Creation – Genesis 1

Scripture

Genesis 1:1-2:3

Memory Verse

 “God saw everything that he had made, and indeed it was very good.”-- Genesis 1:31a
Biblical Background

The word “genesis” means “beginning.” The book opens with the beginning of creation and explains the early formation of the Hebrew people, who by the conclusion of the book have moved into Egypt with Joseph to escape a famine. 

Creationism and Science – You do not have to wait for Charles Darwin to find a source that contradicts how creation came to be. A serious reading of Genesis 2 gives you a totally different order of things. Genesis 2:4 claims that everything was made in one day, not six. There was land and water, but no vegetation. (2:5-6) The first thing God did was make a man (2:7).  God planted a garden (2:8-9, 15-17), made animals – land animals and birds (2:18-20) and finally woman (2:21-25).

Genesis 1
Genesis 2

Pre-existing waters
Pre-existing water, land

Light
God makes Ha’adam (“man”)

Waters below from waters above
Garden/Plants

Land separated from water, Plants
Land animals and birds

Sun, Moon and Stars
“Woman”

Sea Creatures and Birds

Land animals, humans


What conclusion can we draw from this? The story in Genesis 1 was never intended to be a scientific document. The concept of science did not begin to emerge until the late 18th century C.E., about 2500 years after we believe this was written down in its final form. Genesis 1, rather, is a declaration of faith, that God is at the center of all creation. There are faithful people who accept Darwinian science, believing that the genetic mutations that occur and cause “natural selection” over thousands of years, are actually a continuation of God’s creative hand at work. If we carefully read the Biblical texts and see the internal contradictions, the debate of science vs. creationism does not need to cause a schism between Christians, or becomes a litmus test for faithfulness.

If not intended to be a scientific document? What was the purpose of the Creation Story in Genesis 1? It is making faith claims. The text probably dates from the 6th century BCE, written for exiles to counter Babylonian theological claims.
 The Babylonians claimed, and the exiles believed, that since Babylon had defeated Israel, and destroyed the temple (where God lived), Israel’s God must be dead and Babylonia’s God must be supreme. The story of creation affirms not only that Yahweh can make and create, but that such things proceed simply from God’s speech. God said it, and it was so. Clearly God is powerful. That God was present in the beginning, and not a created being, adds to Yahweh’s authority. 

Goodness of Creation – A lot of attention is paid to the concepts of “original sin” which grows out of Genesis 3. But before sin there was goodness, what Matthew Fox refers to as “Original Blessing.” 

The Day of Rest – In ancient Israel, the Sabbath was reserved for prayer and family. Simple, essential chores –  such as watering and feeding animals – was permitted because not to do so would be cruel. Also, it was allowable to help in an emergency situation or to cook or prepare medicine for someone who was sick, but regular meals were prepared the day before, fires were banked and not stirred. All normal work was suspended between sundown Friday and sundown Saturday. The concept that the new day begins with sundown is mentioned in Genesis 1 as well. The idea that even God rests after a week of work clearly compels mere mortals to also observe the Sabbath. The Sabbath was seen not as a compulsion, or even a duty, but as a joyous gift, a celebration. 

Dominion – Humans are given “dominion” over the earth (1:28). Dominion is what a king might possess, and exactly what that entitles humans to do is the subject of some debate. Throughout the ages many people have used the word to mean “dominate.” Environmental theology in recent years has questioned this understanding. Even a king cannot absolutely dominate his kingdom. He has special privileges to be sure, but he also has responsibilities of providing for his subjects and protecting them. Because God has entrusted us with this good earth, we have special responsibilities. 


Scripture Summary
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What this story means to kids

Creative – How can we help children be more creative? In our day, children are “fed” a whole line up of activity – both in school and out of school. They are less able to entertain themselves and come up with imaginative ideas for creative play. Teachers should strive (and not just during this rotation!) to allow room for children to creatively explore the meaning behind the story. Open ended  questions and unstructured journal time should be included, even when the main lesson has a more structured right-wrong aspect.

Dominion – Frequently, children are acutely aware of environmental issues and it is something they care deeply about. Explore with them these issues in light of this text. What rights did God give us? What responsibilities?

Faith vs. Science debate – Younger children will not have been exposed to this, yet, but older children may have been. Teachers need to be in touch with their own beliefs and feelings, but also the beliefs of others. Read the materials in the Biblical Background and be prepared to answer questions if they come up.

Good – Goodness is the beginning of all created things. This teaches us that children (and adults!) are at their core “good” by definition of being one of God’s creations. Other behaviors will intrude, but what does it mean to look at every human being as a person created by God, and therefore, “good?” 

Sabbath, Day of Rest – Look at modern families and you will see people that don’t keep the Sabbath. Even families that have M-F jobs and are very regular in Sunday worship and Sunday School tend to use Sunday afternoons as a time to get things done. See what children think it would be like if they truly had a day of rest. What relationship is there between creativity and Sabbath? Are we more creative when we give ourselves “down time?”
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Creation (Genesis 1) -- (Creation Station) Art

At a Glance

Children will use the art murals on the walls of the classroom to locate the days of creation. They will make 3D globe of the world with stickers that remind them of the days of creation.
Outcome Objectives

1. Children will learn the pattern for remembering the days of creation.
2. Children will make a globe, which represents the days of creation.
3. Children will discuss what it means to be caretakers of the earth.

Materials List

Brad fasteners, glue, scissors


Stickers or mailing labels
Strips of blue paper with holes on each end
crayons and markers
Advance Preparation

Make a sample of the project, but return it to its flat position so that the children will be surprised when the globe is opened. 

Opening

Divide a piece of paper into six sections, two columns of three, and place the numbers 1-3 and 4-6 down each column, leaving room for drawing pictures.

Have the children look at the murals around the room. Invite them to locate the six days of creation (and the 7th day of rest). Have them point out the things that God made on each of the six days. Have volunteers draw the pictures in the correct squares. [Mural note: land animals should also be on day 6, not just people.]
Ask the children if they can see the pattern between days 1 & 4, 2 & 5, 3 & 6. Point out the pattern if they don’t see it. (See Bible Background Notes). When you think they understand, cover column 2 and see if they can fill in what happened on days 4-6 using days 1-3 as prompts. Then reverse by covering days 1-3 and using days 4-6 as prompts.

Main Activity

Turn the paper with the days of creation so it is hidden. Ask children not to peek at mural.

Explain that we will be making a creation project, that will help us remember the six days of creation. 

Pass out mailing labels to each student. 

Ask: What did God create on day 1? 

If they cannot remember, give them hints, such as “it starts with an L” or “rhymes with sight” Don’t look unless absolutely necessary.

Draw a picture that represents Day 1 on one of the labels. Place it on the first strip of blue paper.

Continue in a similar way through all the other days of creation.

When they have finished, assemble the days of creation with the brads. This is another chance to review the order of the days of creation so put your papers together as a group.

Show the children how to twist the strips of paper to make a globe. Securing an eighth strip around the circumference (equator) will keep the globe open. If they would rather close it up again, omit this step.
Closing

Close by reading Genesis 1:26. NRSV says people have “dominion.” Other translations may use other words. What does that mean? Who did God leave in charge of taking care of the earth? When you think about endangered animals, or global warming, do you think people are doing a good job? Do you think God is pleased with the way we treat creation?

Journaling

Ask children to write or draw and answer to this question: What does it mean that God gave humans dominion over creation?

To Take Home

“Take a walk” worksheet.

Adjustments for age levels and abilities

Use stickers of animals, fish, etc. for the days of creation where that is appropriate.
If you have extra time…

Help children think of creative ways they can be responsible caretakers of the earth. They will do this in more detail in Mountaintop Movies. This discussion would serve as an introduction to the topic, or a reinforcement of things already learned. 

If time is short…

Children can complete the project assembly at home
Be creative…

You can add cut out continents to the strips to make a clearer picture of the globe.

Take A Walk

Parents, 

Take a walk outside with your child this week. Using the creation story in Genesis 1 as a guide, see if you can find something that was created on each of the six days of creation. Draw a picture of it below, and return it next week to class.


Creation (Genesis 1) -- Fisherman’s Net (Computers)

Option #1

At a Glance

Children will create a page for one of the six days of creation using KidPix3

Outcome Objectives

1. Children will type in a summary of their day of creation.

2. Children will visualize what that day of creation might look like.

3. Children will listen to the computers read a summary of the six days of creation.

Program Notes

In addition to the pictures on screen, additional files can be pulled down by clicking the mouse in the top margin. Included are photographs of nature and waves crashing in on the shore.

Opening

Before class, number the computers 1-6. 

With children facing you in a circle, pass out 6 note cards with the following scripture breakdown on them. If there are more than six children, pair children up. If you have less than six children, teacher or shepherd simply type in text to fill in the gap. 

Day 1 Genesis 1:1-5

Day 2 Genesis 1:6-8

Day 3 Genesis 1:9-13

Day 4 Genesis 1:14-19

Day 5 Genesis 1:20-23

Day 6 Genesis 1:24-31

Have children look up their passage in scripture and make notes on their card as to what happened that day. Go around and in order discuss what happened on day 1, 2 etc. 

What does God say at the end of every day’s work? (God saw that it was good) 

What else appears at the end of each section? (Morning came, and evening came, and that was the __ day.)

Have children add those phrases to their card if they weren’t already on it.

Main Activity

Children are to create a page in Kid Pix 3 for their verse. They are to include the following:

Background color, picture, or movie

Stamp images, if appropriate

Text summary (also choose Big Bert, Sarah, or Vicki’s voice to read it)

Background music

Try to have this part of the activity completed by 9:40 so that you will have time to share your creations.


Closing

Turn volume on all speakers way up. One at a time, have children play their day of creation in order. End by reading Genesis 2:1-3 together. 

What did you learn about the creation story today?

Which day was the hardest to illustrate? The easiest?

If you had drawn day 7, what do you think you might have done?

Print out an original copy for each student. Have the shepherd make a copy of all pages on the copier for each child to take home. Include page 7 (attached) 

Work on Cal and Marty’s Scripture Memory Game, selecting Genesis 1 memory verse from year 1 verse set. 

Journaling

A copy of the child’s page should serve as the journal entry for the day. 

To Take Home

Memory verse work.

Seven page booklet of everyone’s creation.

Adjustments for age levels and abilities

Younger children will have problems writing text. Try one of these options:

· Try and teacher younger grades in later weeks of the rotation. Before class, pull up the text that some of the older children wrote (making corrections if needed) and copy onto a blank page for the children.

· Have a few extra adults (good typists) to type in text for the children.

· Focus on illustrations and sound effects only, and when you share your pages, simply read from the Bible. 

Older children can make an entire slide show, one slide for each day of creation, although they will have to work fast. Have a child who is mature and/or works quickly do day 6, which has quite a lot of material to cover.

If time is short…

Make sure text is typed first, or near to first, so that the children have something to share when you call time. Frequently tell children how much time they have left so that they don’t come up short.

If you have extra time…

Illustrate the last page of the booklets, day 7. What did creation look like when it was complete. What would things look like with God resting? Do we rest every seventh day?

Be creative…

Make up a page for Day 7 yourself, and play that to complete the program.


Memory Verse Work

Parents,

Our memory verse this rotation is Genesis 1:31a “God saw everything that he had made, and indeed it was very good.”

Please work with your children this coming week to help them memorize this text.

You may also assist their work in memorizing on what happened on each of the six days of creation.






Blessings to you and your family

Memory Verse Work

Parents,

Our memory verse this rotation is Genesis 1:31a “God saw everything that he had made, and indeed it was very good.”

Please work with your children this coming week to help them memorize this text.

You may also assist their work in memorizing on what happened on each of the six days of creation.






Blessings to you and your family

Creation (Genesis 1) – Fisherman’s.Net (Computers)
Option #2
At a Glance

Children will use Awesome Bible Stories Vol. 1 to learn about the creation story found in Genesis 1. There is an optional use for Kid Pix 3.

Outcome Objectives

1) Children improve their ability to sequence the days of creation.

2) Children can remember that God called the creation GOOD.

Software Summary

(taken from www.sundaysoftware.com)

Awesome Bible Stories

The Creation Story  - Genesis 1

Menu Choices:
Play the Story   
Play the Days (game)
Creation Power Poem
Creation Quiz

Students see & hear the story, understand its strange and powerful vocabulary, and express the meaning of the story by using its newly learned words and concepts in an interactive poem. Truly, Genesis 1 has some of the most amazing words and majestic phrases in all of scripture. Our notes explain these ideas to children so that they understand the power and majesty and goodness of God these words convey, --without getting sidetracked into an un-child-friendly discussion about “when and how” Creation came about.  

( In Version 2.0 you can jump into any of the days simply by clicking Day Menu. In version 1.0 you cannot jump ahead in the story.

Narrated study notes appear after each Day of Creation. For younger students, pre-select the ones you want them to hear. Older students will have time to learn them all. The Creation Quiz reinforces central concepts and order. Creation Power Poem asks the students to identify what they think are the key words of the story –and creatively recombine them into their own Creation poem. Encourage them to create several possible poems. Stop, listen and discuss each. There’s a set of “suggested uses” for the Power Poem that pops up when you first use it. The Days of Creation puzzle page is for fun –but learning the structure of the days will help them organize and remember content and meaning. 

It’s easy to forget how important Genesis 1 is to our understanding of God and our world. Try and imagine a negative creation story. Have your students come up with one if you have time. Compare it to the story we believe in. How would we worship God if we believed God didn’t take care in creating the world? How would we treat the world differently if we didn’t know that God had made it?
Supplies Needed

Bibles

Days of creation sheet (attached)


One side is to draw or describe days of creation


One sided is for study notes from the computer program

Pens, markers, etc. 

Awesome Bible Stories Vol. 1 – 1 CD per computer

Kid Pix 3 (installed) for journaling

Advance Preparation

Read the Bible background notes. 

Know the program well.

Be aware of any differences between the Bible background notes and this program. 

Decide which study notes for the days of creation you will use and which you will skip. Write the study notes that you want the children to look at on a large piece of the paper from the easel and tape it to the board where everyone can see it.

Opening Activity

Ask the children what they can tell you about the creation story in Genesis 1. Write their answers on the paper easel. Can they tell you what was created on each day?

Help the children find the creation story in their Bibles and read Genesis 1:1-4. Encourage them to use their Bibles and refer back to them if they have any questions.

Handout the Days of Creation sheet with instructions that they are to fill it in as they go.

If they are only looking at some of the study notes, have them indicate that on their paper.

Main Lesson

Start Awesome Bible Stories and choose the first story, Creation.

Pick Play the Story.

Listen to the story and fill in the drawings/description and/or study notes as they go.

Discuss the study notes that you chose.

Click “Play the Days” option to practice putting the days in the correct order.

Life Application

Choose the “Creation Poem” option. Ask the children to each write a poem about creation using the words and phrases they think are most important. Share these as a group.

Choose the “Creation Quiz” option (older, or younger with helper). 

Journaling

If you have extra time, ask children to create their favorite day of creation using Kid Pix 3. They can add sounds and moving animation. They can also add text from the Bible, or paraphrased, which can be read aloud using one of the available voices.


DAYS OF CREATION

Describe or draw a picture of what happens each day.


DAY 1
DAY 4


DAY 2
DAY 5


DAY 3
DAY 6

DAY 7

What word does God use to describe creation each day? __________________________


Creation (Genesis 1) -- Fisherman’s Net (Computers)

Option #3

Not a complete lesson. This can be done in conjunction with the Temple Courtyard lesson, or as part of computer lesson options 1 or 2 if there is internet access.

Use Google or another search engine to locate websites that help kids find things they can do to help the planet. (These links change constantly, so none is listed here.) Allow kids to explore these options in pairs.

Discuss what they found as a group and come up with a group action plan. This could fold into recycling or dishwashing (reduce waste) programs at the church, or could fold into Youth Mission Week plans or projects.


Creation (Genesis 1) -- Loaves and Fishes Café (Cooking)

At a Glance

Children will decorate a pre-cooked and cooled cake with things that remind them of the days of creation.

Outcome Objectives

1. Children will commit the events of each day of creation to memory.

2. Children will connect visually the events of creation.

3. Children will experience the “day of rest” by sharing and enjoying the cake.

Ingredients and Supplies

Pre-cook a two-layer chocolate cake and stack the layers. Chocolate works best because it is dark and will contrast against the white frosting. (let there be light) The layer cake is needed because the waters above and the waters below need to be seen along the sides.

Day 1-
White frosting, “let there be light.” Enough to completely cover the cake.

Day 2-
Blue frosting in a decorator bag and tip. “waters above from the waters below”. Decorate around the bottom and top edge of the cake. Make bottom edge look like waves.

Day 3-Green coconut or decorator sugar “dry land appears.” Sprinkle on top of cake.

Day 4-Larger and smaller yellow lollipops for Sun & moon

Day 5-Goldfish crackers or Swedish fish along bottom blue frosting (sea creatures); flattened gum drops, cut to look like “V” (flying bird) placed in top blue frosting.

Day 6- Animal crackers (animals) and gingerbread people, or teddy grahams (people) stuck in the green land.

Milk or Juice

Cups, plates, forks, plastic wrap

Opening

Unless this is the first week, ask children to recall what happened on the six days of creation and fill them in a 2 column by 3 row grid. Use your Bibles to fill in any details. Remember that a lot of things were created on day 6 – plants, land animals, and people.

Main Activity

Decorate the cake day by day using the ingredients mentioned above and the explanation of what each ingredient represents. 

Closing

What happened on the seventh day? Read Genesis 2:1-3 together. 

Why do you think God rested?

Do you rest every seventh day? Why or why not?

What types of things do you think would be considered resting?

What types of things are just a different type of busy?

Explain what the day of rest meant in ancient Israel and compare that to modern Saturdays or Sundays.

Say that to celebrate our “Sabbath” time of rest, we are going to enjoy this delicious cake. Cut cake into slices for each child, and if it looks like there is enough, wrap up extra to take home.

Journaling

Which day of creation do you like best? Why?

To Take Home

A Day of Rest

Extra cake

Adjustments for age levels and abilities

For younger children, instead of writing words as you review the story, use pictures.

If you have extra time…

Have children identify each of the ingredients on the cake and what they represent BEFORE you eat it.

If time runs short…

Give larger pieces of cake to take home, with instructions to eat it during a quiet place and time to remember the 7th day Sabbath.

Be creative…

If you can think of other ingredients that would do a better job of explaining each day’s creation, feel free to use them.


A Day of Rest

Parents,

This rotation, your child is learning about Creation. One of our learnings today is that after God had created all things, God rested on the seventh day. For that reason, the Hebrew people also worked hard for seven days, but considered the Sabbath day a day of complete rest.

Our question to families is “when is your day of rest?” In the busyness of modern life, with work, school, and activities, it can become very difficult to slow down and stop everything for one 24 hour period. And yet, it is very important – not only as a matter of faith, but also for our physical and emotional well being. 

The questions below are intended for you and your child to work on together. Be honest with yourselves, and promise together to make one needed change.







Blessings to you and your family.

What is your “day of rest”/day off?  _______________________________

How many chores and errands did you run on your last “day of rest?” ______________ How many hours of activities did you attend? _____________

When was the last time you took an entire 24 hours without doing anything – no work, school, housework, errands, activities, etc.? ____________________________________

In a given month, how often do you dedicate one day a week entirely for the purpose of “Sabbath” (worship, prayer, quiet family togetherness – with no “running around”)? __________________________

How would your life be different if you took the Sabbath more seriously? ____________

List below one or two changes you will make every week this month to incorporate a day of rest into your life. Post this sheet where you will see it, and at the end of the month, sit down together and see how you did, how you feel.


Creation (Genesis 1) – Mountaintop Movies
At a Glance

Children will watch “The Lorax,” a Dr. Seuss, animated, video about a people whose poor stewardship of the earth results in the near extinction of a species, and a young boy who has the responsibility to save it.

Outcome Objectives

1. Children will be able to define stewardship, particularly as it applies to the stewardship of the earth given us by God in Genesis 1.

2. Children will watch and reflect on the movie “The Lorax” and the environmental issues it raises.

3. Children will determine a project that they can do as a group, which will have a positive impact on the environment. 

Supplies Needed

Popcorn & supplies

“The Lorax” VHS, 30 minutes

“50 Simple Things Kids Can Do to Save the Earth” book, 160 pp. 

Advance Preparation

Pop popcorn and have it bagged for the children as they arrive.

Preview “The Lorax” and determine where you would like to stop the video. 

Summarize one or two projects from “50 Simple Things Kids Can Do to Save the Earth” for closing discussion.

Opening Activity

What does it mean to be a Steward? (look up the definition in a dictionary, if needed. A person is given a responsibility to care for someone or something)

What responsibilities do you have to care for something, or someone? (a pet, keep room clean, various household or classroom chores, watch out for a younger sibling, etc.) So you are stewards of ____.

What responsibilities does God give you to take care of someone or something?

Read Genesis 1:26-31 

According to this passage, who does it sound like God put in charge of creation? (people) What are our responsibilities?

How can we show that we are good stewards of the earth? (plant trees, conserve water and energy, protect the air from harmful chemicals, “reduce, reuse, recycle,” etc. )

Main Lesson

Below are some questions for discussion. Because this is a fairly long movie, you may want to stop the movie at key points and ask the questions rather than waiting for the end. 

-Who did/didn't you like? Why?
-Why was he called the "Onceler"?
-Was "biggering" better for everyone?
-What do we have like the Truffula trees?
-What are "gluppity glup" and "schloppity schlopp"? Do we have these?
-Do we have creatures like the Barbaloots that need trees?
-What do we need trees for?
-What do Truffula trees need? What do our trees need?
-How can the boy in the end be a good steward to the earth? 

Life Application

Brainstorm with the children things that they could do to make the earth a better place. Try and get them to be as specific as possible (for instance, get up early so I have time to walk to school, rather than always asking mom to drive me.)

Show the children the book, and pass out a summary page from “50 Things Kids can do to Change the Planet” with a project idea you think might be reasonable for this group to tackle. Invite them to brainstorm what they might do. Make a plan together. If they are going to Temple Courtyard next week, they will have a chance to follow up on their idea and make more specific plans. Say a prayer thanking God for making us stewards of creation and asking for help and guidance.

Journaling

How I can be a steward of God’s creation. (No handout, use blank pages)

To take home

Stewards of Creation.

Also, make sure to give the ecology idea generated in this session to the Temple Courtyard leader, so s/he can follow up during that rotation. Let a pastor know what the children are thinking of, so that there can be follow up.

Adjustments for age levels and abilities

Younger children won’t be able to read the “50 Things” page. Don’t worry about making copies for them

If you have extra time…

Go into a more detailed discussion of ways the children can practice stewardship of the earth.

If time runs short…

Genesis 1:26 is the core Bible text and it can be summarized if class is starting late. Try and be into your movie within 10 minutes (6:25pm)

Be creative

Contact some of the organizations suggested in the 50 Things book and see if there are additional resources. 

Stewards of Creation

Parents,

Today we learned that the entire creation, which God made in six days, was entrusted to human beings for their care. We began a discussion today about things children can do to save the planet – a discussion that for most will be continued next week.

Work with your child to see if they can think of other things you and they can do – plant a tree, recycle, pick up trash in a nearby park, walk instead of driving everywhere. Setting and working on goals together is a great parent-child exercise and will deepen their understanding of the scripture in Genesis 1:26-31.







Blessings to you and your family!

Stewards of Creation

Parents,

Today we learned that the entire creation, which God made in six days, was entrusted to human beings for their care. We began a discussion today about things children can do to save the planet – a discussion that for most will be continued next week.

Work with your child to see if they can think of other things you and they can do – plant a tree, recycle, pick up trash in a nearby park, walk instead of driving everywhere. Setting and working on goals together is a great parent-child exercise and will deepen their understanding of the scripture in Genesis 1:26-31.







Blessings to you and your family!


 Creation (Genesis 1) -- Moved by the Spirit (Drama)

At a Glance

Children will create a liturgical dance (BUT DON’T CALL IT THAT!!) for the days of creation. 

Outcome Objectives

1. Children will connect the words of the creation story to the feeling of music and movement.

2. Children will prepare a presentation that can be used in worship in October.

Preparation

Holst’s Creation and CD/tape player or other appropriate music selection

Body Socks in multiple colors

Summarized text of creation, or Children’s Bible version

Try and borrow a video recorder with playback feature to allow children to see themselves in motion. If that is not possible, use the church’s digital camera. Get an extra adult volunteer to take pictures, or have your shepherd do it.

Opening

Pass out body socks and give children a chance to stretch them to make different shapes. 

Stand in a circle so that children can see each other as you try these exercises.

1. Pull fabric tight in front of face so you can see.

2. Feet spread apart, arms over head to make a giant X or square.

3. Feet together, arms overhead to make a pole.

4. Elbows out to side.

5. One foot forward, one back, arms at side.

6. Crouched and tucked into a ball.

7. How can you make your head visible, invisible.

Have them think of other shapes they could make.

Main Activity

Get out of body socks and discuss which colors and movements should be used for each day of creation. What shapes would the different elements of creation need?

Play music to help children here the tempo.

Make a general plan of what you would like to do.

Run through once, reading text with appropriate pauses for movement and music.

If possible, video tape the first run through, otherwise use digital camera taking 1 picture for each day. Sit watch, and reflect.

Run through a second time.

Closing

How did it feel to act out the creation story this way?

What did you learn about the story this day, that you hadn’t learned before?

Ask children if they are interested in presenting this drama to the congregation in several weeks. If so, make plans for one or two extra rehearsals before service. 

Journaling

If you were to go back to the first six days of creation, what would you see?

To Take Home

Dates for performing in worship, if applicable.

Adjustments for age levels and abilities

There are super large, and smaller body socks for different sized kids, but all stretch. 

If you have extra time…

Explore the question: If God had taken one more day to create the world, what else might God have made?

If time runs short…

Summarize even more during the second run through.

Be creative…

What movements would you use? Jump in a body sock and join the children!


Creation (Genesis 1) – Temple Courtyard
At a Glance

Children will divide their time between games that will help them remember in what order things were created according to Genesis 1, and a group project that will focus on being good stewards of the earth (which in most cases was begun last week in Mountaintop Movies)

Outcome Objectives

1. Children will recall the events of the six days of creation.

2. Children will understand the concept of being a steward of the earth.

3. Children will collectively think of one change they can make as a group and make a concrete plan for carrying it out.

Supplies Needed

Notecards

“50 Simple Things Kids Can Do to Save the Earth” (Alternatively, download resources from  the internet. http://pbskids.org/zoom/activities/action/way04.html is one source)

Posterboard, markers, etc.

Advance Preparation

Label 8 notecards with the numbers 1-7 and “in the beginning”

Label the other notecards with the following words and phrases (you can add others): water, wind, confusion, darkness, light, waters above and waters below, sky, ocean, rivers, clouds, dry land, flowers, trees, grass, sun, moon, stars, planets, birds, mosquitoes, fish, dolphins, Beluga whales, sea weed, ostrich, penguins, sparrows, robins, dinosaurs, lions, dogs, horses, cockroaches, gerbils, people, nothing, the Sabbath Day. SHUFFLE WELL!!

Find out from the leader of “Mountaintop Movies” what this group began discussing last week as an ecology project and do any research, or obtain any supplies, needed to help them organize their action for “life application.”

Opening Activity

If this is the first week, you will have to take time to read through the days of creation and make a chart on paper easels as per Bible Background notes (above). If this is week 2-3, summarize the story. If it is week 4 or later, assume that the information is pretty well known, unless your shepherd tells you there are a lot of new faces.

Lay out the cards “in the beginning” and 1-7 in a line or in a circle for an action game for everyone together. 

You will not need these cards for the sit-down game.

Children take turns drawing a card from the deck.

For action game: everyone rushes to the day they think it was made (or if it was there in the beginning). Give them the correct answer, then have the next child draw the next card. (If most get the answer right, lay the card aside; if most get it wrong, return it to the deck.) Don’t keep score. 

For sit-down game: Work in teams. Have one person pick a card and decide which day the item was created. If they are right, assign them zero points. If they are wrong, their team gets one point for every day that they are off. Put the card aside, or return it to the deck. The team with the lowest score after a pre-determined number of rounds wins. 

NOTE: There are some potentially arguable points. Were mosquitoes created with the other flying things on day 5 or all other animals on day 6? Was seaweed made with the plants on day 3 even though it’s in the water? How about penguins and ostriches? They are birds (day 5) but they walk on land (day 6). Whales and dolphins are mammals, not fish, but live in the water: which day do they belong to?. Planets look like stars in the night sky, but are very different – where are they mentioned? Are they excluded because they’re not part of the “earth?” – but neither are stars! By water above (day 2) does God mean sky? Clouds? Or would sky and clouds fall under day 4 when the sun, moon, and stars are put in place? Allow children to discuss and look up in their Bibles. Be prepared for older children bringing up science-biology issues (see Bible Background and Teaching this Story to Kids) but don’t let the discussion get bogged down in this.

Main Lesson

Read Genesis 1:26-31 together. 

The Bible uses the word “dominion” – what does this mean? (use dictionary if needed)

Does that mean that God wants people to do whatever they want with creation? If we have dominion over the animals, is it okay that we kill off all the rhinoceros or pandas? Why not?

Explain that someone who is put in charge of something is called a “steward.” A steward has rights, but they also have responsibilities. If your mom or dad made you responsible for a pet guinea pig, what could you do that other people couldn’t do? (hold, pet, play with, name it, etc.) What would you be responsible for doing that you might not like sometimes? (feed, change cage, etc.)

When it comes to God’s creation we are stewards. What rights do we have over creation? What responsibilities? What happens if we ignore our responsibilities.

Life Application

Continue the discussion begun last week in Mountaintop Movies, if applicable. Move beyond talking. Make an ACTION PLAN for what this group of kids can do to make the change they decided on. Work with them to get as detailed as possible, making handouts or a poster to explain their project and the reasons for it. Advocate with the pastors or the church to enable them to carry out their mission.

Journaling

How I can change the planet. (No handout, use blank paper)

To take home

Creation games

Adjustments for age levels and abilities

The non-competitive action game generally works better for younger students with the sit-down game working for older kids – but base it upon your shepherd’s knowledge of the children and their ability to sit quietly. 

If you have extra time…

Play another round of the opening game, switching from sit-down to action, or vice versa.

If time runs short…

It is more important to articulate a plan than to make it all pretty on poster board. If it looks like time will be short, focus on YOU writing the plan on the paper easel rather than the kids making posters and/or flyers.

Be creative

Besides poster board and markers, bring in other creative supplies from the art room to complete the posters.


Shepherd Notes

Weekly Responsibilities

Your role is to be nurture the group, by providing continuity from week to week. Remember that the teachers have different students every week and don’t get to know them all very well. That’s where you come in. Some suggestions include: 

· Greet children from your group as they arrive to opening time – try to remember specific things about each one of them, and ask them about their week.

· Take attendance (stamp passports if they are being used)

· Get complete information on any visitors and give that information to the church office for a mailing. Introduce visiting children (and their parents) to teachers, students, and other church members. 

· Make a note of any children who have missed more than one week and either send them a note yourself, or make a note for the church office to contact them. 
In addition you are responsible for:

· Keeping track of each student’s journal and placing journal pages in their journals. (If being used)

· Reminding teachers to leave time for journaling.

· Running errands, i.e. to get more glue or make extra copies.

· Discipline problems that involve a child leaving the classroom.

· Escorting children to and from the bathroom.
Specific Responsibilities this rotation

Creation Station -
Younger students will need help placing their stickers.
Fisherman’s.Net -
Sit between two computers and help those two stations with problems.
Loaves and Fishes Café -
Because we will not be heating the item after it is touched by the children, keep a close look out for fingers going into mouths and make children rewash hands if needed. 
Mountaintop Movies -
Help distribute popcorn. Keep note of the service project discussed for use in other rotations.
Moved by the Spirit -
this is a high energy activity. Make sure nobody falls off the stage while in their body sox. Help to calm down anyone who gets over-excited.
Temple Courtyard -
Help lead discussion of service project idea with the teacher (based on Mountaintop Movies lesson)
� It is not the purpose of this paper to go into detail about the identity of the man and woman. Phyllis Trible in “God and the Rhetoric of Sexuality”, makes the argument that the word translated “man” is ha-adam (the “adam”) which correlates to the word adamah – “earth.” Thus this creature could be called the “earth creature” at this point in the story. Only after the rib is removed and a second figure formed are the Hebrew words for “man” (ish) and “woman” (ishah) used. Trible’s conclusion is that the first human was sort of an androgynous being, neither male nor female. The male and female forms both come from this original (adam) body. The fact that they were once one body is the reason that in 2:24 they cling to one another to become one flesh, for that is how they began. The woman is given the name “Eve” in 3:20 which means “life.” “Adam” is not a proper name, but rather should be read as a general noun, especially when preceded by the article “the” as it is until Genesis 5.


� “Genesis. Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for teaching and preaching” by Walter Brueggemann. (John Knox Press, Atlanta, 1982) p. 24-5.





