjustments for age levels and abilities
For younger groups run through the story several times with story board or puppets, asking the children to take on more and more of the story telling with each run through. 

For the interviews, give one child at a time a chance to act a scene as a character. For example, retell the story with one child acting as Mary weeping at Jesus’ feet, and then Jesus weeping with her. Stop the scene and ask the child playing Mary a few “feeling” questions. Why were you crying? How did you feel when you first saw Jesus? How did you feel when Jesus started crying with you? How did you feel when Lazarus came out of the tomb? Etc. repeat with other children as other characters in the story.

Finish the lesson by encouraging make believe stories about what the sisters and brother did after Jesus left Bethany.

If you have extra time…
Recreate the scene with modern clothes and modern language.

Practice the memory verse.

Read into John, Chapter 12 to learn more about Mary’s response.

If time runs short…
Let children tell what they know about their assigned characters, and what they imagine about their thoughts and feelings, rather than conducting an interview. 

Be creative
Microphones, news anchor desks and other props can help create the feel of a newsroom.

Raising of Lazarus – Music

At a Glance
Children will use rhythm movements and instruments to interpret the story of Lazarus. 

Outcome Objectives
1. Children can connect the events of the story to emotions felt by the characters.
1. Children can sequence the events of the story.

Supplies Needed
Stomping – you will need something for students to stomp with that will make a pleasingly loud noise. See one suggestion below. If you are worried about floor damage, or if you have a carpeted space you will also need a few sheets of plywood to lay down and make some noise. 

Rhythm noisemakers. Suggestions include a rain stick, sandpaper blocks, drums, sticks, rattles, maracas, etc. If you have access to multicultural instruments, that would be a great addition to this lesson.

Tape or CD of African drum music. You can try www.putamayo.com if you can’t locate something locally. You can also search the internet and find free downloadable samples of African music. 

Picture or an actual masks from Africa. Check out the Smithsonian Museum on African Art at http://www.nmafa.si.edu/pubaccess/pages/divfrm.htm 

Optional: map of Africa. If your church or denomination supports missionaries in this region, this is a good time to bring some pictures and tie this in. [NOTE: The use of masks and rhythm instruments occurs in much of West Africa, but you can, focus pictures and music to one culture.]

Bibles or Bible storybooks

Paper easel, butcher paper or chalkboard/marker board.

Different colors of markers or chalk. 

Advance Preparation
Make stompers. One suggestion: drill or punch four holes in a short, empty can (such as tuna). Drill two holes about an inch apart. Drill the other two holes 180 degrees from the first holes. Lace very sturdy string or lacings through the holes. Students will put the cut side down, stand on the flat part, and tie the strings over their normal shoes. Alternatively, you could simply use masking tape to attach the can to their feet, but it will muffle some of the sound. 

Opening Activity
Talk to the children about the different ways we hear stories. Examples might be: listening/reading books, storyteller, plays, television or movies, through play, musical, opera or ballad. 

Explain that in many West African cultures, the masquerade is used to tell a story about their people. People put on a mask, and they stomp and dance to the music to tell an important story. People learn about the story from the music and movement. The masquerade might have been used to celebrate a harvest or before a hunt or battle. They might be used at a birth, naming ceremony, wedding or funeral. Explain that today’s story is going to be a sort of funeral dance 

 Show the pictures/art that you brought. Listen to a selection of the drum music and ask the children to think of what is happening. What story do you think they might be telling? What feelings do you hear in the drum beat? (are they happy, sad, angry?) Listen some more and ask the children to notice when a new instrument or new rhythm appears. 

Let the children try out the stompers and rhythm instruments.
Practice making different sounds with different instruments that express different emotions: sad, angry, impatient, worried, happy, etc. If time is with you, you can try mimicking some of the rhythms/instruments heard on the tape/CD. 

Main Lesson
Have children find John 11 in their Bibles. Read, paraphrase or review the story of Lazarus.

On the paper/board write headings for the different things taking place in the story. These might include: Lazarus falls ill, a messenger looks for Jesus, Jesus is teaching the disciples, Lazarus dies, Jesus reaches Bethany, Martha greets Jesus, Mary greets Jesus, Jesus weeps, the stone is moved, Jesus prays, Jesus shouts for Lazarus to come out, Lazarus comes out alive, wrapped in bandages.

Explain that the children are going to create layers of rhythm for each section of the story. Begin by explaining the base rhythm – Lazarus’ heartbeat. Get one or more stompers to put on the prepared tuna cans. Practice making the sound of a heart beat (in unison if there’s more than one). Ask them to slow it down and speed it up. 

Then ask all the students where in the story the heartbeat should be present. Place the words STOMP in a different color in all the scenes where Lazarus is still living. Ask the children where the stomping should be loud/soft, fast/slow and put those cues in the same color next to the word STOMP. 

Help the children fill in places where other instruments should be played. Ideas:
Pick and instrument to represent the other main people: Jesus, Mary, Martha. 
Pick instruments to represent feelings. For instance, a rain stick could be used to represent any time there is someone crying. 
Pick instruments to represent actions: for instance the stone being rolled away, or the bandages being removed.
For each instrument, fill in under your headings what will be played and the mood/volume/tempo. As much as possible, use a different color for each instrument. Practice with each instrument as you go.

[Note for pre-readers: Instead of unreadable words, write each child’s name in a different color when they are to play their instrument, or use colored circles and squares to represent the different instruments. The children can “read” these cues.]

Application
Put your story together. 

First, run through each section of the story individually. Have the children make recommendations and changes. 

To put it all together, have the children face the paper/board. Either you or a shepherd will point to each scene and the children will follow by using the instruments marked on the paper/board. An option is to read aloud each heading, read from a Bible storybook, or read from the scripture as the children make music. Just be sure if you do this that there is still someone pointing to each heading so that children can follow along. 

If time permits, children can change cans/instruments and run through the story again.

Closing
When you are done, put all instruments away and gather into a circle. This is a chance for children to be very, very quiet after an hour of great noise – particularly important if they will soon be asked to sit quietly in worship. Ask the children to sit with eyes closed and heads bowed and to think through the events of the story. After 30-90 seconds, ask them to keep their eyes closed and to go back in their minds to the one instant of the story that stands out for them. Imaging the look and the feelings of that moment. After another 30 seconds, Ask/discuss: What part of the story were you thinking about? What is important about that part of the story to you?

Journaling
Ask children to pick one person in the narrative and retell the story from their perspective.

To take home
You could send home a rainy day project page for rhythm instruments.

Adjustments for age levels and abilities
For younger children, keep the choices down. Keep the stomping for Lazarus and add instruments for each person. 

If you have extra time…
A great ending to a drama/dance rotation is always to have someone videotaping the performance and then giving the children a chance to view it either then in class, or later at a fellowship hour or next week’s opening. 

If time runs short…
Remember, teaching, not performance is the purpose here. If time runs short, practicing each section in sequence is more important than a final “performance.” 
 
Be creative
Expand on the multi-cultural/mission aspect of this lesson. For an all-church fellowship hour, have some breads or other foods from the culture you are representing. Use this as an opportunity to support your church’s missionaries by having the children arrange a special offering, or write letters to the people ministering overseas. 

Raising of Lazarus – Temple Courtyard

At a Glance
Children will play a game “Unwrap Lazarus” 

Outcome Objectives
1) Children remember story details about Lazarus
2) Children can sequence events of the Lazarus story.
3) Children can find the story of Lazarus in their Bibles.

Supplies Needed
Bibles
1 roll of toilet paper per team (2 or more students)
4 X 6 cards with letters A, B, C, D for each team
Construction paper, markers/crayons

Advance Preparation
Know the story well. Practice telling the story using the child friendly retelling or your own words. If you are going to read from the Bible, know where you are going to leave off and restart.

Opening Activity
Read the scripture passage together. You can use the felt board and characters the children learned in art to help with the story illustration.

Focus discussion: “Unbind him” (John 11:44) In what ways are people trapped or stuck? How does faith in Jesus set them free? 

Ask the children to think of examples of ways we are “bound by sin” as they wrap up one person on their team as Lazarus. There should not be any talking during this part except to name ways we are bound.

Main Lesson
Unwrap Lazarus Game (attached)

Life Application
Ask the children to close their eyes and think of one part of the Lazarus story that really stands out for them. Ask them to draw a picture of it, or describe the scene using their own words. When they are finished, ask them to think why this part of the story is important to them.

To take home
Print off an activity page from the Lazarus DVD workbook.

High Energy Alternative
Especially in later weeks, when less time is needed to retell the story, play this high energy game in a large space. “Out of the Tomb” is essentially freeze tag. Mark off a 4-5 ft. square with masking tape. This is the tomb. When “it” tags someone, they must go into the tomb until another child “Jesus” runs in, grabs a tagged child’s hand, and says “(child’s name) come out!” 

Unwrap Lazarus
Supplies:
1 roll of toilet paper per team
4X6 notecards with A, B, C, D written on them for each team

Focus discussion: “Unbind him” (John 11:44) In what ways are people trapped or stuck? How does faith in Jesus set them free?

Game directions
1) Give each team (of 2 or more children) a roll of toilet paper and have them completely wrap up their “Lazarus,” explaining as they do so that this was standard burial practice in the Middle East.
2) Ask questions. Each team will discuss among themselves whether the answer should be A, B, C, or D, and pick the appropriate card. They should take care not to let the other team see their answer. When you say “Lazarus, come out!” each team displays the answer they have chosen. Any team that is correct gets to unroll their Lazarus by 20 squares (or other amount predetermined by you).
3) The team that is most unwrapped wins.
4) Note you can go through the questions more than once if needed to unwrap everyone – this will aid memory, too. Try and work through the questions in order at least the first through, to help set story sequence.

Questions:
The story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead appears in which gospel?
A. Matthew
B. Mark
C. Luike
D. John

When Mary and Martha sent word to Jesus that Lazarus was ill, Jesus waited around two days before going. What was his reason?
A. He was tired
B. He never really liked Lazarus
C. This illness would show God’s glory
D. He was afraid that if he went so near Jerusalem, he would be killed.

What are the names of Lazarus’s sisters? (Pick all that apply)
A. Rebecca
B. Martha
C. Lydia
D. Mary

In what city did Lazarus and his sisters live?
A. Jerusalem
B. Bethlehem
C. Jericho
D. Bethany
The disciples warned Jesus against going to Lazarus. Why?
A. It was too near Jerusalem, where there were people who wanted Jesus dead.
B. They were afraid he would catch Lazarus’ disease.
C. Lazarus was already dead, what was the point of going to him now?
D. They thought Mary was not a very respectable woman.

How long after hearing of Lazarus’ illness did Jesus stay before finally going to Bethany?
A. He went immediately
B. He waited two days
C. He waited four days.
D. He waited a week.

Jesus said “I am the _________________ and the __________. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” 
A. I am the Messiah and the Christ.
B. I am the resurrection and the life.
C. I am the greatest and the Son of God.
D. I am the bread of life and the Christ.

Our memory verse, “I am the resurrection and the life…” comes from what verse of the Bible?
A. Luke 16:20
B. John 3:16
C. John 11:25
D. Matthew 5:5

Which other writer makes mention of Lazarus, although his story does not have anything in common with this story?
A. Matthew
B. Mark
C. Luke
D. Paul

Which disciple wanted to go with Jesus to Bethany, saying “Let us also go, that we may die with him.?”
A. Peter
B. Thomas
C. Judas
D. Matthew

When Jesus said, “Lazarus has fallen asleep,” what did the disciples think he meant?
A. That Lazarus had fallen asleep, literally.
B. That Lazarus was dead.
C. That Lazarus was no longer part of the church.
D. That Lazarus had fallen and could not get up.
Who greeted Jesus as he approached Bethany?
A. Caiaphas
B. Mary
C. Martha
D. Thomas

Where was Mary when Martha greeted Jesus?
A. Right there next to Martha.
B. Weeping next to Lazarus’ tomb.
C. In Galilee, looking for Jesus.
D. At home, crying.

What were Martha’s first words to Jesus?
A. ”Why didn’t you come sooner?”
B. “If I had sent for you sooner, my brother would be alive.”
C. ”Lord if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
D. Nothing, she only cried.

Martha said “I believe you are the _____.”
A. Messiah
B. Savior
C. Son of God
D. Both A and C

What were Mary’s first words to Jesus?
A. ”Why didn’t you come sooner?”
B. “If I had sent for you sooner, my brother would be alive.”
C. ”Lord if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
D. Nothing, she only cried.

Why were there people following Mary when she went to see Jesus?
A. They thought she was going to the tomb
B. They also were mourning Lazarus’ death.
C. They wanted to see this man Jesus they had heard so much about.
D. Both A and B.

What were Jesus’ first words to Mary?
A. Do not weep, Mary.
B. Where have you laid him?
C. Your brother is not dead, but sleeping.
D. He never said anything to Mary.
(Either B or D as the text is not clear. Jesus said “where have you laid him?” but the fact that the crowd answered him and not Mary makes it uncertain if he was talking to her or to the crowd that came with her.)

When did Jesus begin to weep?
A. When Martha met him on the road to Bethany
B. When he saw Mary weeping.
C. When he saw the crowd weeping
D. When they started leading him to the tomb.
Which of the following was something NOT said by the crowd of Jewish mourners who followed Mary:
A. Lord, come and see.
B. See how he loved him.
C. Could not he, who opened the eyes of the blind man, have kept this man from dying?
D. Truly, this man is the son of God.

What was the first thing Jesus did when he arrived at Lazarus’ tomb?
A. Said a prayer.
B. Asked someone to remove the stone.
C. Spoke to the crowd.
D. Told Lazarus to come out.

Why did Martha think that rolling the stone away was not such a good idea?
A. Lazarus was dead four days (and his body had begun to rot and stink.)
B. This was a sacred place and disturbing the tomb was disrespectful.
C. She didn’t want her brother to be raised from the dead.
D. She wanted to wait until some of the stronger men arrived.

After the stone was rolled away, what did Jesus say?
A. “Lazarus come out!”
B. A prayer to God.
C. Martha, didn’t I tell you you would see the glory of God?
D. Man, that’s one big rock!

What specifically did Jesus say to Lazarus?
A.	      Lazarus come out!
B. Lazarus, your sins are forgiven.
C. Lazarus, give us a sign from God!
D. He never spoke to Lazarus.

What parts of Lazarus body were covered with cloth?
A. His head only
B. His head and hands.
C. His head, hands, and feet.
D. His whole body, head to toe.

After Lazarus came out of the tomb, what did Jesus say?
A. Unbind him and let him go.
B. This man needs a bath.
C. My friend, welcome home!
D. I am the resurrection and the life.


Shepherd Notes

Weekly Responsibilities
Your role is to be nurture the group, by providing continuity from week to week. Remember that the teachers have different students every week and don’t get to know them all very well. That’s where you come in. Some suggestions include: 

· Greet children from your group as they arrive to opening time – try to remember specific things about each one of them, and ask them about their week.
· Take attendance (stamp passports if they are being used)
· Get complete information on any visitors and give that information to the church office for a mailing. Introduce visiting children (and their parents) to teachers, students, and other church members. 
· Make a note of any children who have missed more than one week and either send them a note yourself, or make a note for the church office to contact them. 

In addition you are responsible for:
· Keeping track of each student’s journal and placing journal pages in their journals. (If being used)
· Reminding teachers to leave time for journaling.
· Running errands, i.e. to get more glue or make extra copies.
· Discipline problems that involve a child leaving the classroom.
· Escorting children to and from the bathroom.

Specific Responsibilities this rotation
Creation Station -	
Fisherman’s.Net -	
Loaves and Fishes Café -	
Make a Joyful Noise - 
Mountaintop Movies -	
Moved by the Spirit -	
Temple Courtyard -	Help supervise the Lazarus game. Children are to unwrap 20 squares of toilet paper at a time.

