The Empty Tomb
Scripture

Matthew 28:1-10  Mark 16:1-8  Luke 24:1-12  John 20:1-10

Memory Verse

“Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.” – Luke 24:5

Bible Background

For this rotation, we are going to focus on they synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke). John’s resurrection story contains a lot of additional story, which are explored in other rotations. 

Because this story is so familiar to most teachers, it is difficult to see it with fresh eyes. One way to do this is to read the gospel accounts side by side and make a list of similarities and differences. For instance: Who arrives first at the tomb? 

· Matthew says Mary Magdalene and the other Mary.

· Mark says Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome

· Luke says Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James.

· John says Mary Magdalene arrived alone.

What can we infer from this? That Mary Magdalene is a key person in the resurrection story. That it was the female followers of Jesus, who had stayed by the cross, who were the first witnesses to the resurrection. In comparing the stories, we can see oral tradition at work. The story was handed from person to person for many years. By the time it came to be written down, details of the story had changed. 

Teaching this Story to Kids

Older children will find the comparison of the gospel accounts interesting. Younger children can stick to one gospel. In teaching to children it is important to remember that their church experience often includes Palm Sunday and Easter, but excludes the events of Holy Week. To truly understand the resurrection story, they need to know that Jesus died and was buried, so this is included in this curriculum

Lesson Summary

Fisherman’s.Net -
Children will look at the story of the resurrection using Life of Christ. Then they will practice their memory verse using Cal and Marty’s Scripture Memory Game
Loaves and Fishes Café –
Children will make crescent rolls with a marshmallow baked inside. When the rolls are baked, the marshmallow should bake into the roll leaving a hollow, empty tomb.
Mountaintop Movies -
Children will watch the NEST video “He is Risen”
Moved by the Spirit -
Children will dance the resurrection story.
Temple Courtyard -
Children will listen to the Easter story while seated in the empty tomb. 
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The Empty Tomb – Creation Station
At a Glance

No lesson planned this rotation.
Outcome Objectives

Supplies Needed

Advance Preparation

Opening Activity

Main Lesson

Life Application

Journaling

To take home

Adjustments for age levels and abilities

If you have extra time…

If time runs short…

Be creative


The Empty Tomb – Fisherman’s.Net
At a Glance

Children will warm up rotating between three programs. Then all children will use the Life of Christ CD.

Outcome Objectives

1) Children know the story of the resurrection and can apply that knowledge in a series of games.

2) Children can locate the resurrection story in all six gospels.

Software Summary

Life of Christ – All children will listen to lesson #34 (Found in orange crate under “Jesus is Alive Forever) and take a six question quiz of which they must get 5 questions correct. 

Cal and Marty – Children pick out the memory verse or another verse which is then scrambled and placed in the correct order. Three content questions follow the scrambling. Playing each verse more than once helps with memorization.

Crossword and Word Search – Uses clues and vocabulary from the story. 

Supplies Needed

Paper and cartridges for printouts

Advance Preparation

KNOW THE PROGRAMS!! This is a fast paced computer lesson!

Make copies of the resurrection bookmarks for each child.

Opening Activity

WARM UP (15-20 minutes)

Have Cal and Marty set up at computers 1 and 4 (installed on all computers)

Have Bible Crossword set up at computers 2 and 5 (only on these two computers)

Have Bible Wordsearch set up at computers 3 and 6 (only on these two computers)

Place instructions by each computer

As children come in, let them find a computer and begin playing the activity at that computer. Inform them that when you ring the bell (about 5 minutes) that is their clue to leave the program so the next user can use it. Then everyone rotates clockwise one computer. After three rotations, all children will have seen all three programs. Don’t worry if you haven’t finished, just keep rotating. At then end of three rotations, call time and begin the main lesson.

Main Lesson

Have children insert their Life of Christ CD. They should sign on as an established explorer using “Church” for the user names. Go to the orange crate and find lesson #34. Instruct them that they must take the quiz at the end. If they miss more than one question, they will listen to the slide show again and take the quiz again. 

Life Application

Give children the four resurrection book marks. Help them to find the passages for each resurrection story on their bookmarks. 

Adjustments for age levels and abilities

You can use Play and Learn for stations with the younger children.

If you have extra time…

Everyone can return to Cal and Marty and pick an additional memory verse in the set, or try to improve their score on the one already done.


Note: This lesson borrows heavily from the lesson plan by Kirk of Kildare as posted at www.rotation.org 

The Empty Tomb – Loaves and Fishes Cafe
At a Glance

Children will bake crescent rolls with a marshmallow inside as a metaphor for the resurrection. When the rolls are finished the marshmallow has disappeared. 

Outcome Objectives

1) Children understand the word “resurrection.”

2) Children can identify feelings of the women before and after finding Jesus raised.

3) Children can remember key elements of the story: Jesus in the tomb, the women came to anoint his body; his body was not there but was risen.

Supplies Needed

- Cresent roll dough (1 per child)

- SMALL marshmallows (1 per child)

- Ungreased cookie sheets

- Spatula and oven mitts

- Oven for baking

- Tape or CD recording of hymns

- Tape or CD player

- Hymnals

Advance Preparation

Locate or have prepared a tape or CD featuring the hymns “As I Survey the Wondrous Cross” and “Christ the Lord is Risen Today.”

It is highly recommended that you try this recipe ahead of time to reach the desired effect  of the marshmallow disappearing –not oozing over the side.

You will be starting your lesson in another room and processing to the kitchen. Decide which room you will begin in. (It might change from week to week depending on what other groups are doing.)

Opening Activity

Set the mood for how the woman would have felt on the way to the tomb.

Begin the lesson in another room. You could begin someplace somber and dark such as the furnace room, or simply in another room of the church.

Read Mark 15:33-47

How were the women feeling as Jesus’ body was put into the tomb?

Sing verse 1 of “As I Survey the Wondrous Cross”

How does that hymn make you feel?

Do you know what day we sing that hymn in church? (Good Friday) Ask the children if they have ever been to a Good Friday service. What do you remember from that service.

Have the children march solemnly to the kitchen as if they were the women going to prepare Jesus’ body. 

Main Lesson

Procedure

· Place the marshmallow at the wide base of the triangularly cut dough.

· Fold up the corners at the base of the dough around the marshmallow, and then loosely roll the dough until the marshmallow is “sealed” inside.

· Place the roll on an ungreased, non-stick cookie sheet

· Bake the rolls at 375 degrees for 11-13 minutes.

Note:

If a large marshmallow, or more than one small marshmallow, is used then the marshmallow will likely ooze out the side of the roll during baking. This doesn’t leave the desired effect of having the marshmallow ‘disappear’.

Life Application

Read Mark 16:1-8 as the rolls bake and cool. 

Break open a roll. Where is the marshmallow?

How does this recipe remind you of the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection?

Bring out CD player and sing “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” singing the first verse together. When you are finished ask the children if they know when we sing this hymn (Easter Sunday, usually the first hymn). How does this hymn make you feel?

If time permits, invite the children to write a new verse for this hymn, or write one collectively, that tells what you have learned about the resurrection.


Resurrection Cookies

FINISHING THE RECIPE AT HOME (get an adult to help you!)

Start just before you go to bed for the night. 
Ask an adult to preheat the oven to 300 degrees.

Take the dough and drop it by teaspoons onto a cookie sheet covered in wax paper. Each mound represents the rocky tomb where Jesus’ body was buried. Read Matthew 27:57-60 in your Bible.

When the oven is ready, put the cookie sheet inside. Close the door and turn the oven OFF. Take pieces of tape and seal the oven door. Remember that Jesus’s tomb was sealed with a large rock. Read Matthew 27:60 again.

GO TO BED. You may feel sad to leave the cookies in the oven overnight. Jesus’s followers were sad, too, when the tomb was sealed. Read John 16:20 and 22.

Tomorrow morning, open the oven and share the cookies with your family. Be ready for a surprise! Read Matthew 28:1-9.
What is inside your cookie tombs?  What happened to Jesus?

The Empty Tomb – Mountaintop Movies
At a Glance

No lesson planned this rotation
Outcome Objectives

Movie Summary

Supplies Needed

Advance Preparation

Opening Activity

Main Lesson

Life Application

Journaling

To take home

Adjustments for age levels and abilities

If you have extra time…

If time runs short…

Be creative


Note: This lesson borrows heavily from the lesson plan by Kirk of Kildare as posted at www.rotation.org 

The Empty Tomb – Moved by the Spirit
At a Glance

The class will act out the resurrection of Jesus using music.

Outcome Objectives

1. The class will explore emotions of sadness, confusion and joy experienced by the disciples during Jesus’ resurrection using music as a guide.

2. The class will discuss God’s plan for us in giving us his son.

Supplies Needed

Paper easel and markers

Music – suggestion is any piece of music that expresses a variety of emotions in a short period (about 3 minutes). The suggestion from Kirk of Kildare is Firebird suite finale (first 2-2 ½ min) by Igor Stravinsky, but any music would do.

Body sox, ribbons, and scarves, costumes if desired

Projector with transparencies of different colors for the dance backgrounds.

Advance Preparation

Label four pieces of the paper from the paper easel with the following headings:

Jesus Dies
Jesus is Buried
Going to the tomb
Jesus is not here

Opening Activity

Read Luke 23:44-24:12. Older groups can divide and read the same passages in Matthew and Mark as well as a way of making comparisons.

Discuss the meaning of the word resurrection with younger children.

Using the prepared paper easel pages ask the children the following questions for each section

Who is in this section of the story?

What are they doing?

What do they hear?

What do they see?

What do they feel?

If you are teaching younger children, instead of asking for words ask them to draw a picture of what they see, hear, and feel on the paper easel.

Main Lesson

Listen to the music you have chosen once through.

Pass out body sox, ribbons, scarves and costumes.

Look at what you have written on each section of paper. List the answers to these questions.

What colors could you use to tell this part of the story?

What movements or gestures could you make?

What roles could different people play in this part of the story?

How could you move from one side of the stage to the other?

What color should our lighting backdrop be?

Practice this section without music. Them move onto the next.

Life Application

When you have mapped out what movements you could make for each section of the story it is time to act it out to music. 

If you have time, invite any adults you can find, turn out the lights and have a real show!


The Empty Tomb – Temple Courtyard
At a Glance

Children will play “Hot Potato” and answer questions about the resurrection.

Outcome Objectives

Supplies Needed

Plastic “whale” to be used as a tomb with fan and duct tape for set up.

Flashlights

Bibles

Eggs with questions inside each one and a basket

Music with an Easter resurrection theme.

Advance Preparation

Set up the tomb in Fretz Chapel or in another location.

Opening Activity

Ask the children to tell you the story of Jesus death and resurrection as best they are able in their own words. 

Explain that you will be beginning your lesson time inside a pretend tomb. Have the children gather in the tomb with flashlights and Bibles.

Read Matthew 27:45-28:10 inside the tomb. If possible, read it out loud in unison.

When you have finished explain that to exit the tomb, each child will say part of the memory verse. The teacher will say “Why do you look for the living from among the dead?” and each student will say “He is not here, but has risen.” 

Main Lesson

Show the children the plastic egg. Ask them why we see so many eggs at this time of year. Eggs are an ancient symbol of new life. For some people, that simply means things like baby chicks and spring flowers. For Christians it has an extra meaning. We talk of “new life in Christ.” Ask children what they think that means? Explain that it has two meanings. First, it means that if we believe in Jesus we become like a new person. Second, it reminds us of the resurrection and the new life we get after this one.

Explain that you are going to play a game of resurrection eggs. A child will pick an egg out of the basket and it gets passed around as the music plays. The one holding it when the music stops opens it, reads the question, and answers the questions as best s/he can. Note that many of these questions are feeling questions rather than factual.

Journaling

Give each child a piece of paper and a pen or markers. Return to the tomb and sit inside and draw a picture of what the resurrection means to you.


What do you think of when you think of how Jesus died?

What do you imagine it was like in the real tomb?

How do people feel when someone they love dies? Has anyone you loved ever died?

What do you think happened inside that tomb?

If Mary Magdalene and the other women had invited you to go with them to the tomb, would you have gone? Why or why not?

How does it feel to be dead?

What did the women expect to be doing when they got to the tomb? How were they feeling?

What do you think surprised the women the most?

What do you think the angel looked like?

If you could ask the angel three questions what three questions would you ask?

What would you say if Jesus suddenly appeared before you?

What three questions would you ask Jesus about his death and resurrection if you had the chance?

What do you think Jesus would tell you about his death and resurrection?

If you told a friend from school that Jesus was raised from the dead, do you think the friend would believe you? Why or why not?

Why do you think the different gospel writers report different women going to the tomb on Easter morning?

What is your favorite Easter hymn and why?

If you were going to write a song about the resurrection, what instruments would you use?

If you were going to draw a picture about the resurrection, but could only use three colors, what colors would you use?

What is the most important thing about the resurrection that everyone should know?

How does the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection make you feel?


 Shepherd Notes

Weekly Responsibilities

Your role is to be the group’s nurturer, who provides continuity from week to week. Remember that the teachers have different students every week and don’t get to know them all very well. That’s where you come in. Some suggestions include: 

· Greet children from your group as they arrive to opening time – try to remember specific things about each one of them, and ask them about their week.

· Take attendance (stamp passports if they are being used)

· Get complete information on any visitors and give that information to the church office for a mailing. Introduce visiting children (and their parents) to teachers, students, and other church members. 

· Make a note of any children who have missed more than one week and either send them a note yourself, or make a note for the church office to contact them. 
In addition you are responsible for:

· Keeping track of each student’s journal and placing journal pages in their journals.

· Reminding teachers to leave time for journaling.

· Running errands, i.e. to get more glue or make extra copies.

· Discipline problems that involve a child leaving the classroom.

· Escorting children to and from the bathroom.
Specific Responsibilities this rotation

Creation Station -

Fisherman’s.Net -

Loaves and Fishes Café -

Mountaintop Movies -

Moved by the Spirit -

Temple Courtyard -

