1 Corinthians 13
Scripture

1 Corinthians 13
Memory Verse

Love is patient; 

love is kind; 

love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. 

It does not insist on its own way; 

it is not irritable or resentful; 

it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 

It bears all things, 

believes all things, 

hopes all things, 

endures all things. 

Love never ends. 

-- 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a

Bible Background

Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians was written to a church in conflict. We don’t know specifically what the questions were, we can only guess by looking at the answers that Paul gives. 


As with any letter, it is dangerous to just assume that the message intended for someone else. Imagine receiving the note “Take the Leap!” from a friend. That means very different things if you are a young man trying to decide if he wants to ask his girlfriend to marry him, or if you are a person standing on top of a tall building contemplating suicide. To make sense of the message, you first have to know to whom it is written, what is going on, and who was doing the writing. 

It is also important to know how letters were generally written. People seldom sat down with pen to compose, rather they dictated to a scribe who wrote down as the person talked. Because of the expense of paper, rewriting would not have been done. Certainly, Paul would have thought through his letter, but he wouldn’t edit himself. So sometimes you will find him saying one thing, then later seeming to backtrack and say another. (See below the explanation of Chs 12, 13, 14) That is a typical pattern in letters of the day – both a typical rhetorical style, and typical of people who did not edit and alter their original words. It is interesting to see how the speaker’s thought process evolved through his own speech – and a bit inaccurate to quote a piece of the speech. 

In I Corinthians we actually can glean more context than we can in other letters – which may account for its general popularity. Corinth is a wealthy metropolis with a large merchant class – leading to a generally more prosperous community with more equal wealth distribution than most of the Roman empire. It is metropolitan, with people who are used to strangers of different cultures, and who readily incorporated new religions into their existing beliefs, and who generally tolerated religious difference. All this open-mindedness notwithstanding, this is a church in conflict. In the beginning we sense that there is a dispute of who is the greatest based upon who performed their baptism. Paul asks “Has Christ been divided?” pointing out that the only baptism that matters is baptism in the name of Christ. 1:10-17


Later (Ch. 8) we hear that some people are eating meat sacrificed to idols: some said that was idol worship, some who were eating said that idols were meaningless so they were free to do as they wished and the food offered to the idols was free (especially important, probably, to the poor). Paul says there is no theological need to stop eating meat, but that doing so might cause another to fall and “as for me, I will never eat meat.” (8:13)

In Chapter 12 it is clear that there are arguments about who is the greatest – those who preach, those who speak in tongues, etc. Beginning in 12:12 is Paul’s beautiful explanation of one body, many members. Chapter 13 should really be understood in context of Chapters 12 and 14. Really, Paul is carrying forward the argument he laid out in Chapter 12, “If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.” (13:1) In the more ignored Chapter 14, Paul explains his points further, seeming to back track in 14:5 where it appears that he does hold prophesy as more important than speaking in tongues. 


The words in 1 Corinthians 13 are some of the best known in the scriptures, certainly the best known of the epistles. It is read frequently at weddings, but the passage is not about eros (romantic love). Nor is it about love of family or country. The Greek word charitas is sometimes translated as charity. In modern English –where charity is understood as  a 401(c)3 or the act of contributing to it – this is not a good translation. In Old English charity had a meaning of a type of kindness and outlook toward the whole world. Probably the best way to understand charitas is to look at the definition laid out by Paul. 

Teaching this Story to Kids

We continue to use the NRSV translation, but the words from this passage include some vocabulary words that may be unfamiliar to some or all your students. For your convenience, here are dictionary definitions of these words are listed on the attached page.
Lesson Summary

Creation Station -
Children will make serving trays decoupaged with images of love. 
Fisherman’s.Net -
Children will play Cal and Marty’s Scripture Memory Game to help them with memorization. They have the additional option of rewriting the verse in their own words using KidPix3’s read aloud feature.
Loaves and Fishes Café
Children will practice love for one another by serving each other breakfast.
Mountaintop Movies
Children will create a 1 Corinthians 13 “movie” using movie clips. Note: This will take place in the computer lab, not in the movie theater.
Temple Courtyard -
Children will play a life sized board game to help them understand the meaning of the passage for their lives. 


Patient – (adj.) Marked by or exhibiting calm endurance of pain, difficulty, provocation, or annoyance. Synonyms: Enduring, tolerant, unwearied, uncomplaining, serene.
Kind – (adj.) Of a friendly, generous, or warm-hearted nature. Showing sympathy or understanding; charitable: a kind word. Synonyms: compassionate, caring, generous, 
Envious – (adj.) Feeling, expressing, or characterized by envy:“At times he regarded the wounded soldiers in an envious way.... He wished that he, too, had a wound, a red badge of courage” (Stephen Crane) Synonyms: jealous, green with envy, resentful, spiteful.
Boastful – To glorify oneself in speech; talk in a self-admiring way. boast To speak of with excessive pride. Boast. The act or an instance of bragging. Synonyms: jealous, green with envy, resentful, spiteful.
Arrogant – (adj.) Having or displaying a sense of overbearing self-worth or self-importance. arrogant (adj.) Marked by or arising from a feeling or assumption of one's superiority toward others: an arrogant contempt for the weak. Synonyms: conceited, haughty, egotistical, bigheaded, superior, proud, overconfident.
Rude – (adj.) Relatively undeveloped; primitive: a rude and savage land; a rude agricultural implement. (adj.) Being in a crude, rough, unfinished condition: a rude thatched hut. (adj.) Lacking the graces and refinement of civilized life; uncouth.

  Synonyms: ill-mannered, indecent, unrefined
Insist – (v.) To be firm in a demand or course; refuse to yield: insisted on giving me a second helping. insist (v.) To assert or demand (something) vehemently and persistently: We insist that you accept these gifts.Synonyms: be adamant, be firm, not take no for an answer, persist.
Irritable – (adj.) Easily irritated or annoyed. (adj.) Abnormally sensitive to a stimulus. Synonyms: bad-tempered, touchy, cross, petulant, cantankerous
Resentful – (adj.) Full of, characterized by, or inclined to feel indignant ill will.

Synonyms: angry, bitter, indignant, offended, aggrieved.
Rejoice – (v.) To feel joyful; be delighted: rejoiced at the news; rejoiced in her friend's good fortune. rejoice (v.) To fill with joy; gladden. Synonyms: celebrate, cheer, exult, be glad, delight, be pleased about.
Wrongdoing – doing wrong, especially morally or ethically. Synonyms: bad behavior, crime, offense, misconduct, transgression.
Truth – n.) Conformity to fact or actuality.; A statement proven to be or accepted as true. Truth; Sincerity; integrity  Synonyms: Honesty, loyalty
Bears –  (v.) To hold up; support. bear (v.) To yield fruit; produce: peach trees that bear every summer.
Believes – (v.) To accept as true or real: Do you believe the news stories? (v.) To credit with veracity: I believe you. (v.) To have firm faith, especially religious faith.
Hopes –  (v.) To wish for something with expectation of its fulfillment. 

(v.) To look forward to with confidence or expectation: We hope that our children will be successful. (n.) A wish or desire accompanied by confident expectation of its fulfillment.
Endures – endure (v.) To carry on through, despite hardships; undergo: endure an Arctic winter. (v.) To bear with tolerance: “We seek the truth, and will endure the consequences” (Charles Seymour) synonyms: bear (v.) To continue in existence; last: buildings that have endured for centuries.

1 Corinthians 13 – Opening Time

Song/s

Opening –  “It’s All About Love” Songs for Worship #29
Week 1 learn verse 1

Week 2 learn verse 2

Week 3 Verses 1and 2

Week 4 Learn verse 3

Week 5 All three verses

Closing –   “When Love is Found” Songs for Worship #109
(Learn a verse a week, adding onto what came before)

Memory Verse/s

Love is patient; 

love is kind; 

love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. 

It does not insist on its own way; 

it is not irritable or resentful; 

it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 

It bears all things, 

believes all things, 

hopes all things, 

endures all things. 

Love never ends. 

-- 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a

Discussion/Questions

Discuss unknown vocabulary in scripture passages and/or 
Prayer

Other
Make up some hand actions for the chorus of It’s All About Love

1 Corinthians 13 – Creation Station
At a Glance

Children will decoupage “love trays.” Pictures from magazines that show love will be used. The trays will be used to serve others.
Outcome Objectives

1) Children create visual images of love.
2) Children understand the connection between love and putting another’s needs before your own.

Supplies Needed

· Bibles

· Trays
· Magazines (Women’s magazines have a lot of images and advertising that will work for this project.

· Scissors

· Paper of various colors

· Paper easel

· The words of the scripture printed in several different fonts on different colored papers

· Decoupage medium or watered down white glue.

· Markers, pens, colored pencils

· Other materials from the supply closet

· brushes

Advance Preparation

Read the Bible verses and the Bible background information.
Opening Activity

Find the scripture passage. If you have an older group, read the verse in this manner: one person begins and as soon as there is punctuation (comma, semicolon, period, etc.) the next person picks up the reading. This will keep the children attentive. Don’t press anyone to read who doesn’t want to.
Ask the children for examples of how they might show love to another person. (Expect various answers.) 

Can you give me an example of being kind?

Can you give me an example of being patient?

Can you give me an example where you don’t insist on having things your way?

Ask the children to find clippings from the magazine that show love. [Encourage children to find pictures of people and relationships, not things they love.]

Main Lesson

Explain that serving others is a way of showing love and we are going to make serving trays. They are going to make a collage of the magazine clippings they have found, the words from 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a, and anything else they want to draw or cut out and add.
The process is to put some decoupage medium on the tray, put down the objects, and place more decoupage on top. 

Life Application

[These questions can be asked during the activity] What are some ways you might use this tray? Who could you serve? What could you serve them? Some ideas:
· use this tray to collect toys when your mom asks you to clean up.

· bring someone a snack when they are hungry.

· As a writing desk when writing a letter or making a picture for someone you love.

· To hold your Bible and other things that remind you to love God and neighbor.

Close with a prayer thanking God for the gift of love, and blessing the trays and the children.



Love is patient; 

love is kind; 

love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. 

It does not insist on its own way; 

it is not irritable or resentful; 

it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 

It bears all things, 

believes all things, 

hopes all things, 

endures all things. 

Love never ends. 

-- 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a
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1 Corinthians 13 – Fisherman’s.Net
At a Glance

Children will play Cal and Marty’s Scripture Memory Game to help them with memorization. They have the additional option of rewriting the verse in their own words using KidPix3’s read aloud feature.
Outcome Objectives

· Children have memorized 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a

· Older children may have improved memorization of vs 1-3,  8b-13

· Children can provide a definition and example for key words.

Software Summary

Cal and Marty – icon 

You need to open an existing verse set – saved under “1 Corinthians 13.”

Instruct children to play verses 4-8a first and other related verses after they have mastered the main memory verses for this section.

KidPix3 

Sign on as “church” and do not save creations.

The mouth at the bottom activates the read aloud feature.

Supplies Needed

Programs are loaded. Have paper for Kid Pix printouts (if you will be using them)
Advance Preparation

Learn the computer program. You may even want to practice the game yourself to help you with YOUR memory!

Opening Activity

Find the passage in the Bible and bookmark it. Encourage children to look at their Bible if they ever get stuck for the next word in Cal and Marty. Explain how to open an existing memory verse.
Main Lesson

When you open up the files, use these general procedures. Everyone opens the same verse, works on the memory game, answers the questions, then stops (or scrambles the words of that verse again) while waiting for the others to finish. Then together as a group, go over the questions that were in the quiz and explain the meaning of words.

Life Application

[Time Permitting] Open Kid Pix 3 and have each child open a text box [big T in left column]. Have the kids rewrite this part of Paul’s letter using their own words to describe love, or by paraphrasing/explaning for the big words found in the passage. Younger children can dictate to adults. Use the read aloud feature to hear your words read. Don’t forget to make a printout.

1 Corinthians 13 – Loaves and Fishes Cafe
Adapted from: ROTATION.ORG WRITING TEAM lesson on “Beatitudes”

PASSAGE 
Story: 1 Corinthians 13
Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a

PURPOSE
See Bible Background.

Lesson Objective
Students will see that the teachings of scripture have a definite purpose, then and now. They will see that living a life of faith will not only help them better understand the teachings for themselves, but help them lead others to Christ.

Students will be able to:

· Find the passage in the Bible

· Learn the meaning of each keyword

· Place themselves in one or more phrase

· Understand that love is an action more than a feeling.

Objectives for Cooking Workshop 
1. To take care of someone else's needs, practice humility

2. To allow someone else to take care of their needs, accept help

PREPARATION 
Read the Bible Background.

Materials List
· Bibles

· Bowls

· Cups

· Napkins

· Plates

· Silverware

· Variety of breakfast foods: bread, cheese, fruit, juice, milk, and so forth. Note: It is recommended that you NOT have very sweet items, donuts, sugary muffins, and sugary drinks. The sugar high and resulting drop in blood sugar sets kids up to have a difficult time concentrating later on. For most of us, that drop in blood sugar kicks in right about the time worship starts. Let's not set our kids up for failure!

Advance Preparation
Contact the class list ahead of time and tell them NOT to eat breakfast before coming to church. A bright colored postcard will get their attention! The church office can help once the date(s) for the lesson is set.

PRESENTATION

Open - Introduction
Seat kids at tables where they can see the bounty of breakfast they will be hoping to soon eat.

Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 13 and have kids take turns reading aloud verses 4-8a.

Go through the list of definitions (attached to Bible Background) for any words or phrases that they aren’t sure about. You can use the paper easel to write words down.

Call their attention to the following:

· Love is patient.

· Love is kind.

· Love does not insist on its own way.

· Love is not rude.

Are any of these hard to do? 

Is it hard to let someone else be first? 

Is it hard to let someone else have their own way, when you want something different?

What makes that hard? 

Is it hard to care about someone else without worrying about yourself?

We are going to practice love: putting another’s needs first, and also letting someone else help us today.

Dig - Main Content
Explain the rules for breakfast:

· No more than two or three people may be preparing food at any time.

· You may not get any food for yourself.

· You may not ask for any food. This is NOT a restaurant, and you are NOT giving orders!

· You may only respond "yes" or "no" in response to a specific question, i.e. Do you want a bagel? "Yes." Would you like cream cheese? "No."

· No pointing or giving details.

Note to teacher: This may result in a child getting a plain bagel, instead of one with grape jelly. This would be a good thing for discussion purposes. DON'T rescue them. If a child sits there and no one asks that child if he/she wants anything, let that go on a while. If no one still notices, just ask if the kids have noticed whether everyone has been cared for. This also applies if no one has thought to bring food to the teacher!!!

Reflect - Closure
1. Did everyone get exactly what they wanted? What happened?
2. How did you feel if you didn't get exactly what you wanted? How do you feel when God (or your parents) don't give you exactly what you want? What does the passage from 1 Corinthians 13 have to say about that?
3. Did everyone have the opportunity to serve someone else? How did that feel?
4. How can you practice serving God every day? How can you practice serving other people?

ADDITIONAL SUGGESTIONS

Adaptations - Younger Children
Assign each child to be a helper for the next child. Also, provide choices, but fewer than you might provide for older children.

Adaptations - Older Children/Youth
Put out one donut and make it clear to the kids that it is the ONLY donut. Do NOT have a stash in the kitchen for later - it will diminish the impact. Question kids: If you are loving - what do you do about the donut? What is the way to keep right relations between us? How does this apply to your daily life? The world?

CONTRIBUTOR: Kim Trimboli


1 Corinthians 13 – Mountaintop Movies
At a Glance

Children will create a 1 Corinthians 13 “movie” using movie clips. Note: This will take place in the computer lab, not in the movie theater. Check ahead of time to make sure all computers will run DVD’s.
Outcome Objectives

1. Children will connect passages of scripture with movie clips and through those to real life. 
2. Children will improve their memory of the 1 Corinthians 14:4-8a
Movie Summary

This only works with DVDs, not VHS.
Using the church’s DVD’s and also as many movies as children bring in, the children will be selecting video clips that best represent the part of 1 Corinthian 13 that they will be given. 

Supplies Needed

Lots of DVDs.
Computers

Verses, cut up into six sections. (If there are less than six children, combine 2&3 or 5&6)

Advance Preparation

Encourage children to bring in copies of their favorite movies (animated or other) for class. Check to see if they are labeled with each child’s name. If not, please do so quickly as class begins. It is okay to have duplicates of movies.
Opening Activity (10-15 minutes)
Divide the children onto 6 computers. Pass out the verses so that they are going in order clockwise around the room. Explain that what they are going to be doing (with their partner) is find a movie clip that best expresses the verse that is given to them. 
Read each verse. As a group, brainstorm scenes from different movies that might fit  that verse. Get specific about what part of the scene and where it appears in the movie. Write all suggestions neatly onto a separate piece of paper. After you have brainstormed together all six verses, hand out those papers to each individual or team. 
Main Lesson (10-15 preparation plus 12 minutes viewing)
Using the suggestions on the paper, or their own idea, each group is going to select a movie, find the clip and figure out a section NO MORE THAN TWO MINUTES LONG that best speaks to your Bible verse. 
Cue the scene to exactly the place you want to start. Pause the movie. Turn up your volume.

When it is time to share, each child/team in turn is to do the following. 

Read their passage of scripture

Watch the scene from the movie.

Stop the movie at the end of the clip.

No talking other than the reading of scripture.

Then go onto the next person.

At the end, have everyone turn their volume back down.

Go back around and have each child/team explain why they think this passage of scripture connects to this movie clip.

Life Application (8 minutes)
After all children have shared their movie clip and explained how it connects to their passage, go around the room a second time answering this question: “Can you think of a real life situation in a kid’s life that connects to your scripture passage?” Give them a couple of minutes to think (and to come to agreement with their partner) before you go around and answer.
Journaling

Write down a 1-2 sentence summary of each of the movie clips shown. Could you rewrite them slightly and make a whole story based upon 1 Corinthians 13?
To take home

No handouts. But please bring your movies home!

Adjustments for age levels and abilities

The computer lab has internet access. With oversight, youth could use YouTube to find appropriate video clips.
If you have extra time…

Because you are in the movie room, the children can work on their memory verse using Cal and Marty’s Scripture Memory Game. 
If time runs short…

Rather than lose the “Life Application” skip going around the room to explain why they think this passage of scripture connects to this memory verse. (end of main lesson)
Be creative

Can you make a poster that explains your class’s movie clips? Could you find a way to share that with the whole congregation?

Group 1

Love is patient; 

love is kind; 

Group 2

love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. 

Group 3

Love does not insist on its own way; 

it is not irritable or resentful; 

Group 4

Love does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 

Group 5

Love bears all things, 

believes all things, 

Group 6

(Love) hopes all things, 

endures all things. 

Love never ends. 


1 Corinthians 13 – Moved by the Spirit
At a Glance

No lesson this rotation.
If I were to write a rotation, I would do a lesson with lots of different popular love songs. Some sappy love songs and some that speak to covenant and commitment such as “Love Remains” by Colin Raye. (Get some youth to help you locate more current material.) Help the children to discern the difference. End by allowing the children to create a dance to the song they have chosen using scarves and streamers. 

Outcome Objectives

Supplies Needed

Advance Preparation

Opening Activity

Main Lesson

Life Application

Journaling

To take home

Adjustments for age levels and abilities

If you have extra time…

If time runs short…

Be creative


1 Corinthians 13 – Temple Courtyard
At a Glance

Children will play a life sized board game to help them understand the meaning of the passage for their lives. 
Outcome Objectives

1. Children will understand how the words from 1 Corinthians 13 apply to their life.
Supplies Needed

Dome cones – red, orange, purple
Game Cards and/or chips

Poster page of Verse (leave spaces)
Advance Preparation

Set up the red, orange, and purple dome cones in the shape of a heart. [Note: the game never ends, just like love!]
Copy the game questions onto red, orange or purple paper and cut apart.

Have a poster size copy of 1 Corinthians 13 on the game wall.

Opening Activity

Find 1 Corinthians 13 in the Bibles. Read it in unison.
Ask the children to pick out any words they aren’t sure about. Circle or highlight those words on the poster in a different color and write a definition or synonym above those words. [Hint: use a variety of different colors to help you see which definition goes with which word.]

Main Lesson

Game play: Children draw a card. And read the situation. They move back or forward per the directions on the card.
Optional second step (use chips) – If it is a move ahead question have them name the part of 1 Corinthian 13 it refers to. If it is a move back or lose a turn question have them answer how they could correct the situation or behave differently so that that it was a loving action. If they get this right, they can get a chip.

Life Application

Count chips at the end if you used that option. 
How might you determine winners and losers if you are following Paul’s rules of love?




You waited patiently for your mom. Move forward 1 place.


You whined because your father was taking too long. Move back 1 place.


You spoke without thinking and said something rude. Lose a turn.


You bragged about a test score. Move back 1 place.


You taught your little sister a new game. Move forward 1 place.


You are jealous of your friend’s new iPod. Move back 1 place.

You got a new camera cell phone and showed it off to the whole school. Move back 1 place. 


A new kid just started at your school and you helped her find her classes. Pick an extra card.


You saw someone get punished for something you know they didn’t do, but you didn’t say anything. Lose a turn. 


You stood up to bullies on the playground. Move forward 1 place.


It was a bad day, but instead of taking it out on your little brother, you played catch with him. Move forward 1 place. 

Your friend forgot his lunch, so you shared yours with him. Pick an extra card.


You told your whole class the silly nickname your friend’s mom calls him at home. Move back 1 place. 


You’re the best player on the team and you make sure everyone knows it. Move back 1 place.


You didn’t complain when the coach took you out and put in someone who wasn’t as good. Move forward 1 place. 


You entertained your little brother so your mom had time to cook supper in peace. Pick an extra card.


You held the door for someone who had their arms full of packages. Move forward 1 place. 


You insisted on watching your favorite movie, even though it gives your friend nightmares. Move back 1 place.


You persuaded your friend to play video games instead of doing homework. Lose a turn. 


You did your chores without being asked and without complaining. Move forward 1 place.

You helped setup a wireless computer network at the house, so your dad can use his laptop at home. Pick an extra card. 

You cooked breakfast in bed for your parents. Pick an extra card.


You got your dad just what he wanted for father’s day. Move forward 1 place. 


You didn’t get mad at your little sister for an entire day, even though you were both home together. Move forward 1 place.

Shepherd Notes

Weekly Responsibilities

Your role is to be nurture the group, by providing continuity from week to week. Remember that the teachers have different students every week and don’t get to know them all very well. That’s where you come in. Some suggestions include: 

· Greet children from your group as they arrive to opening time – try to remember specific things about each one of them, and ask them about their week.

· Take attendance (stamp passports if they are being used)

· Get complete information on any visitors and give that information to the church office for a mailing. Introduce visiting children (and their parents) to teachers, students, and other church members. 

· Make a note of any children who have missed more than one week and either send them a note yourself, or make a note for the church office to contact them. 
In addition you are responsible for:

· Keeping track of each student’s journal and placing journal pages in their journals. (If being used)
· Reminding teachers to leave time for journaling.

· Running errands, i.e. to get more glue or make extra copies.

· Discipline problems that involve a child leaving the classroom.

· Escorting children to and from the bathroom.
Specific Responsibilities this rotation

Creation Station -

Fisherman’s.Net -

Loaves and Fishes Café -

Make a Joyful Noise - 
Mountaintop Movies -

Moved by the Spirit -

Temple Courtyard -
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